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GEORGE  AVIS 

DIED  APRIL  25,  1862 


Aged  75  Years 


Avis,  178S-X803 


Containing  a  brief  record  of  his 
ancestors,  and  his  decendants  from 


1690-1927,  with  short  sketches  of  many  members 
of  the  family,  of  which  there  are  now  living  79  of 
his  grand  children,  42  great  grand  children,  37 
great  great  grand  children  and  10  great  great 
great  grand  children.  Four  generations,  the  oldest 
cousin  being  81  years,  the  youngest  60  years  old. 

Compiled  by  Mrs.  Emma  Elizabeth  Adams 
McMinn. 

Distributed  through  the  courtesy  of  Walter  M. 
Avis. 


Cover  designed  by  Miss  Emma  E.  Sheppard. 
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BHILE  the  ancestry  of  every  Avis  family  in 
South  Jersey  could  be  traced  back  to  George 
Avise,  Sr.,  no  effort  has  been  made  to  fol¬ 
low  any  line  except  that  of  George  Avis 
(1788-1863),  of  Upper  Pittsgrove,  Salem  Co., 
N.  J.  We  have  tried  to  present  his  ancestry  and  his  pos¬ 
terity  as  nearly  correct  as  circumstances  would  permit. 
Some  dates  and  names  are  omitted  through  no  fault  of 
the  writer.  She  does  not  claim  authorship  for  any  of  the 
sketches.  She  has  simply  compiled  what  others  have 
written.  Where  it  was  necessary  to  re-wtite  the  sketches, 
she  has  used  the  information  given  with  as  few  changes 
as  possible. 

While  none  of  the  Avis  family  have  been  what  the 
world  calls  rich  or  famous,  they  have  made  a  substantial 
record  in  the  business,  civil  and  religious  life  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  have  left  behind  them  a  record  of  honesty, 
reliability  and  good  citizenship. 

While  a  godly  ancestry  is  a  precious  heritage,  our 
hope  for  the  future  is  in  our  posterity,  and  I  have  been 
especially  gratified  with  the  record  of  our  young  people. 
While  you  “^ow  old  along  with  me,  the  best  is  yet  to  be.” 

To  all  members  of  the  family  who  have  responded 
so  cordially,  to  Miss  Frances  S.  Locke,  Mr.  George  B. 
MacCaltioner,  Mr.  Frank  H.  Stewart,  and  to  every  one 
who  has  helped  in  the  making  of  this  record,  I  return 
grateful  thanks. 

(Signed)  EMMA  ELIZABETH  ADAMS  McMINN 
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EABITION  has  credited  the  Avis  family  with 
a  Swedish  ancestry.  We  have  accepted  it 
vdthout  investigation,  although  our  grand¬ 
father  had  said  that,  although  he  lived  in  a 
Swedish  community,  he  was  not  a  Swede; 
however  he  failed  to  leave  any  more  definite  information. 

In  connection  with  this  history  Miss  Emma  Shep¬ 
pard  and  the  writer  decided  that  a  research  into  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  name  might  prove  interesting.  No  effort 
has  been  made  to  trace  the  family  beyond  George  Avise, 
Sr.,  merely  the  name,  which  seems  to  be  old  Anglo-Saxon 
dating  before  the  Norman  Conquest,  although  before 
that  time  few  written  records  were  kept.  Most  chron¬ 
icles  give  the  origin  as  Teutonic. 

Yonge  carries  it  back  to  the  old  Scandinavian  Mythol¬ 
ogy  of  Baldur,  the  God  of  Peace  and  of  all  things  beau¬ 
tiful,  and  Hodur,  the  God  of  War,  who  destroys  Baldur 
and  all  his  works.  These  deities  were  worshiped  in  some 
form  by  all  countries  of  Germanic  origin,  and  their  vari¬ 
ous  derivatives  may  be  found  among  the  family  names. 
For  instance,  German  is  Hedwig,  modem  Ludwig; 
French,  Hedvidge;  Italian,  Edvidge;  Hungarian,  Hed- 
viga;  Spanish,  Hadu,  and  the  English  form  is  Hawoyse, 
Havisa,  The  name  was  held  in  high  esteem  in  East  Ger¬ 
many.  The  French  sent  it  to  us  as  Hedvidge,  we  took  it 
as  Hawoyse,  descending  to  Avice  and  Avis.  At  one  time 
it  was  a  very  common  name  found  in  almost  all  old 
records.  Harrison’s  “Surnames  of  the  United  Kingdom” 
says:  “Avice  is  an  Anglo-French  corruption  of  an  old 
Saxon  name  Hawoyse  derived  from  the  Teutonic  Hadwig. 
0.  E.  Had,  Rank;  0.  G.  wig,  battle  or  power.  Harweis, 
or  Hawis,  Is  an  Anglo-French  form  of  the  old  Teutonic 
Hadwig,  developed  into  Aves,  Avis,  Aviss.” 


Bardsley's  “English  and  Welsh  Surnames”  says :  “The 
name  was  originally  Hawayse,  Havoise,  or  Havisia,  which 
soon  settled  into  Avisia,  Avice,  Aves,  Avis  and  Avison, 
son  of  Avis.” 

The  usual  form  of  the  name  in  the  13th  and  14th 
century  record  is  Hawys,  Hawes,  Haweis  and  Hawysson, 
son  of  Hawys — hence  Aves,  Avice,  Avis,  was  long  in  use 
as  a  personal  name  without  a  surname.  Two  hundred 
years  ago  was  popular  both  as  a  baptismal  name  and  as  a 
surname,  but  has  fallen  into  disuse. 

These  records  are  culled  from  the  above-named 
authorities : 

1273  Reginald  fil  Haweis  Hundred  Rell  Co.  Cambria. 

Hawes  de  Quincy  Co.  Lin  Testo  de  Neville. 

Hawes  do  Ripon  Freeman  of  York  Edward  2. 

William  son  Hawese  Pipe  Roll  A.  D.  1261. 

1378  Richard  Hawisson,  Mayor  of  Stockport. 

1271  Eusilius  Avis  Co.  Hunts. 

Margaret  fil  Avice  Co.  Cambria. 

Geoffrey  fil  Avice  Co.  Luc. 

Avice  de  Aubugne. 

Hawisia  de  Gross. 

William  Avison. 

1600  Bap  Avis  de  Philip  Cliff,  Stephney  church, 
London. 

1622  Samuel  Avis  and  Eliza  Linton  married  in 
London. 

In  New  Jersey  the  name  occurs  as  Aviss,  Aves,  Avise, 
and  Avis. 

The  Angelo  family,  (written  Angelo,  Angelow  and 
Angelou)  were  among  the  very  early  settlers  in  Salem  Co. 
There  is  a  tradition  that  the  original  Angelo  was  an  Ital¬ 
ian,  another  that  he  was  Flemish,  and  the  name  was  de 
Angelo,  which  is  more  reasonable.  The  name  does  not 
occur  among  the  English  or  Swedish  surnames. 

The  American  Riley  is  a  corruption  of  the  Irish 
O^Reilly  or  Reilly.  There  is  a  tradition  that  Sarah  Riley, 
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who  married  Joseph  Avis,  was  a  native  of  Woodstown. 

There  was  a  blacksmith  by  the  name  of  Jonathan 
Riley  who  lived  there  at  an  early  day,  and  whose  wife  was 
Sarah  Dare,  daughter  of  the  man  for  whom  Daretown 
whs  named.  So  far  we  have  not  been  able  to  connect 
Sarah  Riley  with  that  family. 

Bardsley — Pritchard,  Pirchard,  Pritcher,  Pritchett, 
Pritchitt,  Prickett  is  a  well  known  Welsh  sur¬ 
name  with  many  variations.  The  name  was  at 
first  Richard,  Ap  Richard,  the  son  of  Richard, 
in  time  became  Prichard.  Pritchett  is  a  varient 
of  Prichard.  Just  as  Prichard  became  corrupted  into 
Pritchett  or  Prichitt,  so  Prickard  became  corrupted 
in  Prickett  or  Prickitt.  The  original  is  simple  enough 
Nick,  the  Prickit,  a  buck  in  its  second  year.  “We’ll  hunt 
the  trembling  prickits  as  they  come  about  the  fields  along 
the  hawthorne  bushes.”  The  family  crest  is  a  “prickit 
bounding  free.”  (Listed  as  hind.)  The  family  tradition 
is  that  the  original  name  was  Pricket,  but  was  changed  in 
Paul  Pritchet’s  generation.  The  Prickard  crest  is  a 
dragon’s  head  and  neck ;  the  Prichard,  a  dexter  arm  with 
a  battle  axe,  and  the  Pritchard  crest  a  horse’s  head 
bridled. 

Bardsley — Sutton  is  an  English  word  meaning  South 
Towm.  The  places  so  called  were  too  numerous  to  be  men¬ 
tioned.  It  afterwards  became  a  surname  this  way. 
Johannes  de  Sutton  means  Johannes  of  the  South  Town. 
We  also  have  records,  1273  Geoffry  de  Sutton,  Hunt  Co. 
Saer,  de  Sutton  Co.,  York. 

1379  Symon  de  Sutton. 

1593  Jeams  Sutton  married  Margaret  Bonner. 

We  have  read  of  “New  Sweden”  by  Israel  Aurelius 
and  noted  his  lists  of  Swedish  settlers  but  none  of  our 
family  names  appear  among  them. 

Several  of  the  children  and  grandchildren  of  George 
Avis  Sr.  intermarried  with  the  Swedish  families;  but 
from  the  above  record  it  looks  as  if  our  branch  had  no 
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Swedish  blood,  although  we  might  be  proud  of  such  a 
lineage. 

The  author  of  “New  Sweden”  makes  no  mention  of 
our  church.  He  was  a  Lutheran  and  had  no  good  word 
for  either  Moravians  or  Anabaptists. 


IT 


Sriff  iilorautan  Ctptrrl; 


S  the  Avis  family  were  intimately  associated 
with  the  old  Moravian  church  on  the  Icing's 
Highway,  and  the  life  of  the  neighborhood, 
a  few  words  in  regard  to  the  early  history 
of  that  locality  seems  befitting. 

As  early  as  1638  the  Swedes  had  established  them¬ 
selves  on  both  sides  of  the  Delaware.  These  settlements 
originated  in  the  plans  of  Gustavus  Adolphus,  champion 
of  Protestantism,  who  had  decided  on  an  enterprise  of 
colonization  in  America  not  only  for  material  benefit,  but 
to  afford  a  place  of  refuge  for  the  persecuted  and  home¬ 
less  exiles  of  the  Thirty  Years*  War. 

In  time  a  strong  Swedish  Lutheran  colony  was  estab¬ 
lished  on  both  banks  of  the  Delaware  by  the  Swedish  gov¬ 
ernment.  In  1765  the  quarrels  between  the  Swedes  and 
the  Dutch,  with  respect  to  the  title,  culminated  in  the 
coming  of  Peter  Stuyvesant,  and  the  colony  surrendered 
on  honorable  terms  to  the  Dutch,  who,  in  turn,  nine  years 
later,  were  obliged  to  relinquish  it  to  the  English. 

The  Swedish  community  cherished  their  language, 
traditions  and  doctrines,  although  the  Lutherans  at  home 
made  no  adequate  provision  for  pastoral  care,  or  the 
exposition  of  the  Word,  or  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights 
and  ordinances  of  the  church.  Among  these  were  the 
good  people  of  Raccoon  and  Penn*s  Neck. 

In  1741  Count  Zinzendorf  came  to  America  and  a 
new  era  of  missionary  activity  by  tne  Moravians  began, 
with  Bethlehem  as  a  center.  Their  aim  was  not  so  much 
to  promote  the  Moravian  Church,  as  to  give  the  Gospel 
to  the  unchurched  and  neglected.  Naturally  they  would 
be  attracted  by  the  neglected  Swedish  colonies  in  South 
Jersey. 

In  1841-42,  several  shiploads  of  emigrants  arrived 
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in  New  Sweden,  among  them  Paul  Daniel  Bryzilius,  a 
Swede,  who  was  assigned  to  the  work  in  Jersey. 

In  l$r41  Pastor  Tranberg,  the  only  Swedish  pastor  in 
/  the  country  at  the  time,  was  assigned  to  Christina.  Inci¬ 
dentally,  in  George  Avis  bought  150  acres  of  land 
on  Old  Man’s  Creek. 

In  15^43  Provost  Tranberg  assigned  Bryzilius  to  four 
churches,  three  Swedish  and  one  German.  They  seem 
to  have  been  Maurice  River,  Cohansey,  Penn’s  Neck  and 
Raccoon.  (Swedesboro.)  The  principal  station  was 
Raccoon,  where  Bryzilius  resided  with  his  family,  having 
received  a  formal  call  from  33  members  of  this  congrega¬ 
tion.  For  nearly  a  year  he  performed  the  pastoral  func¬ 
tions  in  this  place  and  vicinity,  when  trouble  developed 
in  Raccoon  and  Bryzilius  was  ejected.  The  Swedes  who 
appreciated  and  followed  Bryzilius  then  built  a  small  log 
church  on  the  land  of  George  Avis,  which  he  had  pur¬ 
chased  in  1741,  calling  it  “The  Moravian  Church  of  Piles- 
grove,  at  Old  Man’s  Creek.”  This  building  was  finished 
and  dedicated  in  1749  in  the  presence  of  Bishop  Span- 
denburg  and  Lawrence  C.  Myberg,  acting  itinerary.  The 
membership  was  29.  Many  of  them  lived  in  Woodstown, 
four  miles  distant 

There  is  a  stone  in  the  old  graveyard  bearing  this 
inscription,  “In  memory  of  Magdalene  Renpy.  Born  in 
1716.  Departed  this  life  in  1753,  aged  37  years.”  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Professor  Swartz,  it  marks  the  burial  place  of  the 
wife  of  one  of  the  pastors,  who  expired  while  her  hus¬ 
band  was  preaching  and  as  stated  in  his  diary,  “was 
buried  in  the  midst  of  the  church.”  Tradition  says  that 
is  where  the  old  church  stood. 

This  church,  together  with  our  ancestors  who  lived 
in  that  neighborhood,  passed  through  experiences  during 
the  Revolution.  The  following  extract  is  taken  from  the 
dlaiy  of  Frederick  Schmidt,  who  was  pastor  at  that  time : 

“Thursday,  Sept.  11,  1777.  All  day  long  there  was 
a  strong  cannonading  and  afterwards  we  heard  that  a 
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battle  had  taken  place  between  the  two  armies  on 
Brandywine  River. 

"‘Sept.  27.  Bro.  Nicholas  Garrison  and  wife  came 
from  Philadelphia  as  fugitives.  There  is  great  disquiet 
and  talk  of  flight. 

“Oct.  1.  All  in  alarm.  An  English  troop  has  landed 
three  miles  from  here. 

“Oct.  22.  Fearful  cannonading  shook  the  house  like 
an  earthquake.  (It  was  the  time  of  the  action  at  Red 
Bank.)  Many  Hessians  were  killed, 

“On  Friday,  Dec.  5.  Twenty  American  militiamen 
were  quartered  at  the  church. 

“Feb.  25,  1778.  Over  2000  British  troops  pass  on 
their  way  to  Salem.  The  house  is.  full  of  soldiers,  polite 
but  armed. 

“Feb.  26.  There  is  talk  of  flight  among  the  neigh¬ 
bors.  Myself  and  v/ife  have  determined  to  remain. 

“May  10.  Many  militiamen  were  at  the  services. 

“June  12.  A  skirmish  took  place  between  the  Eng¬ 
lish  and  the  militiamen ;  one  of  the  latter  was  killed.  A 
report  was  spread  that  the  English  were  about  to  march 
through  Jersey,  to  kill  and  to  set  fire  to  everything.” 

Despite  all  of  this  uncertainty  arid  danger  of  the 
times,  stated  services  were  well  attended,  people  coming 
from  Salem  and  other  places,  often  14  or  15  miles  away. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  the  membership  numbered  134.” 

The  building  was  so  racked  after  the  events  of  the 
war  that  it  was  resolved  to  build  a  new  church  on  the 
other  side  of  the  burying  ground,  and  the  present  brick 
structure  was  begun  in  1785.  Owing  to  the  hard  times 
following  the  war  and  the  depreciation  of  paper  money, 
it  was  not  completed  for  some  years.  On  June  28,  1789, 
the  last  services  were  held  in  the  old  log  church  that 
had  housed  the  congregation  for  over  40  years,  and  the 
next  Sunday  the  new  church  was  dedicated. 

Near  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century  a  decline 
in  the  strength  of  the  congregation  set  in,  owing  to  the 
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moving  away  of  many  members  from  the  community 
and  the  death  of  others,  as  well  as  the  financial  depres¬ 
sion  of  the  times,  so  that  it  grew  more  difficult  to  provide 
for  the  support  of  the  minister  and  Moravian  services 
grew<  more  and  more  irregular  and  finally  ceased  alto¬ 
gether,  about  1803  or  perhaps  a  few  years  later.  The 
Methodists  used  the  church  for  a  while  and  in  1834  a 
request  from  the  Episcopalians  for  the  use  of  the  build¬ 
ing  was  granted  and  in  1836  the  property  was  deeded  to 
them.  It  was  then  called  the  Zion  Moravian  Church. 
They  used  it  for  a  Sunday  School  and  occasional  services 
for  a  number  of  years. 

At  no  time  was  the  memlDership  of  this  church  en¬ 
tirely  Swedish.  An  examination  of  the  records  shows  the 
descendants  of  the  early  settlers  to  be  Swede,  Dutch  and 
English,  also  people  of  other  nationalities  who  had  come 
in  later. 

The  records  were  kept  in  German  because  most  of 
the  pastors  were,  of  that  nationality,  and  translated  by 
the  late  Dr.  Jordan,  librarian  of  the  Pennsylvania  Histor¬ 
ical  Society,  13th  and  Locust  streets,  Philadelphia.  They 
can  be  seen  there  or  at  Trinity  Episcopal  Church,  Swedes- 
boro,  the  latter  copied  by  Frances  S.  Lock. 

The  Moravians  were  a  highly  respected,  refined  and 
educated  religious  sect.  With  them  came  teachers  and 
preachers,  and  they  laid  the  -  foundation  and  gave  the 
community  those  religious  influences  that  have  preserved 
the  honor  and  integrity  of  our  people.  ,  . 
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eorgp  Auiap,  1600-1785 

A  godly  ancestry  is  a  precious  heritage. 
There  are  many  traditions  in  regard  to 
George  Avis  Sr.,  but  the  following  bit  of 
history  by  the  Eev.  W.  N.  Swartz,  Professor 
of  history  in  the  Moravian  College  at  Bethlehem,  based 
on  the  diary  of  the  congregation,  is  doubtless  correct  and 
obtained  at  first  hand  from  George  Avis  Sr.,  himself. 

George  Avise  was  bom  in  the  west  part  of  England 
in  1690.  He  was  baptized  in  the  Church  of  England, 
When  eight  years  old  he  came  to  America  with  his  par¬ 
ents,  settling  in  Philadelphia,  w^here  his  father  lost  his 
life  in  a  fire.  Having  served  an  apprenticeship  in  shoe¬ 
making,  he  settled  down  in  West  Jersey. 

He  was  thrice  married.  By  his  first  marriage  he 
had  one  daughter,  by  the  second  two  sons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  by  the  third  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  He  lived 
to  see  fifty-seven  grandchildren  and  nine  great  grand¬ 
children.  At  the  time  of  his  death  the  members  of  his 
family  yet  living  numbered  seventy-three. 

When  in  1743  the  Moravian  Brethren  came  to  these 
parts,  he  not  only  attended  their  services  regularly,  but 
also  did  all  in  his  power  to  further  the  cause  of  the  Lord. 
He  entertained  in  his  house  the  itinerants  who  visited 
this  place.  One  of  the  charter  members  of  the  congre¬ 
gation,  his  seemed  to  have  been  a  life  rich  in  grace  and 
the  fruits  of  the  Spirit.  He  died  in  his  ninety-sixth  year. 

The  earliest  record  we  have  of  our  ancestor  in  New 
Jersey  is  in  1735,  when  he  was  evidently  living  with  his 
second  v/ife,  in  or  near  Swedesboro,  as  Ysobel,  daughter 
of  George  Avis,  was  baptized  in  Trinity  Episcopal 
Church,  Sponsors,  G.  T.  James  and  Elizabeth  Aves.  She 
may  have  been  the  mother  of  George;  no  fui’ther  men¬ 
tion  is  made  of  her.  In  1737  George,  son  of  George  Avis, 
^^3  baptized.  Sponsors  James  Denny ,^Avis3  Hoffman, 
and  Isaac  Vanveman.  On  Dec.  18,  lf41,  George  Avis 
purchased  of  Peter  Justice  and  his  wife,*Elenor,  150  acres 
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of  land  on  Old  Man's  Creek,  bordering  on  the  King's  High¬ 
way.  His  son  John  and  all  subsequent  children  were  bom 
on  this  farm,  and  it  was  on  this  tract  that  the  old  log 
church  was  built.  In  1767  a  portion  of  it  was  sold  to  the 
Moravians  for  a  burying  ground.  A  copy  of  the  deed, 
which  is  an  interesting  old  document,  given  the  writer  by 
Boyd  Avis,  Esq.,  follows : 

George  Avis  of  Woolwich,  (Dated  July  22,  1767 
County  of  Gloucester  and  (Recorded  Sept.  17,  1810 
Province  of  West  New  Jer-  (Consideration  5  pounds 
sey,  Cordwainer  and  Jane,  (Proclamation  money  of 
his  wife  .  N.  J. 

to  (Book  0,  Page  217 

Nathaniel  Seidel  of  Bethle¬ 
hem,  County  of  Northamp¬ 
ton,  Province  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

A  certain  piece  of  ground  situate,  lying  and  being  in 
Woolwich  aforesaid  near  Oldman's  Creek,  binding  on 
the  Kings  Road  which  leads  from  Gloucester  to  Salem. 

Beginning  at  a  post  standing  near  a  Hickory  marked 
with  two  blazes,  then  North  forty-nine  degrees  West, 
fifteen  rods  to  a  small  white  oak  marked  with  six 
notches,  then  Southwest  thirty-six  degrees,  fifteen  rods 
to  a  chestnut  for  a  comer,  then  North  forty-nine  degrees, 
fifteen  rods  to  a  post  standing  by  the  King  Road  afore¬ 
said,  then  up  the  same  Northeast  thirty-six  degrees, 
eighteen  rods  to  the  place  of  beginnig. 

Containing  one  acre  and  a  half  and  thirty  rods.  It 
being  part  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  which  one 
Peter  Justice  and  Elener,  his  wife,  by  their  deed  of  the 
Eighteen  day  of  December  Anno  Domini  1741,  granted 
unto  the  said  George  Avis. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  AVIS  (Seal 

her 

JANE  X  AVIS  (Seal) 
.  mark 
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The  following  is  a  correct  list  of  the  thirteen  chil¬ 
dren  of  George  Avise  Sr.,  names  and  dates  copied  from 
the  records  of  the  Trinity  Episcopal  and  Zion  Moravian 
Churches. 

Of  his  first  wife  there  is  no  record.  The  daughter, 
(I)  Ann  Cole,  is  mentioned  in  her  father's  will. 

His  second  wife's  name  was  Ann - .  They  had 

four  children. 

SOBEL  AVISS,  II.  January  25,  1735.  (Trinity 
record.)  She  appears  in  the  Moravian  records 
as  Isabel  Avis,  first  wife  of  Henry  Murphy, 
farmer,  of  Penn's  Neck.  Tliey  had  four  children,  all  bap¬ 
tized  in  the  Moravian  Church  with  George  and  Jane  Avis, 
and  John  and  Agnes  Avis  as  sponsors.  She  died  in  1782. 


EORGE  AVISS.  III.  Born  March  26,  1737  (Trinity 
record.)  Married  Hannah  Rumford  (English). 
Both  belonged  to  the  Moravian  Church  and  lived 
in  the  vicinity.  There  is  a  record  of  four  children.  After 
the  Revolutionary  War  his  property  was  confiscated  for 
loyalty  to  the  crown.  He  ;>vas  said  to  be  the  wealthiest 
member  of  the  family. 


ARAH  AVISE,  IV.,  unmarried.  Member  of  the 
Moravian  Church. 


OHN  AVISE,  V.,  1742-1787.  Farmer  of  Penn's 
Neck,  bom  on  Old  Man's  Creek.  Married  Sarah 
Agnes  Holmes  in  1765.  She  wasrbom  in  1747 
and  baptized  into  the  Moravian  Church  in  1768.  Of  him 
the  obituary  says,  “He  was  a  faithful  follower  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  His  commandments,  by  which  he  maintained 
his  character  as  a  child  of  God,  not  only  among  the 
members  of  this  congregation,  but  among  his  neighbors, 
and  was  beloved  and  respected  by  them.”  They  had 
eleven  children.  (See  Moravian  records.) 

In  the  old  church  yard  there  are  two  white  marble 
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stones  with  these  inscriptions:  “John  Avise,  who  de¬ 
parted  this  life  Jan.  19,  1849,  aged  79  yrs.  8  mos.  and  27 
days.”  “Esther,  wife  of  John  Avise,  died  May  28,  1848, 
aged  84  yrs  and  6  mos.”  This  man  was  the  oldest  son  of 
John  Avise  Sr.  He  was  born  in  1770  and  married  Esther 
Pierce,  a  widow,  maiden  name  Campbell,  of  near  Haddon- 
field.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  Frederick  Near¬ 
ing  in  1797.  He  was  a  farmer  of  Woolrich  Twp. 

There  is  no  record  of  the  death  of  George  Avise’s 
second  wife. 

In  1747  he  took  for  his  third  wife  Jane  Angelow, 
1728-1792.  Jane  Angelow  was  a  daughter  of  Philip  and 
Jane  Angelow.  He  w^as  a  widower  of  fifty-six  with  five 
children.  She  was  a  young  girl  of  nineteen.  She  seems  to 
have  been  a  faithful  and  devoted  wife  and  mother.  They 
had  eight  children. 

ILLIAM  AVISE.  VI.  1749-1787.  Married  Ann 
Rumford  in  1781.  He  was  probably  a  farmer, 
as  the  homestead  was  to  be  his  after  the  death 
of  his  mother.  He  had  four  children.  (See  Moravian 
record.) 

AMES  AVISE.  VII.  1751-1795.  Cordwainer, 
Tanner  and  Farmer.  Owned  considerable  prop¬ 
erty.  Married  Mary  Griest  in  1772.  Had  ten 
children.  (See  Moravian  records.) 

ACCHEUS  AVISE.  VIII.  Born  1754.  Married 
Sussanah  Cabner  (Swede).  Four  children  are 
recorded.  He  must  have  lived  to  a  good  old 
age  for  the  writer  has  met  several  people  who  remem¬ 
bered  him.  In  his  early  days  he  was  a  woodsman  in  the 
employ  of  Captain  Decatur,  who  owned  a  large  tract  of 
woodland  in  that  section.  He  was  said  to  be  a  large  and 
powerful  man.  Some  years  ago  I  met  his  grand-daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Daniels,  daughter  of  Mary  Avis  Mattson  of 
Philadelphia.  She  told  me  her  grandfather  lived  in  the 
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old  house  by  the  church.  She  also  said  that  her  mother 
told  her  they  were  Swedes,  and  that  she  had  often  noticed 
that  the  old  stock  looked  like  Swedes.  Mrs.  Daniels  was 
a  Moravian  and  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Stock,  wife  of  Rev. 
Stock,  at  one  time  pastor  of  Alloway  Baptist  Church,  was 
baptized  in  the  old  Moravian  Church,  sponsored  by  her 
grandmother,  Mary  Avise  Mattson. 

OSEPH  AVISE.  IX.  Bom  1756.  Married  Sarah 
Riley  1781. 


ANNAH  AVISE,  X.  1758.  Married  Samuel 
Burden  (Borden)  in  1778.  Two  children 
recorded. 

ACHEL  AVISE,  XL  Born  1761,  married  to  Banja- 
min  Johnson  in  1782  by  the  Rev.  William  Worth, 
pastor  of  the  Pittsgrove  Baptist  Church.  Four 
children  recorded. 

EBECCA  AVISE.  XII.  Bora  1763.  Married  Joseph 
Barker  (Harcour)  in  1782. 

ANE  AVISE.  XIII.  Bora  1766,  was  married  to 
Martin  Katz,  cordwainer,  in  1785  by  Francis 
Bochler. 

These  marriages  were  usually  performed  on  Sun¬ 
day,  and  when  not  otherwise  noted,  by  Frederick  Smith. 
As  was  the  custom,  the  children  of  neighbors  intermar¬ 
ried  and  settled  near  the  old  home. 

The  name  was  writen  Avise  on  this  birth  register 
and  neither  before  nor  after. 

Cordwainer  means  shoemaker.  In  those  days  all 
shoes  were  made  by  hand.  The  shoemaker  was  an  arti¬ 
san,  not  merely  a  cobbler.  He  not  only  made  the  cow¬ 
hide  boots  and  calfskin  shoes  of  working  people,  but  did 
fine  custom  work  for  the  city  stores. 
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Some  of  the  old  people  had  low  markers  used  by  the 
Moravians ;  they  have  been  covered  over  by  the  soil. 


WILL  OF  GEORGE  AVISE  SR.,  1782 


In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  I,  George  Avise  Sr., 
of  Woolwich  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  state  of  West 
Jersey,  the  14th  day  of  October,  1782,  being  in  perfect 
mindand  memory  but  somewhat  indisposed,  thanks  be  given 
to  God  for  his  unspeakable  gift,  and  well  knowing  that 
it  is  appointed  unto  all  men  to  die;  do  therefore  make 
and  ordain  this  my  last  will  and  testament,  in  manner 
and  form  following,  viz:  Imprimis;  It  is  my  mind  and 
vvill  that  aU  my  just  debts  and  funeral  expenses  be  paid 
by  my  executors  hereafter  named.  Item :  I  give  and  be¬ 
queath  to  my  wife,  Jane  Avise,  one  feather  bed  and  fur¬ 
niture,  one  cow,  one  horse,  and  20  pounds  in  gold  or  silver 
money,  and  also  give  unto  her  my  plantation  whereon 
I  now  live,  that  is  to  say  while  she  remains  my  widow, 
and  no  longer,  and  that  I  give  her  in  lieu  of  a  dowry.  I 
give  George  Avise  Jr.,  my  son,  ten  pounds  on  proviso 
that  he  comes  to  demand  it  himself  of  the  English,  to  be 
paid  out  of  my  estate.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  son 
John  Avise  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  to  be  paid  out  of  my 
estate  as  hereinafter  mentioned.  I  give,  devise  and  be¬ 
queath  to  my  son  William  Avise,  his  heirs  and  assigns 
forever,  after  my  wife's  decease,  or  her  changing  her  con¬ 
dition,  all  my  plantation  v/here  I  now  dwell,  containing 
140  acres  of  land,  he  paying  the  proportion  of  legacies, 
which  lands  I  purchased  of  Peter  Justice.  Item.  I  give, 
devise  and  bequeath  to  my  son  Zaccheus,  his  heirs  and 
assigns  forever,  all  that  plantation,  the  John  Lights  plan¬ 
tation,  containing  120  acres  which  I  purchased  of  William 
Michael,  he  paying  an  equal  proportion  of  my  legacies, 
according  to  the  quantity  of  land,  and  no  more.  Item.  I 
give  and  bequeath  to  James  Avise  five  shillings  because 


I  have  made  a  deed  to  him  for  his  house  and  land  already. 
Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Ann  Cole  five 
shillings  because  of  her  having  her  portion  already. 
Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Sarah  the 
sum  of  five  pounds  to  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver  as  aforesaid. 
Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daughter  Hanna  Bur- 
ding  the  sum  of  five  pounds  in  gold  or  silver  to  be  paid 
as  aforesaid.  Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  daugh¬ 
ter  Rachel  Johnson  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  in  gold  or 
silver,  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid.  Item.  I  give  and  bequeath 
to  my  son  Joseph  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  that 
tract  of  land  which  I  purchased  of  William  Souder  con¬ 
taining  fifty  acres.  Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  Re¬ 
becca  Avis  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  in  gold  or  silver  to  be 
paid  to  her  as  aforesaid.  Item.  I  give  and  bequeath  to 
my  daughter  Jane  Avise  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  in  gold 
or  silver  money  to  be  paid  when  she  comes  to  the  age 
of  18.  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Moravian  or  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Brethren  ten  pounds  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel. 
I  hereby  constitute  and  appoint  my  trusty  friend  William 
Griest,  my  son  John  Avise,  and  my  well-beloved  wife 
Jane  Avise  my  executors  in  this  my  last  will  and  testa¬ 
ment.  GEORGE  AVISE  (XXX)  his  mark. 

Witnesses : 

JOHN  LIGHT  JOSEPH  HUGG,  Surrogate 

JOHN  HUFFMAN  BOWES  REED,  Registrar 

MARTIN  CATT 

Sworn  to  at  Woodbury,  Nov.  16,  1785. 

Probated,  Proved  and  Granted  unto  John  Avise, 
Executor  at  the  same  time. 

Note. — George  Avise  paid  100  pounds  for  the  120 
acres  which  he  bought  of  William  Mickle  in  1755. 

Note. — George  Avise  owned  other  land  not  men¬ 
tioned  in  his  will,  and  disposed  of  during  his  lifetime. 
According  to  Asa  Reeves  the  center  of  the  tract  was 
where  the  road  from  Woodstown  to  Swedesboro  crosses 
the  Salem  railroad. 
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OSEPH  A  VISE,  1756,  youngest  son  of 
George  Avise  Sr.  and  Jane  Angelow  Avise, 
was  bom  near  Old  Man's  Creek  in  Gloucester 
Co.,  March  31,  1756,  and  was  baptized  May 
27  by  Earnest  Gambold.  His  early  life 
was  probably  that  of  the  ordinary  boy  on  the  fann. 

Tradition  says  that  as  a  young  man  he  wanted  to 
marry  Sarah  Riley,  but  her  parents  refused  their  consent 
and  he  enlisted  in  the  New  Jersey  militia,  and  served  till 
the  end  of  the  war.  At  that  time  either  the  parents  had 
experienced  a  change  of  heart,  or  Sarah  had  become  of 
age  and  was  able  to  marry  the  man  of  her  choice.  The 
record  says,  “Sunday,  Dec.  11,  1781,  was  given  in  mar¬ 
riage  together  the  single  Joseph  Avise  and  the  single 
Sarah  Riley  by  Frederick  Smith."  Their  names  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Moravian  Church  appear  in  1785.  Their  first 
three  children  were  baptized  there  and  one  buried  there. 
Later  on  they  may  have  moved  to  Swedesboro  as  our 
grandfather  claimed  to  have  been  born  there.  Still  later 
they  moved  to  Woodstown  (Newtown)  and  lived  in  a 
brick  house  near  the  pond.  The  house  is  still  standing. 
Joseph  Avise  died  there,  and  was  laid  in  the  old  Moravian 
ground.  The  date  has  not  been  preserved.  It  was  prob¬ 
ably  early  in  1800,  for  none  of  his  grandchildren  remem¬ 
bered  him. 

What  his  vocation  was  we  do  not  know.  He  owned 
a  plantation  which  he  sold  to  his  brother  James.  Gur 
grandfather  is  credited  with  saying  that  at  the  age  of 
14  in  1802  he  became  the  main  support  of  the  family 
because  his  father  was  a  cripple,  having  had  his  leg 
crushed  by  a  falling  tree  w*hen  at  work  in  the  woods. 

He  seems  to  have  used  the  Avise  form  of  the  name. 
In  a  subscription  taken  for  Trinity  Church  (no  date), 
Joseph  Avise  gave  one  pound  six  shillings.  There  is  a 
marginal  note  which  says,  “probably  Aviss."  His  name 
was  signed  as  Joseph  Avis  as  witness  to  his  brother 
James'  will  in  1795. 
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There  is  a  tradition  that  he  was  with  Washington  at 
Valley  Forge,  but  it  cannot  be  verified.  Neither  he  nor 
his  wife  received  a  pension. 

His  war  record  received  from  the  Adjutant  General 
of  New  Jersey,  follows : 

JOSEPH  AVIS 

was  Private,  Colonel  Richard  Somers’  Third  Regiment, 
Gloucester  County,  New  Jersey  Militia,  1777,  for  four 
months;  received  bounty  amounting  to  L3:15:0,  Decem¬ 
ber  27,  1776;  Ensign,  Gloucester  County,  New  Jersey 
Militia,  1780;  received  pay  for  conducting  to  camp  the 
Gloucester  County  recruits  raised  for  the  New  Jersey 
Continental  Line  under  Act  of  June  14,  1780;  received 
certificate  356,  amounting  to  L3:11:1S,  for  the  deprecia¬ 
tion  of  his  Continental  pay  in  the  Gloucester  County  New 
Jersey  Militia — during  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Residence,  Gloucester  County,  New  Jersey. 

Original  signature  (Joseph  Avise)  on  file. 

FREDERICK  GILKYSON, 

The  Adjutant  General. 

A  letter  from  Gen.  Gilkyson  follows : 

Dear  Madam:  In  compliance  with  your  recent  re¬ 
quest  I  am  enclosing  a  certificate  containing  all  the  infor¬ 
mation  available  in  this  office  concerning  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War  record  of  Ensign  JOSEPH  AVISE,  of  Gloucester 
County. 

The  first  reference  listed  does  not  indicate  the  sol¬ 
dier’s  rank,  but  it  is  not  believed  that  he  was  an  officer 
at  the  time  that  particular  service  was  performed. 

The  Act  of  June  14,  1780,  authorizing  the  raising  of 
624  men  to  complete  the  three  regiments  of  the  New 
Jersey  Continental  Line,  for  service  until  January  1, 1781. 
The  quota  for  Gloucester  County  was  51  men.  Upon 
muster  of  recruits  from  any  militia  regiment,  they  were 
to  be  marched  under  a  subaltem  officer  to  the  camp  of 
the  New  Jersey  Brigade.  In  the  case  of  Gloucester  Coun- 
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ty  that  officer  was  Ensign  JOSEPH  AVISE,  whose  sig¬ 
nature  appears  on  two  original  manuscripts.  On  Septem¬ 
ber  4,  1780,  he  received  into  his  charge  certain  recruits, 
and  on  December  4,  1780,  he  received  pay  in  full  for  con¬ 
ducting  them  to  camp. 

Nothing  shows  the  date  of  his  commission  as  En¬ 
sign,  nor  do  we  have  any  information  concerning  the 
termination  of  his  service. 

Ti’adition  says  he  served  till  the  end  of  the  war. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Sarah  Riley  Avis 
lived  with  her  son  George  and  died  at  his  hom*e  in  Upper 
Pittsgrove. 

Joseph  and  Sarah  Avise  had  eight  children,  as  fol¬ 
io  Vvs  : 

USANNE,  I.  1782-1860,  baptized  in  the  Moravian 
Church,  married  Caleb  Reeves,  a  blacksmith. 
The  writer  remembers  them  as  living  in  a  log 
house  where  the  Daretown  Road  crosses  the  Yorktown 
Road.  The  sons  lived  near  by. 

1.  JOSEPH  REEVES  married  Elizabeth  Urion.  Had 
a  woolen  mill  and  saw  mill.  His  brother  (2)  THOMAS 
associated  with  him,  married  Rachel  Lloyd.  Their  grand^ 
daughter,  Ella,  married  Clement  Mickle,  who  owns  and 
lives  at  Ballenger’s  Mill.  Has  three  daughters,  all  un¬ 
married. 

3.  ASA  REEVES  was  a  farmer,  bom  in  Pilesgrove 
township  in  1823,  married  Sarah  Urion.  Was  at  one  time 
keeper  of  State  Prison  at  Trenton.  The  closing  years  of 
his  life  were  spent  in  Woodstown,  where  he  died,  living 
to  be  over  90  years  old.  To  him  the  writer  is  indebted 
for  many  of  the  family  traditions. 

4.  ANN  REEVES  was  twice  manded.  Her  first  hus¬ 
band  was  — =  Wallen ;  two  daughters  survive.  Her  sec¬ 
ond  husband  was  Samuel  Ballenger,  near  Eldredges  Hill. 
They  had  several  children. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Susan  Avis  voted  for 
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Thomas  Jefferson  for  President  in  1804  under  the  Colo¬ 
nial  Law.  The  law  afterwards  changed  so  that  only  male 
citizens  over  21  years  of  age  had  the  right  of  suffrage. 

Caleb  Reeves  lived  to  be  upwards  of  ninety,  and  died 
at  the  home  of  his  son  in  Yorktown.  Both  were  laid  in 
the  Friends'  burying  ground  in  Woodstown. 

HARLES  AVIS.  II.  Born  1784,  died  April  23,  1852. 
Married  Elizabeth  Grice;  died  1832.  Was  a 
wheelwright  and  lived  in  Sharpestown,  N.  J. 
Both  lie  in  the  Friends'  burying  ground,  Woodstown. 

1.  CHARLES  AVIS  JR.,  wheelwright  of  Sharpes- 
towne,  married  Ruth  McCarson.  They  had  three  children, 
as  follows: 

a.  Joseph  Avis,  also  wheelwright  of  Sharpestown, 
married  Jane  Ballenger,  a  daughter  of  Ann  Reeves 
Ballenger.  His  second  wife  was  Margaret  Husted.  One 
son  #i  Charles  Avis  is  living  in  Woodstown. 

b.  Anna.  Married  Thomas  Hewitt.  No  children. 

c.  Emma,  died  unmarried. 

2.  SAMUEL  AVIS.  Held  several  local  offices  such  as 
assessor,  and  overseer  of  the  poor.  Unmarried. 

3.  CALEB.  Lived  in  Danville,  Pa.  Died  in  the  Union 
Army  during  the  Civil  War.  Left  one  daughter. 


NNE.  III.  1786-1800.  Baptized  and  buried  by  the 
Moravian  Church. 


EORGE.  IV.  1788-April  23,  1862.  Married  Hannah 
Pritchett. 


ANE.  V.  1788.  Married  Joseph  Kidd,  died  at  the 
home  of  her  twin  brother,  George,  in  Upper 
Pittsgrove.  Left  two  daughters,  Rebecca  and 
Henrietta.  Married  John  Cann. 
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OSEPH.  VL  Emigrated  to  the  Far  West,  which 
was  then  Ohio.  There  are  a  number  having  the 
Avis  name  living  at  Youngstown,  Ohio,  who 
may  or  may  not  be  his  descendants. 


EBECCA.  VII.  Unmarried.  Lies  in  the  Moravian 
graveyard. 

f^j^T  HARLOTTE,  VIII.  Married  Nicholas  Blackman, 
who  was  a  sailor  and  was  lost  at  sea,  as  was  his 
son.  Captain  Andrew  Blackman,  and  his  little 
son,  whom  he  had  with  him.  The  family  lived  at  Ken¬ 
sington,  Philadelphia.  Grandfather  was  very  fond  of  this 
sister,  and  the  families  visited  back  and  forth,  and 
grandfather  went  alone  to  her  funeral  in  1860. 

She  had  three  daughters:  Jennie,  unmarried; 
Clarissa,  unmarried ;  Sarah,  married. 
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EORGE  AVIS,  1788-1862,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Sarah  Riley  Avise,  was  bom  in  Swedesboro, 
in  17§8.  His  early  education  was  received 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  time  and  he 
learned  the  weaver’s  trade.  During  the  war 
of  1812  he  had  a  small  factory  of  twelve  looms,  presum¬ 
ably  located  in  Swedesboro.  With  the  introduction  of 
machinery,  hand-weaving  became  unprofitable  and  he 
engaged  in  farming.  He  always  kept  one  loom  which  he 
enjoyed  using.  In  the  home  were  linen  sheets,  woolen 
blankets,  counterpanes  and  beautiful  carpets,  all  carded, 
spun  and  woven  by  hand.  Also  rag  carpets  and  linsey- 
woolsey  for  clothing.  His  daughters  were  proud  when 
they  had  a  calico  dress  to  wear  to  church  when  they  were 
small. 

On  March  25,  1810,  he  was  married  to  Hannah 
Prichett,  bora  1790.  After  living  in  Swedesboro  a  few 
years,  they  moved  to  what  was  known  as  the  Shute  Place, 
not  far  from  the  old  Avis  home.  The  owners  of  the  farm 
were  Priscilla  and  Aquilla  Shute.  Most  of  the  children 
were  bom  there.  From  there  they  moved  to  the  White 
Place  near  Woodstown,  owned  by  Samuel  and  Jerusha 
White.  Hester  was  bora  there  in  1831. 

Sept.  6,  1834,  a  deed  was  executed  to  George  Avis 
for  the  property  of  Samuel  DuBois  by  his  executor,  Jere¬ 
miah  Foster,  for  a  tract  of  land  containing  62.69 
acres,  also  woodland  containing  16.62  acres,  described 
as  being  on  the  road  leading  to  Pittstown  and  also  on 
the  road  leading  to  the  Presbyterian  parsonage,  and  ad¬ 
joining  that  land.  (See  Book  of  Deeds,  Page  108,  Salem 
Co.,  Land  Records.) 

Some  part  of  this  he  probably  sold,  for  the  home¬ 
stead  contained  54  acres.  Family  tradition  says  that  he 
moved  there  in  1838.  He  lived  there  until  the  spring  of 
1862,  when  he  sold  it  to  Henry  DuBois  and  went  to  live 
with  his  daughter,  Hannah  Sheppard,  where  he  died  April 
25,  1862.  His  wife  had  passed  away  April,  1853. 
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In  politics  he  was  a  Whig,  afterward  a  Republican. 
He  took  an  intense  interest  in  the  events  preceding  the 
Civil  War,  and  his  last  vote  was  cast  for  Abraham  Lin¬ 
coln  for  President  in  1860.  In  religion  he  was  a  Mora¬ 
vian,  but  late  in  life  joined  the  Nazareth  M.  E.  Church 
at  Watson’s  Corner,  now  Aldine.  I  remember  him  as  an 
old  man,  tall  and  rather  spare,  with  blue  eyes  and  very 
bald. 

He  was  said  to  be  a  good  farmer  and  a  man  of  good 
j'udgment  and  rare  common-sense. 

The  old  farm  was  a  homey  place  standing  back  from 
the  road  surrounded  by  shade  and  cherry  trees,  old  fash¬ 
ioned  flowers,  and  an  unusually  fine  orchard,  especially 
the  summer  pears.  In  passing  we  must  pay  a  tribute 
to  the  delicious  cold  water  in  the  well.  Inside  almost  every 
room  had  a  fireplace;  but  they  were  closed  later  on  and 
the  house  heated  with  ten  plate  stoves  with  wood  fires. 

My  grandmother  I  remember  only  as  a  dear  old  lady 
in  white  cap  and  kerchief,  on  whose  lap  or  by  whose  side 
I  used  to  sit.  She  was  greatly  beloved  and  respected  by 
her  family  and  friends. 

Her  teaching  and  example  in  thoroughness  and  de¬ 
pendability  not  only  moulded  the  lives  of  her  own 
children,  but  they  have  been  passed  down  the  line.  “Being 
dead,  she  yet  speaketh.” 

Both  George  and  Hannah  Avis  lie  in  the  M.  E. 
churchyard  at  Aldine.  They  were  survived  by  eight  chil- 
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ARY  AVIS  HARRIS,  1811-1881,  daughter  of 
George  and  Hannah  Pritchett  Avis,  was  born 
Nov.  8,  1811,  in  Swedesboro.  She  married 
Aaron  D.  Harris  in  1836.  He  was  a  good 
husband,  a  good  miller,  and  a  good  Meth¬ 
odist  ;  and  she  was  a  good  wife  and  mother.  When  first 
married  they  lived  in  Daretown,  afterward  in  Woods- 
town.  For  several  years  he  ran  what  was  then  known 
as  Reeve’s  'Mill,  afterward  Ballenger’s,  now  owned  and 
operated  by  Clement  Mickle,  whose  wife  is  a  great  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Susan  Avis  Reeves.  They  owned  a  farm 
with  a  brick  house  where  they  lived  on  the  top  of  the 
hill  toward  Aldine.  Some  time  between  1850-55  he 
bought  the  Smathers  Mill,  about  two  and  a  half  miles 
from  Deerfield,  where  he  continued  in  business  until  his 
death  in  1886,  Mary  having  passed  away  January  1,  1881. 
They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  seven  dying 
in  infancy.  The  family  burial  plot  is  in  the  M.  E.  Grave¬ 
yard,  Woodstown,  N.  J. 

The  five  who  live  follow : 


ILLIAM  S.  I.  1838-1899,  married  Anna  Johnson 
died  1919.  He  was  a  farmer,  lived  near  Deerfieldi. 
Road.  They  had  eight  children. 


1.  FRANCIS  B.,  bom  1859,  married  Harriet  Hitch- 
ner.  He  is  a  physician  in  Canton,  N.  J.  Especially 
interested  in  Astronomy. 

Sallie  T.,  bora  1863,  married  Charles  Hitchner. 

3.  Ella  M.,  bora  1865,  died  1877. 

4.  William  S.,  born  1868,  married  (1)  Anna  M.  Baker, 
(2)  Hannah  Pampered. 

5.  Anna  J.,  born  1873,  married  Frank  Sloan. 

6.  Hannah  B,  born  1875,  married  Harry  Stretch. 

7.  Aaron  D.,  born  1878,  married  Mary  Smith. 

8.  Chester  J.,  bora  1881,  married  Mary  Jamison. 
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EORGE  AVIS,  11.  1844-1903.  He  was  a  member 
of  Co.  K,  12th  Regiment,  N.  J.  Volunteers.  He 
enlisted  August  11,  1862,  and  served  until  the 
end  of  the  war,  being  discharged  at  Trenton,  June 
1865.  After  returning  home  he  studied  medicine,  and 
practiced  a  short  time  in  Mahanoy  City,  afterward  in 
Bridgeton,  N.  J.,  where  he  was  a  very  succesful  physi¬ 
cian.  He  was  married,  (1)  Rachel  Hilyard,  (2)  Carrie 
Kampf,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Ralph,  who  lives  in 
Bridgeton,  N.  J. 


IDEON  PRITCHETT,  III.  March  29,  1845-April 
20  1869. 


Wovl.  I'Ji? 

ARY  ELIZABETH,  Iv.,  bom  March  19,  1850, 
married  Harry  Williams.  They  live  in  AUoway, 
N.  J.  Have  children  as  follows : 


1.  LUCILLA,  married  Claurance  Letts,  railroad 
engineer  and  Mennonite  preacher.  Lives  at  Oceanville, 
N.  J.  Have  children : 


a.  Grace,  married  Wilson  Cirone,  have  one  child, 
Wilson,  a  great  grandson. 

b.  Leroy  Letts.  Ralph  Letts. 

2.  JENNIE,  married  Leroy  Robbins,  live  in  Bridge- 
ton,  New  Jersey.  No  children. 

3.  DAVID,  lives  at  Pt.  Marion,  Pa.  Has  seven 
children. 

a.  Geraldine,  b.  Margaret,  c.  James,  d.  Thelma, 
e.  Lionel,  f.  David,  g.  a  baby. 

4.  LAURA,  married  Joseph  Maran,  lives  in  Wilkes- 

barre.  Pa.  Has  two  children :  ij^  (P Wc 

a.  Grace,  b.  Marjory. 
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AVID  HELTY.  V.  1853-1918.  Kept  a  restaurant 
in  Pleasantville,  N.  J.  Married  Kate  Woodnut. 
Had  children  as  follows: 


1.  FLORA,  married  —  Ivins,  lives  at  Harrisonville, 
New  Jersey. 


2.  DAVID;  3.  ALBERT;  4.  GEORGE;  6.  RALPH, 
married— lives  at  Pleasantville,  New  Jersey. 
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LIZABETH  AVIS  ADAMS,  1813-1849,  was 
the  second  daughter  of  George  and  Hannah 
P.  Avis.  She  was  born  in  Swedesboro,  Janu¬ 
ary  29, 1813.  When  a  young  girl  she  learned 
the  milliner  trade  in  Philadelphia  and  board¬ 
ed  with  Auntie  Pritchett  There  she  met  William  Donald¬ 
son  Adams,  a  widower  with  two  children,  Sarah  Jane  and 
Elizabeth,  to  whom  she  was  married  April  18,  1842.  He 
was  a  tobacconist  with  a  store  and  cigar  factory  near  the 
comer  of  Fifth  and  Brown  streets,  Philadelphia.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Avis  Adams  had  three  children: 

MARY, . I  1843-1846. 

HESTER  ANN,  H.  1845-1849. 

EMMA  ELIZABETH,  HI 

In  the  winter  of  1849  the  family  decided  to  move  to 
Missouri,  going  all  the  way  by  water.  They  went  by 
canal  to  Pittsburgh,  crossing  the  mountains  by  the  old 
Portage  Road.  From  Pittsburgh  they  went  down  the 
Ohio,  down  the  Mississippi,  and  up  the  Missouri  to  Jef¬ 
ferson  City.  Just  after  leaving  the  latter  place  cholera 
broke  out  on  board  ship.  They  were  placed  in  a  camp  on 
shore;  but  many  of  the  passengers  died,  among  them 
were  William  and  Elizabeth  Adams,  his  daughter,  Eliza-, 
beth,  and  their  daughter,  Hettie;  leaving  the  oldest  and 
the  youngest  children  alive.  As  soon  as  the  danger  from 
cholera  was  past.  Rev.  Ira  Foster,  a  brother  of  Hannah 
Foster  Avis,  was  sent  to  bring  the  children  home.  Sarah 
Jane  was  taken  by  her  fathers'  sisters.  She  died  in  Wil¬ 
liamsport,  Pa.,  Dec.  23,  1916,  at  the  age  of  83.  Emma 
Elizabeth  was  given  a  home  with  her  grandparents, 
George  and  Hannah  Avis,  where  she  lived  until  the  home 
was  broken  up.  After  that  she  had  a  home  with  E.  L.  L. 
and  Hannah  Sheppard!  During  her  childhood  she  was 
cared  for  by  her  aunties,  Sarah,  Hannah  and  Hester, 
especially  Hannah,  who  was  the  housekeeper.  This  little 
story  of  the  Avis  family  is  a  small  tribute  to  their  love 
and  watch-care  over  an  orphan  girl 
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MMA  ELIZABETH  ADAMS,  III.,  was  born  at 
Fifth  and  Brown  streets,  Philadelphia,  Feb.  25, 
1848.  She  attended  the  Daretown  school  four 
summers  and  two  winter  terms.  Joel  Sayer  was  her 
first  teacher  and  Joshua  Lippencott  most  of  the  time 
thereafter.  In  1863  she  entered  the  N.  J.  S.  Normal  in 
Trenton,  where  she  graduated  in  1865,  just  at  the  time 
when  the  N.  J.  Volunteers  were  coming  to  the  capital 
to  be  discharged.  After  teaching  one  short  term  near 
Quinton  and  one  at  Aldine,  she  taught  a  year  and  a  half 
in  and  near  Paterson,  N.  J.  Returning  home  she  taught 
one  year  in  Daretown. 

In  the  summer  orP*  1869  she  went  to  Williamsport, 
Pa.,  for  a  visit;  had  the  offer  of  a  school,  and  taught 
there  three  years.  Dec.  18,  1872,  she  was  married  to 
Joseph  H.  McMinn.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Philadelphia 
College  of  Pharmacy;  but  being  unable  to  follow  that 
business,  he  entered  the  employ  of  Peter  Herdic  until  he 
broke  up;  afterward  was  superintendent  of  the  Williams¬ 
port  Water  Co.  In  1888  he  embarked  in  the  coal  and 
flagstone  business.  He  had  a  cottage  and  a  quarry  near 
Queen’s  Run,  Pa.,  where  the  family  spent  the  summers 
for  ten  years.  In  1916,  owing  to  failing  health,  he  sold 
out  the  coal  business  and  on  July  8th,  1919,  he  passed 
away  and  the  home  where  they  had  lived  for  45  years 
was  broken  up. 

Mrs.  McMinn  has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church  for  60  years,  and  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  for  almost  40. 

They  had  seven  children,  as  folows: 

1.  JOHN  AVIS,  Nov.  7,  1873-May  30,  1878. 

2.  Elizabeth,  Sept.  16,  1875-June  11,  1878.  They 
died  with  diphtheria  and  both  were  buried  in  one  wide 
grave. 

3.  CAROLINE — Graduate  W.  H.  S.,  West  Chester 
Normal,  and  Pennsylvania  State  College  in  1915,  with  the 
degree  of  A.B.  and  half  enough  credits  for  A.M.  in  Science. 
She  taught  twelve  years  in  the  Williamsport  Public 
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Schools,  and  one  year  in  Reading.  During  the  war  she 
was  a  Farmerette  and  had  charge  of  a  group  at  West- 
town,  Chester  Co.,  afterward  was  a  Reconstruction  Aide 
in  various  hospitals,  beginning  with  Upton,  L.  L,  Spartan¬ 
burg,  S.  C.,  Hampton,  Va.,  Fort  McPherson,  Ga.,  and 
Oteen,  N.  C.  At  first  they  were  supposed  to  teach  any 
kind  of  hand  work  to  disabled  veterans  who  were  bed- 


the  session. 


fast.  After  book  teaching  was  taken  up,  she  taught 
Algebra,  Geometry,  Trigonometry  and  other  studies, 
sometimes  by  the  bedside  and  sometimes  in  schoolrooms 
for  two  years.  In  the  fall  of  1920  she  went  to  California, 
where  she  was  Educational  Director  in  the  Fresno  school 
for  disabled  veterans.  She  taught  Col¬ 

lege  preparatory  studies  until  the  scl 
years  later.  May  12, 1923,  she  married 
They  now  live  in  San  Diego,  Californ 

4.  JOSEPHINE,  1879-1923.  Gra] 
and  student  in  the  School  of  Industria 

5.  DAVID  ELLIS  MacMINU 

Williamsport,  Pennsylvania,  Nov 
Graduate  of  the  W.  H.  S.  One 
of  Keeler  &  Co.,  sixteen  years  a 
a  merchant  in  South  Williamsport,  n 
tist  Church  and  Past  Grand  of  the  I 
Florence  May  Jenkins  of  Williamspc 
Have  children  as  follows:  Fi 

a.  Twins,  June  17, 1909 — stillborn 


/ 


Miss  MacMinn  An 
Mr.  Bassett  Wedi 


David  E.  MacMinn.  o!  I6I7  Scott 
Street,  announces  the  marriage  of 
his  daughter,  Miss  Fokeiice  M. 
MacMinn,  and  Stanley  Bassett,  of 
2346  Linn  Street,  son  of  ;Mrs.  Lulu 
Bassett.  *  ' 

The  ceremony  was  performed  atj 
the  Northwest  Memorijal  Baptist 
Church,  Philadelphia,  Iv  the  Rev. 
H.  Clyde  Paxton.  < 


Attending  the  couple’  w^e  Miss 
M.  *  TTAAxt.7,  V  Helen  Lewis  and  the  bnie’s  ^brother, 

son,  Aug.  22,  1910;  C.  Herbert  WillH°®®P^  MacMinn.  The  bride  wore 

,  w  fnrp.st  c^rppn  with  hrnwn 

d.  Florence  May,  March  8,  1916 ;  e. 

1917. 

6.  ROBERT  MacMINN,  born 
Pennsylvania,  on  November  11,  1885 


forest  green  with  brown  accessories, 
Miss  Lewis  chosing  nay^  and  navy 
accessories. 

Mrs.  Bassett  Is  a  graduate  of  the 
South  Williamsport  Pigh  School  in 
tbe  class  of  1933.  Mr.  Bassett  was 


Williamsport  public  schools  and  gradu  graduated  from  the  Williamsport 


School  with  honors  in  1903.  Entering  school  m  the  same  year. 


in  the  fall  of  that  year,  he  graduateo  x 

the  degree  of  Civil  Engineer.  Since  that  time  he  has 


been  engaged  in  the  design,  manufacture  and  erection 
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MMA  ELIZABETH  ADAMS,  III.,  was  born  at 
Fifth  and  Brown  streets,  Philadelphia,  Feb.  25, 
1848.  She  attended  the  Daretown  school  four 
sunimers  and  two  winter  terms.  Joel  Sayer  was  her 
first  teacher  and  Joshua  Lippencott  most  of  the  time 
thereafter.  In  1863  she  entered  the  N.  J.  S.  Normal  in 
Trenton,  where  she  graduated  in  1865,  just  at  the  time 
when  the  N.  J.  Volunteers  were  coming  to  the  capital 
to  be  discharged.  After  teaching  one  short  term  near 
Quinton  and  one  at  Aldine,  she  taught  a  year  and  a  half 
in  and  near  Paterson,  N.  J.  Returning  home  she  taught 
one  year  in  Daretown. 

In  the  summer  1869  she  went  to  Williamsport, 
Pa.,  for  a  visit;  had  the  offer  of  a  school,  and  taught 
there  three  years.  Dec.  18,  1872,  she  was  married  to 
Joseph  H.  McMinn.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Philadelphia 
College  of  Pharmacy;  but  being  unable  to  follow  that 
business,  he  entered  the  employ  of  Peter  Herdic  until  he 
broke  up;  afterward  was  superintendent  of  the  Williams¬ 
port  Water  Co.  In  1888  he  embarked  in  the  coal  and 
flagstone  business.  He  had  a  cottage  and  a  quarry  near 
Queen’s  Run,  Pa.,  where  the  family  spent  the  summers 
for  ten  years.  In  1916,  owing  to  failing  health,  he  sold 
out  the  coal  business  and  on  July  8th,  1919,  he  passed 
away  and  the  home  where  they  had  lived  for  45  years 
v/as  broken  up. 

Mrs.  McMinn  has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
church  for  60  years,  and  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  for  almost  40. 

They  had  seven  children,  as  folows: 

1.  JOHN  AVIS,  Nov.  7,  1873-May  30,  1878. 

2.  Elizabeth,  Sept.  16,  1875-June  11,  1878.  They 
died  with  diphtheria  and  both  were  buried  in  one  wide 
grave. 

3.  CAROLINE — Graduate  W.  H.  S.,  West  Chester 
Normal,  and  Pennsylvania  State  College  in  1915,  with  the 
degree  of  A.B.  and  half  enough  credits  for  A.M.  in  Science. 
She  taught  twelve  years  in  the  Williamsport  Public 
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Schools,  and  one  year  in  Reading.  During  the  war  she 
was  a  Farmerette  and  had  charge  of  a  group  at  West- 
town,  Chester  Co.,  afterward  was  a  Reconstruction  Aide 
in  various  hospitals,  beginning  with  Upton,  L.  I.,  Spartan¬ 
burg,  S.  C.,  Hampton,  Va.,  Fort  McPherson,  Ga.,  and 
Oteen,  N.  C.  At  first  they  were  supposed  to  teach  any 
kind  of  hand  work  to  disabled  veterans  who  were  bed¬ 
fast.  After  book  teaching  was  taken  up,  she  taught 
Algebra,  Geometry,  Trigonometry  and  other  studies, 
sometimes  by  the  bedside  and  sometimes  in  schoolrooms 
for  two  years.  In  the  fall  of  1920  she  went  to  California, 
where  she  was  Educational  Director  in  the  Fresno  school 
for  disabled  veterans.  She  taught  •High  School  and  Col¬ 
lege  preparatory  studies  until  the  school  was  closed  two 
years  later.  May  12, 1923,  she  married  Richard  Lee  Boggs. 
They  now  live  in  San  Diego,  California. 

4.  JOSEPHINE,  1879-1923.  Graduate  of  W.  H.  S. 
and  student  in  the  School  of  Industrial  Arts,  Philadelphia. 

5.  DAVID  ELLIS  MacMINN  was  bom  in 

Williamsport,  Pennsylvania,  November  24,  1882. 
Graduate  of  the  W.  H.  S.  One  year  in  the  office 
of  Keeler  &  Co.,  sixteen  years  a  letter  carrier,  now 
a  merchant  in  South  Williamsport,  member  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  and  Past  Grand  of  the  I.  O.  0.  F.  Married 
Florence  May  Jenkins  of  Williamsport,  Ai^.  25,  1908. 
Have  children  as  follows  i  (/led  Oct.^  i^36l 

a.  Twins,  June  17, 1909 — stillborn ;  b.  Joseph  Hender¬ 
son,  Aug.  22,  1910;  c.  Herbert  William,  June  8,  1913; 
d.  Florence  May,  March  8,  1916;  e.  David  Ellis,  May  29, 
1917. 

6.  ROBERT  MacMINN,  born  in  Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania,  on  November  11,  1885.  He  attended  the; 
Williamsport  public  schools  and  graduated  from  the  High 
School  with  honors  in  1903.  Entering  Lehigh  University 
in  the  fall  of  that  year,  he  graduated  in  1907,  receiving 
the  degree  of  Civil  Engineer.  Since  that  time  he  has 
been  engaged  in  the  design,  manufacture  and  erection 
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of  steel  structures,  including  buildings  and  bridges,  and 
at  present  is  located  in  Pittsburgh  as  engineer  of  the 
McClintic  Marshall  Company. 

September,  18,  1915,  he  married  Mabel  Gardiner 
Russell,  daughter  of  Sara  S.  and  William  G.  Russell 
of  Philadelphia.  Mr.  MacMinn  is  a  member  of  the  Tau 
Beta  Phi  honorary  engineering  fraternity,  the  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Pittsburgh,  the  American  Society  of  Civil 
Engineers  and  the  University  Club.  No  children. 

7.  LEWIS  JAMES  MacMINN,  the  youngest  son  of 
Joseph  H.  and  Emma  E.  A.  MacMinn,  was  bom  in 
Williamsport  September  19,  1888,  and  educated  in  the 
public  schools.  He  also  took  a  course  in  Industrial  Art. 
After  traveling  around  for  a  few  years  and  trying  vari¬ 
ous  vocations,  he  decided  to  locate  in  Los  Angeles  and 
become  a  manufacturer  of  lighting  fixtures.  He  owns 
his  own  shop  and  home  and  being  able  to  draw  his  own 
designs,  he  makes  a  fine  grade  of  lamps  and  lanterns. 
June  13,  1912,  he  married  Mae  Bailey,  bom  in  London, 
England,  and  married  in  San  Francisco.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
MacMinn  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  They  have 
two  children. 

a.  James  Lewis,  bora  in  Alhambra,  California,  Feb. 
28, 1916. 

b.  Robert  Roy,  bom  in  Los  Angeles  June  23, 1922. 
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EORGE  AVIS  JR.,  1815-1884,  son  of  George 
and  Hannah  Pritchett  Avis,  was  bom  Sept. 
16,  1815,  in  Woolrich,  Twp.,  Gloucester  Co., 
N.  J.  In  early  life  he  lived  in  Philadelphia, 
where  he  married  Mary  Webb,  (b.  1814,) 
March  28,  1839.  At  one  time  they  lived  where  Jan  Ware 
now  lives  and  farmed  that  place  and  his  father's.  He 
learned  the  milling  trade  from  Aaron  D.  Harris  and  for 
some  years  ran  that  mill.  When  Harris  purchased  the 
mill  near  Deerfield,  George  Avis  moved  into  the  brick 
house  on  the  hill,  where  his  wife  died,  July  18,  1855, 

They  had  four  children ; 


LIZABETH.  I.  Oct.  8,  1842-May  30,  1869, 
unmarried. 


ILLIAM.  II.  Bom  March  18,  1845.  Educated  in  the 
District  School.  Enlisted  as  private  in  Co.  F 
12th  Volunteers  for  three  years,  but  owing  to 
sickness  was  discharged  March  31, 1863.  He  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  G.  A.  R.  Post  37.  Was  in  business  with  his  father 
for  some  years,  then  moved  to  Washington,  D.  C.,  where 
he  was  watchman  in  the  Government  Printing  Office 
building  for  30  years.  Returning  to  Elmer  about  1916. 
In  1866  he  was  married  in  Camden  by  P.  C.  Budd,  mayor 
of  Camden,  to  Frances  T.  Coles  (Quaker).  Died  Nov.  20, 
1923,  in  Elmer?  N.  J.  Survived  by  his  widow, 

ANNAH  PRITCHETT  AVIS.  III.  Bora  Jan.  10, 
1849,  Lived  with  her  grandmother  and  Aunt 
Margaret  Webb  in  Philadelphia.  Graduate  of  the 
Philadelphia  High  School.  Taught  school  for  a  short  time. 
Married  Charles  B.  Coles,  Dec.  28,  1871.  They  lived  on  a 
farm  near  Lincoln  Mills.  She  died  in  1908,  her  husband 
in  1917. 
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ARGARET  WEBB  AVIS,  IV.,  youngest  daughter 
of  George  and  Mary  Webb  Avis,  was  bom  near 
Daretown,  Aug.  7,  1852.  She  was  married  to 
John  Burroughs  Wamsley  of  Mullica  Hill,  Nov.  11,  1868. 
After  living  in  Mullica  Hill  for  a  short  time  they  moved 
to  Kansas.  Moved  from  there  to  Oklahoma  when  the  coun¬ 
try  was  first  opened  up  for  settlement.  Had  all  the  ups  and 
downs  of  a  pioneer  life.  Her  husband  farmed  a  section 
for  several  years  until  his  health  failed.  He  died  July  7, 
1905,  aged  63  years.  They  had  nine  children.  At  the 
present  time  (1927)  Mrs.  Wamsley  is  living  alone  in 
Drummond,  Okla.  “Will  be  75  on  her  next  birthday  and 
is  not  old.” 

Children  as  follows: 

1.  FLORENCE  MAY,  April  8,  1868.  She  married  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Airgood,  lived  in  Los  Angeles,  where 
she  died  aged  43.  years. 

2.  LIZZIE,  Nov.  12,  1870 ;  3.  WILLIAM,  Sept.,  1872 ; 

4.  CARRIE,  Dec.  26,  1875.  These  three  died  while 
babes. 

6.  GEORGE,  Dec.  28,  1878.  Had  four  children: 

а.  Earl,  b.  Bolech,  c.  Hairel,  d.  Glenn. 

George  is  a  shoeman  by  trade  and  can  do  anything. 

б.  MAGGIE,  May  9,  1883.  Her  husband  is  a  chicken 
farmer  at  Wichita,  Kansas.  Has  three  children:  Virgil, 
Velma  and  Carl,  who  is  clerk  in  a  store  at  Wichita.  The 
others  go  to  school. 

7.  BURL  H.,  May  5,  1885,  died  Sept  4,  1923.  Was  a 
mechanic,  had  threshing  machines  and  did  repair  work. 
Lived  with  his  mother  until  he  died.  Never  married. 

8.  VODIE  V.,  July  16,  1887.  Married  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Abe  Beacon,  a  farmer;  lives  in  Washington. 
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9.  AVIS,  bom  Oct.  19,  1890 ;  married  a  farmer. 

On  Oct.  16, 1856,  George  Avis  married  Amy  Rammell. 
A  short  time  after  that  he  went  in  partnership  with  his 
brother  Paul  in  the  Lincoln  Mills.  About  1867  he  bought 
the  Daretown  Mill,  and  improved  that  and  the  house 
until  he  had  a  very  beautiful  and  valuable  property.  He 
died  on  Oct.  20,  1884.  His  son  William  conducted  the 
business  for  a  time,  when  it  was  sold  to  Fox.  He  was 
the  only  Presbyterian  in  the  family,  having  married  two 
Presbyterian  wives.  Amy  Rammell  Avis  died  Jan.  10, 
1902.  They  had  one  daughter,  Mary  Webb  Avis,  bom  Jan. 
21, 1860,  died  Aug.  5, 1880,  all  buried  in  the  Presbyterian 
cemetery  at  Daretown. 


AUL  AVIS,  1817-1896,  son  of  George  Avis 
and  Hannah  Pritchett  Avis,  was  born  in 
Woolrich  twp.,  Gloucester  Co.,  N.  J.,  Dec.  12, 
1817.  He  was  educcated  in  the  District 
School  and  learned  the  milling  business  from 
Aaron  D.  Harris  at  what  was  afterward  known  as  Bal- 
lengePs  Mill.  In  1842  he  married  Hannah  (bom  1821) 
daughter  of  Judah  Foster,  who  lived  near  Pole  Tavern 
in  Upper  Pittsgrove.  Some  years  before  Judah  Foster 
had  married  the  mother  of  Harriet  Hichner,  so  that  the 
two  girls  came  into  the  Avis  family  from  the  same  home, 
although  not  related. 

In  the  spring  of  1849  Paul  Avis  was  keeping  a  coun¬ 
try  store  in  Daretowm,  N.  J.  He  probably  began  that 
business  about  the  time  of  his  marriage,  as  Christina, 
Henry  and  Elbridge,  and  perhaps  Matthew,  were  bom 
there,  and  Heniy  and  Christina  began  their  education 
in  the  Daretown  School.  In  1850  he  moved  to  Jessup’s 
Mill  near  Stringtown,  now  Lincoln,  which  he  purchased 
from  Joseph  Jessup  in  1866.  In  1867  he  rebuilt  the  mill 
and  shortly  after  that  time  took  in  his  brother  George  as 
a  partner. 

April  13,  1853,  his  son,  Paul  Howard,  was  bom  and 
9,  1863,  Hannah  Foster  Avis  passed  away. 

February  28,  1855,  Paul  Avis  took  for  his  second 
wife.  Sarah  Benezette,  daughter  of  Daniel  Benezette  of 
CJape  May,  N.  J.  They  were  married  in  a  Baptist  Church 
in  Jersey  City,  by  the  Rev.  Wheelock  H.  Parmley.  At 
that  time  her  sister,  Mrs.  Mollie  Decker,  was  living  in 
that  city.  Previously  she  had  made  her  home  with  her 
brother,  James  Benezette  at  Mullica  Hill.  She  had  learned 
dressmaking  from  Abbie  Ann  Haine.  When  she  met  her 
future  husband  she  was  sewing  at  Jessup’s,  who  owned 
the  saw  mill.  daughter,  Mrs.  Heritage  says,  “Our 

mother  was  a  quiet  gentlewoman,  very  sensitive  and 
high  strung,  always  rather  frail  and  caring  for  a  large 
family  on  a  limited  income  probably  accounts  for  the  seri¬ 
ne 


ous  nervous  condition  of  her  later  years.  She  was  a  won¬ 
derful  manager,  a  loving  wife  and  mother  and  a  kind 
neighbor.”  She  was  born  at  Dennisville,  N.  J. 

In  1872  the  old  house  was  rebuilt  to  accommodate  the 
growing  family. 

In  1867  Paul  and  George  Avis  dissolved  partnership, 
and  he  continued  his  business  alone  with  his  sons  until 
his  death.  He  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  passed  away  within  a 
few  months  of  each  other,  he  dying  March  16,  1896,  and 
she  Dec.  2, 1896.  Both  were  devoted  members  of  the  Pitts- 
grove  Baptist  church. 

By  his  first  wife,  Hannah  Foster,  he  had  five  chil¬ 
dren,  and  by  his  second  wife,  Sarah  Benezette,  he  had 
seven. 
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HRISTINA  DOANE  AVIS,  oldest  child  of 
Paul  and  Hannah  Foster  Avis,  was  born  in 
Daretown,  N.  J.,  Sept.  10,  1843.  The  sketch 
written  by  her  only  daughter,  Pauline  Moore 
Jones,  cannot  be  improved  upon. 

‘'My  father,  Joseph  W.  Moore,  was  bom  Oct.  23rd, 
1838.  He  died  March  19,  1924.  He  was  a  very  active 
man  for  his  years  until  he  had  a  cataract,  which  was  not 
operated  on  very  successfully.  This  was  about  three  years 
before  his  death.  He  enlisted  in  the  12th  Regiment,  N.  J. 
Vols.,  Aug.  9th,  1862.  Only  twelve  days  after  he  married 
my  mother,  only  18  years  old,  and  with  Uncle  Harry  en¬ 
listing  before  this  when  so  young,  I  cannot  imagine  the 
feelings  of  the  family  at  that  time.  My  father  took  part 
in  the  battles  of  Chancelorsville,  Wilderness,  and  Spott- 
sylvania.  Did  picket  duty  at  Noith  Anna  and  was  left 
behind  when  the  army  crossed  the  river,  but  soon  rejoined 
his  regiment  after  being  left  in  this  dangerous  position. 
He  continued  to  give  faithful  service  in  the  ranks  at 
Cold  Harbor  and  Petersburg,  but  missed  the  great  Gettys¬ 
burg  battle  while  detailed  in  the  wagon  train.  He  escaped 
without  any  wounds. 

Brother  Frank  T.  Moore  was  bom  May  9th,  1867. 
Was  married  to  Alberta  Parker  Feb.  18th,  1891.  They 
have  a  store  and  restaurant  at  Pitman,  N.  J.  They  have 
no  children. 

My  mother,  who  was  taken  so  young  in  life  with  such 
an  affliction  which  meant  years  of  suffering,  I  can  say 
but  little.  In  ministering  to  my  children  I  can  better  real¬ 
ize  my  terrible  loss,  when  I  see  how  my  life  was  so  bare 
of  the  love  and  care  which  only  a  mother  can  give.  I  am 
sending  you  a  little  verse  I  found  in  the  paper  one  day 
which  seemed  to  be  written  for  me. 

But  still  in  fadeless  memories 
They  are  treasured  every  one, 

These  little  golden  threads  of  life 
Her  hands  so  deftly  spun; 
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And  often  as  in  revery 
They  come  again  to  mind, 

I  would  that  I  might  leave 
As  rich  a  heritage  behind. 

I  also  regret  that  she  did  not  live  to  see  the  wonder¬ 
ful  inventions  of  recent  years,  which  add  so  much  to  our 
pleasure  and  convenience.  My  husband,  Walter  A.  Jones, 
was  born  March  19,  1871.  And  I,  Pauline  Foster,  was 
bom  May  21,,  1877.  We  were  married  Aug.  28, 1897. 

1.  SARAH  HAZELTON  JONES  was  born  Aug.  2, 
1899. 

2.  BLANCHE  LEONA  JONES  was  bom  May  31, 
1906. 


3.  WALTER  MOORE  JONES  was  bom  Sept.  16, 
1915. 

4.  ELSIE  MARIE  JONES  was  bom  Oct.  26,  1916. 

5.  HELEN  PAULINE  JONES  was  bom  Oct.  6, 1918. 


Neither  of  the  older  girls  attended  college.  Blanche 
graduated  from  Glassboro  Normal  School  and  will  soon 
finish  her  second  year  teaching. 

My  daughter  Hazel  was  married  Feb.  21,  1919,  to 
John  J.  Kirby.  They  have  two  little  girls. 


a.  Marion  Moore  Kirby,  bom  Oct.  18,  1923. 

b.  Emily  Ruth  Kirby,  bom  Feb.  17,  1926. 

My  husband  has  sold  his  farm  and  has  a  nice  busi¬ 
ness  place  near  the  railroad  station.  He  sells  coal,  feed, 
and  farmer’s  suplies.” 
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Henry  martin,  son  of  Paul  and  Hannah 
Foster  Avis,  was  born  in  Daretown,  N.  J.,  July 
27,  1845.  He  began  his  education  in  the 
Daretown  school,  removing  with  his  father 
to  Stringtown,  afterwards  Lincoln,  a  few 

years  later. 

When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  ran  away  and  en¬ 
listed  in  the  Union  Army,  as  did  many  young  men  of 
his  time.  His  official  record,  as  obtained  from  the  Ad¬ 
jutant  General  of  N.  J.,  is  rather  meager.  It  follows: 
“Henry  M.  Avis  was  enrolled  as  a  private.  Company  F, 
Twelfth  Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volunteer  Infantry,  July 
29,  1862 ;  mustered  in  for  the  period  of  three  years  from 
Sept.  4,  1862;  Sergeant  Sept.  2,  1864;  honorably  dis¬ 
charged  June  4,  1865,  at  camp  near  Munson’s  Hill,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  close  of  the  War  of  the  Rebelion. 

(Signed)  FREDERICK  GILKYSON, 

Attorney  General. 

He  further  says: 

“The  original  muster  out  roll  of  this  company  records 
his  enlistment  at  Woodbury,  N.  J.  The  regiment  partici¬ 
pated  in  numerous  engagements,  during  the  period  of  its 
service ;  but  there  is  nothing  on  record  at  this  time  of  the 
presence  of  individual  officers  or  enlisted  men  at 
particular  battles  or  skirmishes.” 

As  Henry  told  the  story,  he  had  many  interesting 
adventures  and  hair-breadth  escapes.  At  one  time  he 
acted  as  messenger,  carrying  dispatches  for  the  command¬ 
ing  officers.  As  he  was  in  the  same  Regiment  and  Com¬ 
pany  with  Joseph  Moore,  he  probably  participated  in  the 
same  battles.  Together  with  other  Jersey  troops  he  was 
finally  mustered  out  in  Trenton,  in  June,  1865. 

After  returning  from  the  army  he  sold  flour  for  his 
father  for  several  years,  removing  to  Camden  in  1880, 
where  he  acted  as  salesman  for  Washburn  and  Crosby, 
introducing  Gold  Medal  Flour  in  the  East  for  several 
years.  Was  afterward  with  the  Duluth  Milling  Co.  for  a 
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short  time,  after  which  he  continued  in  the  baker  trade 
until  five  years  before  his  death.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  D.  M.  K.  Lee,  G.  A.  R.  Post  of  Camden,  N.  J.,  also  of 
the  Union  Veteran  Legion, 


For  twenty-five  years  he  taught  a  men's  Bible  class 
in  the  Tabernacle  Methodist  Sunday  School.  He  was  very 
enthusiastic  about  his  class  and  it  was  one  of  his  boasts 
that  in  that  time,  there  were  very  few  Sundays  that  he 
was  not  present.  He  passed  away  May  20,  1923,  and  was 
laid  in  the  Eglington  Cemetery,  Clarksboro.  , . 

In  December,  1871,  Henry  M.  Avis  married  Henri-  ^ 
etta  Lippencott,  daughter  of  John  and  Lydia  P. 
Lippencott  of  Harrisonville. 

The  homecoming  was  held  during  Christmas  week 
at  the  home  of  Paul  Avis,  where  the  relatives  of  both 
families  gathered  to  greet  the  young  couple.  They  be¬ 
gan  housekeeping  in  the  house  near  the  mill,  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  Rev.  Joshua  Mills. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Avis  had  five  children. 

OSCOE,  I.,  bom  at  Lincoln  in  1872,  educated  in 
the  public  schools.  He  has  been  twice  married ; 
his  first  wife  was  Maud  B.  Hinchman;  by  her 
he  had  three  children. 


1.  LLOYD  B.  AVIS,  married  Lena  Penn,  live  at 
Island  Heights,  N.  J.  Have  no  children. 

2.  ROSCOE  B.  AVIS,  JR.,  unmarried. 

3.  HELEN  AVIS,  in  school. 


His  second  wife  is  Edna  Wilson,  they  have  a  fine 
home  in  Collinswood.  Have  one  daughter,  Verna  Avis. 


g  STELLA  P.  AVIS.  II.,  died  1885. 


LARA  L.  AVIS,  III,  bom  at  Lincoln  and  edtir 
cated  in  the  Camden  schools.  Has  been  with 
the  Victor  Talking  Machine  Co.  for  a  number 
of  years.  Unmarried.  She  and  her  mother  live  together 
in  the  home,  941  Cooper  street,  Camden. 
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ARRY  C.  AVIS,  IV.,  was  bom  in  HarrisonviUe, 
New  Jersey.,  and  educated  in  the  Camden 
Schools.  Is  a  veteran  of  the  Spanish 
War.  Was  Color  Sergeant  of  Company  M,  3rd  New 
Jersey  Infantry  Volunteers  in  1898-1899.  Like  many 
another  soldier  boy  his  war  experience  was  something  of 
a  disappointment;  for  instead  of  seeing  the  real  thing 
he  was  detailed  for  camp  service  in  Georgia. 

At  present  he  has  a  responsible  position  with  C.  B. 
Coles  Co.,  Lumber  and  Mill  Work,  of  Camden,  and  resides 
in  Haddonfield,  N.  J. 

His  wife  was  Mabel  B.  Hurff  of  Woodstown,  N.  J. 
They  have  three  children: 


1.  ESTELLA  AVIS,  the  oldest,  married  Emban  Paul 
Wayne  of  Haddonfield;  they  have  five  children: 

a.  Margaret  Avis  Wayne;  b.  Lloyd  Albert  Wayne; 
c.  Paul  Howard  Wayne;  d.  Dorothy  Virginia  Wayne; 
e.  Eleanor  Patricia  Wayne. 

2.  VIRGINIA  graduated  from  the  Camden  High 
School  June,  1927. 

3.  PAUL  H.,  in  school 


MMON  CARLTON,  V.,  son  of  Henry  and  Henri¬ 
etta  Avis,  was  bom  in  Camden  in  1883,  and  died 
in  infancy. 


LDRIDGE  GEi^,  ^.,  son  of  Paul  and  Hannah 
Avis  was  born  in  1848,  died  1849. 
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ATTHEW  FOSTER  AVIS,  son  of  Paul  and 
Hannah  Avis,  was  bom  near  Lincoln,  N.  J., 
Nov.  20,  1850.  As  a  boy  he  grew  up  on  the 
farm,  attended  the  district  school,  and 
learned  the  milling  business  in  his  father's 
mill.  In  1872  he  was  miller  in  the  Woodstown  Mill.  Soon 
after  that  time  he  decided  to  go  West.  His  sister  told 
him  that  “A  rolling  stone  gathers  no  moss."  He  replied, 
“A  setting  turkey  never  gets  fat,”  so  he  ventured  forth. 

As  time  passed  on  he  became  an  expert  miller  and 
stone  dresser,  and  served  as  head  miller  in  some  of  the 
largest  flour  mills  in  Kentucky  and  Tenessee.  But  his 
promising  career  was  suddenly  ended.  While  making 
some  repairs  to  a  mill  in  Chattanooga,  he  ruptured  a 
a  blood  vessel,  causing  his  death  on  February  26,  1889, 
at  the  age  of  38. 

While  in  Frankfort,  Ky.,  he  married  Miss  Emma 
Buford,  April  26,  1877.  She  was  born  Dec.  11,  1846; 
died  in  Frankfort,  Ky.,  January  20,  1920.  The  children 
were  all  born  in  Frankfort  except  the  little  sister,,  Emma, 
who  was  bom  Oct.  16,  1887,  and  was  buried  in  Chatta¬ 
nooga  May  12, 1888. 

The  father,  mother,  (1)  William  Howard  Avis,  bom 
Aug.  13,  1878 ;  died  Oct.  16,  1879,  and  (2)  Hattie  Fisher 
Avis,  bom  Aug.  3,  1880,  died  April  1,  1891,  are  all  buried 
in  Frankfort. 

3.  JAMES  PAUL  AVIS,  son  of  Mathew  and  Emma 
Buford  Avis,  was  bom  in  Smithfield,  Ky.,  in  1882.  Edu¬ 
cated  in  the  public  schools.  Worked  three  years  on  the 
Panama  Canal,  1906-1909,  as  Secretary  to  John  T.  Stev¬ 
ens,  also  worked  in  that  capacity  for  Col.  Goethals,  who 
relieved  Stevens.  Shortly  after  Stevens  retired  he  re¬ 
turned  to  the  States.  He  served  two  years  in  the  World 
War,  1918-1920,  as  Second  Lieutewint.  He  was  mustered 
out  at  Camp  Pike,  Little  Rock,  Ark.  He  married  Fanny 
Maye  Williams  at  Tulsa,  Okla.,  in  1923.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Virginia,  bom  Oct.  4,  1924. 
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At  present  Mr.  Avis  is  head  of  the  Land  Department 
in  charge  of  oil  leases  for  the  Wrightsman  Petroleum  Co., 
Tulsa,  Okla. 

4.  HUGH  BERRY  AVIS,  son  of  Matthew  and  Emma 
Buford  Avis,  was  bom  in  Versailles,  Ky.,  June  17,  1884. 
Educated  in  the  public  school  and  worked  three  years  on 
the  Panama  Canal,  1907-1910.  Served  three  years  as 
Private  in  the  World  War.  Enlisted  at  Fort  Logan,  Colo., 
August  26,  1918,  and  was  mustered  out  at  Franklin  Can¬ 
tonment,  Camp  Meade,  Md.,  Nov.  22, 1919.  Was  attending 
the  Officers*  School  Signal  Corps. 

At  present  Mr.  Avis  is  Assistant  Traffic  Manager 
for  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Co.,  at  Denver,  Colo. 

August  26,  1918,  he  married  Mabel  Ann  Norton  at 
Golden,  Colo.  They  have  a  nice  home  and  two  children. 

a.  Emmaline  Norton,  bom  Dec.  23,  1919. 

b.  Hugh  Berry  Avis,  bom  Nov.  16,  1922. 

They  would  like  very  much  to  meet  friends  in  the 
East  and  drop  in  on  our  reunion. 
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AUL  HOWARD  AVIS,  son  of  Paul  and  Harv 
nah  Foster  Avis,  was  bom  at  Lincoln  IVIills, 
April  13,  1853.  His  mother  died  when  he 
was  three  weeks  old,  and  he  spent  the  first 
two  years  at  the  home  of  his  Grandfather 
Avis  and  afterward  as  often  as  he  could  get  permission. 
He  received  his  education  at  the  district  school,  and  as 
his  father  had  both  a  farm  and  a  grist  mill,  he  served  a 
yfull  apprenticeship  at  both.  Feb.  13,  1878,  he  married 
Hannah  B.  Moore,  daughter  of  William  Moore,  and  a 
woman  of  more  than  ordinary  ability.  He  then  moved 
to  Pedricktown  and  ran  the  steam  mill  of  William  Justice 
and  sons  for  three  years.  Thence  to  Barnesboro  Flour 
Mill,  which  he  owned  and  managed  for  eleven  and  a  half 
years.  Then  owing  to  failing  health,  he  sold  the  property 
and  moved  to  Mullica  Hill,  where  he  has  resided  for  31 
years.  He  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  as 
Rural  Mail  Carrier  1902  to  1920,  and  since  that  time  has 
not  exactly  been  resting  on  his  oars,  but  doing  what  his 
health  ^vill  permit  in  the  way  of  rounding  out  the  life  of  a 
quiet,  peaceful  citizen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Avis  have  four 
daughters,  six  grandchildren,  and  one  great  grandchild 
living. 

The  whole  family  are  members  of  the  Friends'  Meet¬ 
ing  at  Mullica  Hill.  Children  as  follows : 

[LARA  M.  AVIS,  L,  bora  at  La 

the  Woodbury  High  School  and  later  took  a 
course  at  Drexel  Institute,  Philadelphia  (1898). 
Was  married  Jan.  29, 1902,  to  W.  Wade  Heritage,  farmer, 
of  Richwood  Three  children;  ^ 

j 

1.  HOWARD,  born  Jan.  23,  1908. 


2.  CARLETON  E.,  born  Oct  19,  1909. 

3.  DORIS  B.,  born  Dec.  26, 1911. 

Howard  was  married  April,  il925,  to  Caroline  Roth, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Kathryn,  born  May,  1926. 
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ENA  F.  AVIS,  IL,  was  born  at  Lincoln  Mills ;  was 
married  Oct.  25,  1904,  to  Charles  C.  Colson, 
prosperous  farmer,  and  lived  on  the  homestead 
one  mile  from  Mulica  Hill  in  a  lovely  15-room  house.  Two 
children : 

1.  EDWARD  H.  COLSON,  born  July  16,  1907;  is 
taking  a  two  years  course  at  Penna.  State  College. 

2.  PAUL  AVIS,  Sept.  28,  1912. 

* 

ARTHA  C.  AVIS,  IIL,  bom  at  Lincoln  Mills ;  grad¬ 
uated  in  1902  from  Mulica  Hill.  Started  teach¬ 
ing  1902  at  Jefferson  (2  years)  and  at  Mullica 
Hill  (Sy^  years)  when  she  married  Albert  J.  Ridgeway, 
a  farmer,  Feb.  27,  1908.  Living  on  the  old  homestead 
which  was  built  (first  house)  137  years  ago.  Two 
children : 

1.  CLEMENT  AVIS  RIDGWAY,  born  Feb.  21,  1913 ; 
died  aged  7  weeks. 

2.  RICHARD,  bora  May  14,  1917. 

DELLA  F.  AVIS,  IV.,  bora  at  Baraesboro,  N.  J. 
Graduated  from  Mullica  Hill  1906.  Started  to 
teach  in  1908.  Taught  for  ten  years  at  Rich- 
wood,  Mullica  Hill,  and  Pitman.  She  afterward  took  a 
course  at  Pierce  Business  College,  Phila.,  graduating  from 
there  and  now  holds  a  responsible  executive  secretarial 
position  in  the  office  of  Pierce  Business  College.  She 
had  a  twin  sister,  Lida  B.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six 
months. 
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B.  AVIS  was  bom  February  14,  1856,  at 
Lincoln  Mills,  near  Stringtown,  Gloucester 
County,  New  Jersey,  and  grew  up  on  a  farm. 
It  is  told  that  at  birth  he  was  so  small  he 
could  be  put  into  a  quart  cup,  and  only 
weighed  two  pounds.  Evidently  he  made  up  for  it  later 
on,  for  when  grown  to  manhood  his  stature  and  weight 
compared  favorably  with  other  men  of  his  age. 

As  a  boy  he  went  to  a  country  school  at  Stringtown, 
working  on  the  farm  and  around  his  father's  mill  in  his 
spare  time.  When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  went  to 
learn  the  tinner's  trade  with  Benezot  Bros,  of  Cape  May, 
N.  J.,  cousins  of  his  mother.  His  aprenticeship  cov¬ 
ered  three  years  at  terms  which  seem  ridiculous  today. 
For  the  first  year  he  received  his  board  and  $25.00  a  year ; 
for  the  second  year,  his  board  and  $50.00  a  year;  and  for 
the  third  year  $100.00  in  addition  to  his  board. 

In  the  fall  of  1877  he  went  to  Philadelphia  with 
A.  W.  Rand  &  Son,  in  a  sheet  metal  and  furnace  shop,  to 
further  perfect  his  trade,  but  left  them  the  following 
spring  to  open  a  business  of  his  own  at  Harrisonville,  New 
Jersey,  where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1880.  . 

Then  it  was  that  an  opportunity  to  go  West  presented 
itself,  and  with  ten  other  persons  from  that  locality  he 
went  to  Colorado.  For  the  next  three  and  a  half  years 
he  worked  at  anything  that  came  to  hand,  farming,  cow 
punching  and  railroading,  both  in  the  shop  and  on  the 
road.  During  this  time  he  traveled  over  most  of  the 
western  states,  including  Colorado  Wyoming,  Idaho,  Mon¬ 
tana,  Utah,  New  Mexico,  Texas,  Arizona,  Nevada,  and 
California. 

Returning  East  in  the  spring  of  1884  just  for  a  visit, 
his  mother  begged  him  so  to  stay  that  he  took  a  position 
with  Gould  &  Thorndyke  of  Vineland,  New  Jersey,  a  few 
months  later.  While  employed  there  he  boarded  part  of 
the  time  with  a  Mrs.  Hopkins,  and  incidentally  met  the 
young  lady  who  later  became  his  wife,  Angeline  P.  Wilcox, 
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They  were  married  April  20,  1886,  and  went  to 
Washington,  D.  C.,  for  ^eir  wedding  trip. 

The  first  child,  Meric,  bom  February  10,  1887,  lived 
only  a  short  time.  Other  children  blessing  this  union  were: 

Ethyle  Elizabeth  Avis,  bom  in  Vineland,  N.  J., 
August  23,  1889. 

Sarah  Frances,  August  12, 1891. 

Paul  Robert,  ,October  20,  1896. 

Sarah  Frances,  always  a  frail  child,  died  July  6,  1905, 
in  Pomona,  California,  after  an  illness  of  several  months. 

Early  in  1887,  a  business  partnership  was  formed 
with  John  H.  Read  under  the  name  of  Read  &  Avis,  for 
conducting  a  hardware  and  plumbing  store.  The  business 
was  carried  on  about  sixteen  years,  or  until  Mr.  Avis  sold 
out  and  moved  to  Pomona,  California,  in  1903.  Soon  after 
his  arrival  in  California  he  purchased  a  hardware  and 
plumbing  business  which  he  still  owns. 

In  Vineland  his  interests  were  confined  quite  closely 
to  his  business,  with  little  time  for  participating  in  public 
or  civic  affairs.  He  did  serve  two  terms  on  the  Cumber¬ 
land  County  Grand  Jury  at  Bridgeton,  New  Jersey. 

The  church  affiliations  of  both  him  and  his  wife  are 
Methodist,  being  very  ardent  members  of  the  First  M.  E. 
Church  in  Vineland,  N.  J.,  where  he  was  a  trustee.  In 
Pomona  he  has  served  as  one  of  the  trustees  for  many 
years  and  is  President  of  the  Oficial  Board.  For  a  great 
many  years  he  has  been  a  representative  from  the  local 
church  to  the  Annual  Conference. 

Since  residing  in  Pomona  he  has  been  able  to  partici¬ 
pate  more  in  public  affairs.  He  served  three  terms  as 
director  of  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerece,  and  the  same 
length  of  time  on  the  Executive  Comittee  of  the  Southern 
California  Retail  Hardware  Asociation.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  has  served  as  president  of  the  Pomona  Cem¬ 
etery  Association. 

Kis  interest  in  the  Young  Men^s  Christian  Associa¬ 
tion  has  been  very  keen  and  for  the  past  fifteen  years  he 


has  been  a  member  of  the  State  Committee.  A  member  of 
the  Masonic  Lodge,  he  has  taken  degrees  to  the  rank  of 
Knight  Templar. 

He  has  been  called  on  several  Grand  Juries  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  serving  three  terms  of  a  year  each  on  the  Los 
Angeles  County  Grand  Jury,  and  one  term  on  the  Federal 
Grand  Jury  for  about  seven  months.  The  summer  of  1913 
he  patented  the  Avis  Sanitary  Fly  Trap. 

His  health  has  not  been  the  best  the  latter  part  of 
his  life,  having  suffered  with  various  kinds  of  stomach 
trouble  since  he  came  to  California.  Because  of  his  failing 
health  he  was  compelled  to  retire  from  active  business  life 
in  1925.  The  business  is  being  carried  on  by  his  son,  Paul, 
as  Manager,  and  daughter,  Ethyle'  as  Secretary- 
Treasurer. 


ITHYLE  ELIZABETH  AVIS,  daughter  of  A.  B. 
and  Angeline  Avis,  was  born  in  Vineland  on 
August  23,  1889.  At  that  time  it  was  a  custom 
for  friends  of  the  parents  to  send  bouquets  of  flowers 
with  suggested  names  for  the  new  baby.  “Ethyle”  was 
one  suggested  in  this  way,  and  it  suited  the  parents  so 
well  that  Ethyle  became  the  baby^s  name. 

It  is  said  that  as  a  child  she  had  particular  fondness 
for  running  away  from  home,  and  this  characteristic  she 
has  never  quite  outgrown. 

Her  schooling  was  divided  between  Vineland,  New 
Jersey,  and  Pomona,  California,  on  account  of  moving 
with  her  parents  to  the  latter  place  in  1903.  She  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Pomona  High  School  in  1908. 

Then,  after  a  year  at  home  studying  music  and  water 
colors,  she  went  to  Los  Angeles  to  take  a  special  course 
in  business  training.  Enrollment  was  made  in  the 
Erownsberger  Commercial  College,  and  on  completion  of 
courses  in  bookkeeping  and  stenography  she  went  into 
her  father's  store  as  bookkeeper  in  1911. 

Some  years  later  she  sought  to  develop  her  artistic 
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ability  through  the  study  of  commercial  art  under  the 
direction  of  Wm.  V.  Cahill  and  Geo.  H.  Rich  in  Los  An¬ 
geles.  Several  of  her  crayon  drawings  and  pieces  of  china 
have  been  awarded  prizes  in  local  exhibits. 

But  the  office  work  in  Pomona  seemed  more  imper- 
aitve,  and  the  art  work  was  abandoned  for  business. 
When,  in  1919,  the  business  was  incorporated,  Ethyle 
was  made  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  corporation, 
which  position  she  now  holds. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  has  been  secretary  of  the  Official  Board  for 
seven  years.  More  or  less  active  in  all  church  organiza¬ 
tions,  she  has  filled  various  offices  at  different  times. 

She  was  the  first  president  of  the  Business  Women’s 
Club  of  Pomona,  and  did  much  to  put  the  club  on  a  firm 
foundation  in  her  two  years  of  office.  She  is  also  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  from  time  to 
time  has  assisted  in  numerous  civic  enterprises. 

AUL  ROBERT  AVIS,  the  youngest  child  of  A.  B» 
and  Angeline  W.  Avis,  was  bom  October  20, 
1896,  in  Vineland,  New  Jersey.  He  was  an 
especially  healthy  baby,  if  weight  is  any  guide,  as  he 
weighed  twelve  pounds.  However,  due  to  carelessness 
of  the  nurse,  serious  weakness  developed  which  made  his 
early  years  doubtful  and  uncertain.  In  time  he  outgrew 
this  difficulty  and  is  apparently  quite  hale  and  hearty 
now. 

When  only  a  small  boy  he  went  with  his  parents  to 
Pomona  California.  Here  he  attended  the  public  schools 
through  Grammar  and  High  School  to  within  about  three 
months  of  graduation.  This  was  the  year  1917  when  the 
United  States  entered  the  World  War,  and  without  wait¬ 
ing  to  complete  his  course  he  enlisted  in  the  local  com¬ 
pany,  known  as  Company  D,  7th  Regiment,  on  April  16, 
1917. 

As  a  boy  he  took  great  interest  in  athletics,  particu- 


larly  football,  and  was  Captain  of  the  Pomona  High 
School  football  team  one  year.  For  two  years  he  was 
chosen  as  Right  End  on  the  All  Southern  Football  Team. 

Of  a  particularly  sunny  disposition,  he  made  many 
friends  with  his  winning  smile  and  witty  remarks. 

Company  D  was  first  stationed  at  Arcadia  and  later 
at  Long  Beach,  guarding  the  property  of  the  California 
Ship  Building  Company  and  Golden  State  Woolen  Mills, 
where  supplies  for  the  Government  were  being  manufac¬ 
tured.  In  September,  1917,  they  were  transferred  to 
Camp  Kearney,  near  San  Diego,  and  the  7th  Regiment 
was  changed  to  the  160th.  Also  Companies  B  and  D  were 
consolidated  and  known  as  Campany  B,  with  Chas.  P. 
Rowe  in  Command. 

Here  intensive  training  was  undertaken  in  prepara¬ 
tion  for  duty  overseas.  Paul  entered  the  campany  as 
bugler,  working  up  until  he  became  Regimental  Sergeant 
Bugler  of  the  160th  Regiment.  As  there  was  no  further 
chance  for  advancement  here  he  transferred  to  Scouting 
and  specialized  in  sniping.  At  target  practice  he  proved 
very  proficient. 

Finally  orders  came  to  entrain  for  Camp  Mills  New 
York  City,  and  on  July  27,  1918,  they  left  for  that  point, 
where  they  embarked  for  overseas  service.  By  the  first 
of  November  they  were  in  a  Classification  Camp  as  a 
casual  company  at  La  Guerche,  France,  awaiting  trans¬ 
portation  to  a  front  area.  And  on  the  signing  of  the 
Armistice  they  were  stationed  in  the  Marne  sector,  but 
had  not  actually  participated  in  any  engagement.  In  the 
meantime,  however,  they  had  gained  a  very  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  horrors  of  war. 

It  was  some  time  after  this  that  they  were  trans¬ 
ported  back  across  the  Atlantic  and  not  until  April  6,- 
1919,  that .  they  were  actually  mustered  out  at  Canip 
Kearney,  California... 

The  experience  had  a  very  sobering  influence  on  Paul. 
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And  as  a  direct  effect  will  be  noted  his  desire  to  complete 
his  education. 

He  entered  the  University  of  California  the  follow¬ 
ing  August,  selecting  the  pre-legal  course.  While  there 
he  became  a  member  of  the  Phi  Sigma  Kappa  Fraternity. 
During  the  second  year  he  worked  in  San  Francisco. 

It  was  in  San  Francisco  that  he  met  his  wife,  Noreen 
Clarisse  Barrett.  This  partly  decided  him  to  give  up  the 
long  legal  preparation  and  enter  business,  so  he  returned 
home  and  entered  his  father's  store  in  the  summer  of 
1921. 

He  was  married  in  Petaluma,  California,  on  April 
20,  1922,  which  by  the  way  is  also  the  wedding  annivers¬ 
ary  of  his  father  and  mother.  They  have  one  little  girl, 
PATRICIA  LOUISE,  bom  March  21,  1925. 

On  the  withdrawal  of  the  manager  of  the  Avis  Hard¬ 
ware  Company  at  that  time,  Mr.  Chas.  Otto,  Paul  suc¬ 
ceeded  him  in  January,  1925,  and  has  taken  the  interest 
of  the  business  very  ke^y  at  heart  Under  his 
management  it  has  shown  very  satisfactoiy  progress. 

A  SKETCH  OP  MY  FATHER 

As  I  first  remember  my  father,  he  wore  a  full 
beard,  quite  heavy  and  long,  and  when  I  was  a  little  fel¬ 
low  about  two  years  old,  it  was  partly  gray. 

He  was  not  a  large  man  for  he  measured  in  height 
about  5  feet  5V^  inches,  and  his  average  weight  was 
about  185  pounds.  He  had  a  very  small  foot  wearing  a 
No.  5  boot  And  I  think  he  had  to  have  his  boots  made 
to  order  because  his  instep  was  so  very  high  and  his  foot 
so  very  short. 

1  remember  a  ydlow  bulldog  he  used  to  have,  of 
which  he  thought  a  great  deal.  Its  name  was  Fanny, 
and  father  used  to  stand  on  the  steps  in  front  of  the 
mill  and  hold  her  in  his  arms,  then  send  her  over  in  the 
back  field  next  to  the  woods  and  direct  her  to  a  flock  of 
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turkeys  or  geese  that  had  no  business  to  be  there,  per¬ 
haps  destroying  some  crop;  and  Fanny  would  jump  down 
out  of  his  arms  and  bring  them  out  of  the  field,  which,  of 
course,  used  to  please  him  very  much. 

My  knowledge  of  father  after  I  was  seventeen  years 
old  was  very  limited  except  in  a  general  way,  as  I  went 
away  that  fall  to  learn  the  tinner’s  trade  with  Benezet 
Brothers,  cousins  of  ours  on  my  mother’s  side,  in  Gape 
May,  N.  J.  After  that  I  was  home  only  a  week  or  two 
at  a  time,  and  while  working  in  the  West  for  three  or 
four  years,  was  away  all  of  the  time. 

There  were  some  outstanding  features  of  father’s 
character  that  were  very  pronounced.  He  considered  his 
word  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  you  may  know  he  regarded 
other  people  much  the  same  way.  And  he  succeeded,  I 
think,  in  making  his  children  feel  this  same  strong  sense 
of  obligation.  Another  characteristic  of  his,  as  1  remem¬ 
ber,  was  a  fondness  for  men  of  note.  He  would  go  a  long 
way  to  see  or  hear  some  celebrity  in  politics  or  other 
lines. 

The  latter  part  of  his  life  1  was  married  and  living 
in  Vineland,  N.  J.  We  tried  to  have  mother  and  him 
spend  a  few  days  with  us  at  different  times,  but  they 
always  had  some  poultry  or  stock  of  some  kind  to  look 
after,  and  could  not  stay  away  over  night.  But  I  re¬ 
member  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  my  being  able  to 
see  him  in  the  last  days  of  his  last  illness,  and  the  very 
pleasant  visit  I  had  with  him  just  before  his  death. 

A.  B.  AVIS 
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C.  AVIS,  second  son  of  Paul  and  Sarah 
Benezette  Avis,  was  born  at  Lincoln  Mills 
April  17,  1857.  Was  educated  in  the  district 
school  and  served  an  apprenticeship  with  his 
father  at  both  milling  and  farming. 

January  3,  1883,  he  married  Anna  A.  Robinson. 
They  had  two  children,  Wilbert,  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
Everet,  who  grew  to  manhood  and  died  June  1,  1915. 

October  20,  1887,  Mr.  Avis  married  Anna  C.  Conover. 
In  the  spring  of  1888  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
Paul  Avis  in  the  flour  mill,  continuing  until  the  death 
of  his  father  in  1896,  when  he  bought  Richman's  Mill. 
Since  that  time  he  has  spent  $15,000  in  improvements, 
placing  a  cement  aqueduct  reaching  to  the  water  wheels, 
which  are  225  horsepower  turbine  wheels,  which  give 
splendid  service.  Also  has  placed  on  the  mill  dam  two 
granite  flood  gates  that  will  vent  a  large  quantity  of 
water  and  will  last  a  life  time. 

In  1919  the  mill  was  burned,  just  as  Mr.  Avis  w^as 
about  to  start  for  Edinburgh  to  attend  the  World’s  Sun¬ 
day  School  Convention.  It  was  rebuilt  the  sa^me  year. 

Anna  Conover  Avis  passed  away  after  a  long  illness 
in  the  winter  of  1918,  leaving  three  sons. 

In  1914  he  took  his  son  Herbert  into  partnership. 

March  6,  1924,  he  married  Sarah  C.  Peterson,  widow 
of  Amos  Peterson,  and  daughter  of  Mahlon  Dickinson  of 
Woodstown.  Soon  after  that  move  he  rented  the  mill  to 
his  sons,  Herbert  and  Olan,  and  retired  from  active  busi¬ 
ness.  They  purchased  a  house  in  Woodstown  where  they 
have  since  resided. 

Mr.  Avis  was  for  twenty  years  a  member  of  the 
Pilesgrove  Board  of  Education  and  district  clerk  for 
eight  years  of  that  time.  He  is  President  of  the  Board 
of  Deacons  in  the  Woodstown  Baptist  Church  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.  of  Woodstown,  N.  J. 
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LINTON  B.  AVIS,  L,  son  of  C.  C.  and  Anna  Con¬ 
over  Avis,  was  bom  at  Lincoln  Mills  Aug.  22, 
1888.  He  graduated  from  the  Woodstown  High 
School,  Classical  Course,  June  10,  1909. 


Soon  after  his  graduation  he  entered  the  drug  store 
of  George  M.  Andrews,  Woodstown,  N.  J.,  as  apprentice. 
He  graduated  from  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharm¬ 
acy  June  1,  1915,  with  the  degree  of  P.  D.  (Doctor  of 
Pharmacy).  October  6,  1915,  he  moved  to  Elmer,  N.  J., 
where  he  opened  a  drug  store  at  13  S.  Main  street,  with 
his  uncle,  Dr.  J.  V.  Conover,  as  partner.  After  the  death 
of  Dr.  Conover,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Joseph  C. 
Andrews,  of  Woodstown,  trading  as  Andrews  &  Avis, 
continuing  business  in  the  same  place  successfully.  He 
passed  the  Pennsylvania  Board  of  Pharmacy  April  16, 
1914,  and  the  New  Jersey  Board  June  21, 1915,  so  that  he 
is  licensed  to  practice  Pharmacy  in  either  state. 


September  30,  1915,  Dr.  Avis  married  Clara  B.  Urion 
of  Woodstown.  They  began  housekeeping  on  Creamery 
Avenue,  Woodston,  and  two  years  later  moved  to  Elmer. 

They  have  a  son,  Kenneth  E.  Avis,  b.  June  8,  1918 ;  and  a 
daughter,  Marjorie  B.  Avis,  b.  Oct.  16,  1923.  Dr.  Avis  is 
a  member  of  the  Woodstown  Lodge  of  I.  0.  0.  F.  and  a 
Deacon  and  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
School  of  the  Elmer  Baptist  Church.  • 

'  ,.-9-^ 

ERBERT  C.  AVIS,  II.,  son  of  C.  (^nd  Anna  Con-  ^ 

over  Avis,  was  bora  at  Lincoln^  Educated  in  the  ^  ' 

Woodstovm  Schools,  took  a  course  in  a  business 
college,  and  learned  milling.  In  1914  he  entered  into  part¬ 
nership  with  his  father,  continuing  in  business  with  him 
until  in  1924,  when  C.  C.  Avis  retired  and  a  partnership 
was  formed  with  his  brother  Olin.  The  mill  was  from 
that  time  known  as  the  Avis  Mill.  After  two  years  Olin 
Avis  left  the  firm  and  Henry  Jarman  became  associated 
with  him,  and  they  have  since  conducted  the  flour  and 
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feed  business  under  tbe  name  of  Avis  &  Jarman,  with 
gratifying  success. 

On  the  south  side  of  the  mill  dam  is  Camp  Kearney, 
which  is  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  resort  for  both  boys  and  girls,  and 
is  backed  by  the  DuPont  Powder  Co. 

On  Dec.  25,  1918,  Mr.  Avis  married  Miss  Elizabeth^ 
Spear  of  Quinton,  N.  J.  They  have  one  son,  William 
Wescott  Avis,  bom  Oct.  28,  1920.  j^j 

I  LIN  C.  AVIS,  III.,  was  bom  at  Richman’s,  now 
Avis’  Mill.  Graduated  from  Woodstown  High 
School  in  1919,  and  from  business  college  in 

1921. 

After  spending  a  few  months  in  California  he  re¬ 
turned  to  New  Jersey  and  entered  into  partnership  with 
his  brother  Herbert  in  the  mill  in  1924,  continuing  in 
that  business  until  1926.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
acting  as  traveling  salesman  for  the  Ralston  Purina  Co., 
of  St.  Louis,  in  New  Jersey,  with  very  good  success. 

In  1924  he  married  Miss  Edna  Turner  of 
Woodstown,  where  they  now  reside. 


lersey  Pair  Wed  in  Historic  Church 

FREDERICA,  Del.,  Nov.  10.  — Im¬ 
pressed  with  the  quaintness  and  a&e 
of  old  Barrett’s  Chapel  while  on  a 
Summer  motor  trip  thru 
Miss  Edna  Turner  and  011n^a\is,  of 
Woodstown,  N.  J.,  selected  the 
church  for  the  soleiimization  of  ^elr 
tnarrla&e  Saturday.  The  ey.  D.  J  Ford 
was  the  minister  The  entire  wedding 
party  made  the  trip  from  New  Jersey 
t^o  the  chapel  and  the  two  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  the  historic  church,  returning 
to  their  home  in  automobiles. 
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ANNAH  ANTOINETTE  BISHOP,  daughter 
of  Paul  and  Sarah  Benezette  Avis,  born  at 
Lincoln  Mills  Sept.  20,  1859.  Educated  in  the 
Lincoln  School  and  learned  the  dressmaking 
trade  of  Rebecca  Coombs  at  Daretown. 

In  1895  she  was  married  to  Joseph  Bishop,  bom  Dec. 
24,  1866.  They  were  married  in  the  Avis  home  by  Rev. 
L.  Meyers,  Pastor  of  the  Pittsgrove  Baptist  Church. 
They  went  to  housekeeping  on  a  40-acre  farm  about  two 
miles  from  Pole  Tavern,  known  as  the  Samuel  White 
Farm.  They  stayed  there  one  year,  then  moved  to  the 
Bishop  home.  After  three  years  Father  Bishop  died 
and  the  farm  was  sold.  They  then  went  to  Elmer  for 
one  year,  and  in  1900  bought  the  present  home  from  Mr. 
Wallon.  They  have  always  made  a  specialty  of  dairy  and 
-grain  farming,  raising  com,  wheat  and  food  for  the 
stock. 

March  9,  1914,  Joseph  Bishop  passed  away  after  a 
lingering  illness,  and  Mrs.  Bishop  and  her  young  son 
bravely  took  on  the  management  of  the  farm  and  dairy 
and  carried  the  business  on  profitably  until  the  son  took 
it  over  in  1923.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Pittsgrove 
Baptist  Church  and  the  W.  C.  T.  U. 


ENRY  BISHOP,  son  of  Joseph  and  Antoinette 
Avis  Bishop,  was  bom  August  20,  1897, 

on  the  Bishop  Homestead,  in  the  very 
house  where  his  father  also  entered  the  world. 
Owing  to  his  father's  sickness  and  death,  he  was 
compelled  to  leave  school  early,  but  that  has  not 
prevented  him  from  being  a  successful  business  man. 
Sept.  20, 1923,  he  married  Esther  Smith  of  Quinton,  N.  J. 
They  live  on  the  home  farm.  They  are  members  of  the 
Pittsgrove  Baptist  Church ;  have  no  children. 
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ESSIE  AVIS,  daughter  of  Paul  and  Sarah 
Benezette  Avis,  was  born  at  Lincoln  Mills 
July  11,  1861.  Educated  in  the  Lincoln 
School  and  Williamsport  High  School.  Be¬ 
gan  teaching  in  1880  at  Rich  wood,  N.  J. 
Afterward  taught  two  years  in  Jefferson  School  near 
Elmer.  Feb.  2, 1884,  she  was  married  to  James  Heritage, 
born  July  31,  1858. 

In  1889  they  moved  to  Vineland,  N.  J.,  and  engaged 
in  the  coal  and  ice  business.  They  bought  a  small  home 
and  in  1891,  repaired,  altered  and  added  to  it  until  they 
made  of  it  a  very  pleasant  and  commodious  house,  where 
they  lived  for  thirty-four  years,  when  they  turned  it  over 
to  their  son,  Paul,  and  bought  a  smaller  home  where  she 
still  lives. 

Owing  to  failing  health,  James  Heritage  retired  from  ' 
business  in  1920.  After  a  lingering  illness  he  passed 
away  May  30,  1926.  They  have  one  son : 

AUL  AVIS  HERITAGE,  I.,  who  was  bom  at 
Wenonah,  N.  J.,  March  18,  1887.  He  graduat¬ 
ed  from  the  Vineland  High  School  in  1905  and 
from  Wharton  School  of  Finance,  U.  of  P.,  in  1910.  Re¬ 
turned  in  1917  and  secured  his  A.  M.,  with  ten  points 
towards  P.  H.  D. 

After  leaving  college  in  1910,  he  entered  his  father's 
business  for  a  time,  then  taught  two  years  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity,  then  two  years  in  the  school  for  blind  soldiers 
in  Baltimore,  Md.  At  present  he  is  in  the  Insurance  busi¬ 
ness  in  Vineland. 

September  28,  1912,  Paul  Heritage  married  Miss 
Alice  Hawley  of  Vineland.  They  have  three  children: 

a.  Edith  Muriel,  bora  August  11,  1914. 

b.  Donald  Paul,  Sept.  5,  1918. 

c.  James  Hawley,  July  11,  1921. 

The  family  are  active  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 
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AVIS  was  born  at  Lincoln  Mills,  Glouces- 


County,  New  Jersey,  March  24,  1863, 


living  on  the  farm  and  mill  until  I  was  18, 
attending  the  district  school  there.  Spent 
^  one  year  in  Bacon  Academy  in  Woodstown 

to  finish  my  education.  Learned  the  milling  trade  and 
taking  charge  of  the  mill  when  I  was  20,  and  remained 
in  business  with  my  father  until  I  was  25,  when  I  came 
West  on  April  1, 1888,  and  arrived  in  El  Cajon,  San  Diego 
County,  California,  April  11,  1888.  Remaining  there 
until  the  following  February,  ’89,  when  I  came  to  Po¬ 
mona,  Los  Angeles  Co.,  where  I  have  since  lived,  going 
into  the  gardening  business  with  B.  F.  Moore.  In _1891 
went  East  and  married  Abigail  C.  Sherwin,  the  daughter 
of  Quincey  A.  Sherwin,  Mullica  Hill,  New  Jersey,  bom 
Dec.  4,  1863,  and  married  on  the  24th  of  December,  1891, 
coming  to  California  in  February,  1892,  remaining  on  the 
garden  until  Fall.  Then  going  into  the  fruit  and  produce 
sales  business  down  town.  For  14  years  I  was  located  in 
the  same  place,  having  acquired  and  built  upon  the 
property  in. the  meantime. 

I  remained  in  the  business  until  1903,  when  I  was  re¬ 
quired  to  sell  out  on  account  of  poor  health.  Was  at  the 
mountains  and  sea  coast  that  summer  to  regain  my 
health.  December  20th,  1903,  I  took  my  office  as  Post 
Master  in  Pomona,  which  I  retained  for  10  years  and  10 
days.  Following  this  on  the  27th  of  January,  1914,  Mrs. 
Avis  and  myself  started  on  a  trip  around  the  world,  a 
wonderful  trip  which  we  enjoyed  to  the  full.  We  re¬ 
turned  October,  1915,  when  I  was  installed  Grand  Patri¬ 
arch  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  California,  I.  0.  0.  F. 
The  following  year  was  spent  in  visitations  over  the 
State,  making  about  13,000  miles,  visiting  all  parts  of 
this  great  State.  I  have  always  been  fond  of  traveling 
and  have  done  a  great  deal  of  it.  This  last  year,  1926, 
visiting  the  Sesqui  Centennial,  having  visited  the  Cen¬ 
tennial  in  Philadelphia  fifty  years  ago,  and  having  been 


privileged  to  visit  every  international  fair  since  then 
except  the  exposition  at  Paris,  and  having  visited  about 
all  of  the  National  Parks  and  wonder  spots  of  the  United 
States.  At  all  times  deeply  interested  in  the  business 
growth  of  Pomona  with  my  association  with  the  financial 
institutions,  one  of  which  I  have  been  continually  a  di¬ 
rector  for  34  years,  and  another  one  for  27  years.  I  have 
seen  them  all  grow  from  a  small  beginning,  and  now 
having  over  $8,000,000  in  assets,  and  could  have  had  the 
presidency  and  management  of  both  or  either;  have  built 
a  number  of  buildings  directly  and  indirectly,  but  perhaps 
the  crowning  event  was  the  construction  of  the  Avis 
Hotel  finished  in  1915,  a  5-story  structure  which  is  still 
the  leading  hostelry  of  the  city. 

Always  a  staunch  Republican  in  politics,  and  always 
deeply  interested  in  their  work,  occupying  many  positions 
of  trust,  but  at  ail  times  refusing  to  run  for  any  elective 
political  office ;  in  religion  a  Unitarian  and  a  Quaker, being 
a  member,  contributor  and  attendant  to  both  bodies ;  my 
Fraternities  being  the  1.  O.  0.  F.„  B.  P.  0.  E.,  and  Wood¬ 
men  of  the  World,  and!  their  allied  branches,  being  active 
in  all,  and  occupying  about  all  offices  locally,  with  the 
Odd  Fellows ;  all  state  offices  as  well.  Never  ^ving  had 
any  children. 

PAUL  AVIS 

My  Father. — ^You  ask  for  my  impressions.  The  first 
that  I  can  remember  of  him  was  just  after  the  Civil  War, 
1865.  At  that  time  he  must  have  been  about  48  years 
old,  wore  a  beard  on  his  chin  and  mustache,  at  that  time 
tinged  with  gray — a  very  fine  looking  man,  quite  proud 
and  well  groomed  as  a  rule,  well  read  though  very  limit¬ 
ed  text  book  education.  Credited  the  Philadelphia  North 
American  Paper  as  being  the  principal  teacher  of  both 
himself  and  family.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  made  a  practice  of  asking  blessing  at  meal  time. 
Republican  in  politics,  wavering  at  times  in  the  Populist 


movement,  as  well  as  some  other  political  reputed  reforms. 
Had  very  definite  ideas  with  courage  to  carry  them  out. 

His  strongest  characteristic,  it  apears  to  me 
was  his  high  degree  of  honor.  I  have  never  heard  hia 
word,  honor  or  integrity  questioned  in  a  business  trans¬ 
action.  As  I  look  back  through  a  span  of  his  life  cover¬ 
ing  most  of  the  time  that  his  12  children  were  bom  and 
11  of  them  coming  to  manhood  and  womanhood  and  mar¬ 
rying,  I  feel  that  we  all  owe  him  a  deep  debt  of  grati¬ 
tude  for  the  very  strong  characteristics  of  our  parents, 
and  especially  our  father,  whose  traits  we  have  all  taken 
so  much.  So  that  if  we  should  strike  at  any  of  his  char¬ 
acteristics,  our  own  flesh  would  feel  the  wound. 

(Signed)  WALTER  M.  AVIS 

This  community  was  greatly  shocked 
on  SundS^^^^^‘^’*the  news  of  the 
death  of  Walter  Avis,  Pomona,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  was  received.  The  deceased 
was  the  son  of  the  late  Paul  Avis,  one 
of  the  oldest  families  of  South  Jersey. 

Mr.  Avis  went  west  when  quite  a  young  ^ 
man.  After  being  in  the  west  awhile, ! 
returned  to  Jersej%  married  Miss  Abbie 
Sherwin,  of  Mullica  Hill.  They  return¬ 
ed  to  the  west,  where  they  have  al- 
wavs  made  their  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

I  ^ 

'  Avis  have  made  several  visits  to  the 
'  East.  Onb"  a  few  weeks  ago  Mr.  Avis 
made  an  airplane  trip  East  to  attend 
the  funeral  of  his  sister,  Mrs.  William 
Davis,  of  Lincoln.  Mr.  Avis  is  sur-  , 
vived  b3'  his  wife,  Abbie;  one  brother, 

P.  Howard  Avis,  of  Mullica  Hill ;  also 
a  number  of  nieces  and  nephews.  Fun¬ 
eral  services  were  held  on  Tuesday 
with  interment  in  Pomona,  Calif.  The 
deceased  was  taken  ill  on  Thanksgiv- 
j  ing  da^"^  and  died  on  Saturday  of  a 
heart  ailment.  I  i  l^B(^ 
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SCAll  B.  AVIS,  youngest  son  of  Paul  and 
Sarah  Benezette  Avis,  says:  “I  was  born 
Jan.  5,  1865,  at  the  old  homestead  and  mill 
later  known  as  Lincoln  Mill.  I  attended 
school  at  Stringtown,  Our  mill  was  located 
two  miles  East  of  our  Post  Office,  which  was  Harrison- 
ville,  the  town  seat  of  South  Harrison  Township.  I  well 
remember  when  S.  Harrison  Township  was  made.  Previ¬ 
ously  it  was  Harrison  Township,  with  Mulica  Hill  as 
the  town  seat.  My  father  served  as  the  township  com¬ 
mitteeman,  the  highest  office  in  the  township.  In  the 
winter  of  1884-85,  attended  the  Friends'  School  in 
Woodstown,  later  known  as  Bacon  Academy.  When  I 
was  twenty-one  I  was  working  on  my  father's  ranch  and 
driving  the  mill  wagon.  In  the  winter  of  1866  I  worked 
in  the  mill,  but  never  finished  my  trade  as  miller.  Feb. 
28,  1886,  I  left  home  and  started  West.  Landed  at  Fort 
Collins,  Colo.  While  in  Colorado  I  worked  on  ranches, 
grain  and  stock  and  hunting.  During  my  first  winter 
in  Colorado  I  hauled  lumber  from  the  mountains  to  the 
ranches.  One  night  I  had  a  strange  adventure.  When 
I  went  to  bed  with  the  sky  for  a  roof,  stars  shining 
bright  and  the  thermometer  about  10  degrees  above  zero. 
We  were  in  the  habit  of  covering  our  heads  and  leaving 
our  boots  outside.  When  I  began  to  uncover  at  daylight, 
with  a  clear  sky  above  me  and  the  sun  shining,  I  felt 
snow  come  in  on  me  and  I  found  that  about  two  inches 
of  snow  had  fallen  during  the  night. 

^  3  ^  Nov.  21,  1888, 1  was  married  to  Mary  Caroline  John- 

i  ‘  son,  who  lived  with  her  uncle,  William  Gun,  at  Fort  Col¬ 
lins.  Dec.  11,  1888,  I  left  Colorado,  my  wife  remaining 
at  her  uncle's.  I  went  through  Salt  Lake  City,  Ogden, 
Utah,  and  Reno,  Nevada,  over  the  Sierra  Nevadas  to  Sac¬ 
ramento,  Calif.;  thence  south  through  Stockton,  Fresno, 
Los  Angeles  to  San  Diego,  arriving  in  El  Cajon  Dec.  18, 
1889.  There  I  met  my  brother,  Walter,  who  had  preceded 
me  here,  coming  early  the  same  year.  Got  a  place  to  live 


and  sent  for  my  wife,  who  arrived  May  22,  1889.  Stayed 
in  El  Cajon  about  a  year,  when  I  got  a  job  as  foreman 
and  afterwards  manager  of  Las  Paderes  Ranch,  near 
Dehesa.  Was  there  for  twenty-one  years.  My  occupa¬ 
tion  was  farming  or  horticulture,  raising  and  curing  of 
olives,  making  raisins  of  the  famous  Muscat  grapes,  rais¬ 
ing  peaches  and  tropical  fruits.  I  was  School  Trustee  of 
the  Dehesa  District  for  fourteen  years,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  a  Union  High  School  was  formed,  and  I  was 
likewise  Trustee  of  the  high  school. 

On  November  11,  1891,  our  only  son  was  bom  to  us. 

In  April,  1911,  I  left  farming  and  engaged  in  ma¬ 
chine  work  with  the  W.  D.  Hall  Co.,  of  El  Cajon,  in  the 
installation  of  engines^  motors  and  water  pumps,  which 
in  California  is  rather  a  prosperous  “business." 

In  1921  I  had  charge  of  wrecking  Camp  Kearney, 
one  of  the  training  camps  of  the  World  War  near  San 
Diego.  In  the  spring  of  1924  I  went  into  partnership 
with  Mr.  W.  D.  Hall  and  Ruby  Sears  in  developing  a  piece 
of  acreage  about  six  miles  from  El  Cajon.  I  am  now 
resident  manager  and  still  on  the  ranch.  I  have  put  in 
a  pumping  plant,  cleared  the  land  and  been  raising  vege¬ 
tables,  avocados,  oranges,  etc.  It  is  a  beautful  location 
and  the  idea  is  to  divide  it  and  sell  it  off  as  small  farms 
and  homes  for  business  men  of  San  Diego. 


AUL  GRADY  AVIS,  L,  only  child  of  Oscar  and 
Mary  Caroline  Avis,  was  born  on  the  Las 
Paderas  Ranch.  After  geting  his  early  educa¬ 
tion  at  the  Dehesa  Grammar  School,  he  attended  the  El 
Cajon  Valley  High  School  for  a  time,  when  he  concluded 
to  join  a  corps  of  engineers  for  a  time.  After  an  inter¬ 
esting  and  useful  experience  of  a  couple  of  years,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  high  school  and  graduated  in  1912.  After 
graduating  he  was  employed  in  the  plumbing  shop  of 
J.  D.  Hall  for  a  couple  of  years,  and  a  short  time  in  a 
a  fruit  packing  plant  In  July,  1917,  he  enlisted  in  the 
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Coast  Artilery  Corps  at  Fort  Rosecrans,  across  the  bay 
from  San  Diego.  He  says:  “I  was  stationed  there  until 
March  1,  1918,  when  my  unit  was  sent  to  San  Francisco. 
We  were  placed  on  the  B.  S.  Northern  Pacific,  and  taken 
to  New  York  via  the  Panama  Canal.  It  was  a  wonder¬ 
ful  trip.  We  landed  in  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  about  the  middle 
of  March  and  were  sent  to  Camp  Merritt,  N.  J.  There 
I  was  taken  sick  and  sent  to  the  hospital,  transferred  to 
St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Hoboken,  where  Aunt  Jessie  and 
Paul  visited  me.  From  there  I  was  transferred  to  U.  S. 
General  Hospital  No.  1,  Gunhill  Rd.  There  several 
months,  and  underwent  two  mastoid  operations,  both  on 
the  left  ear.  While  there  I  was  visited  by  a  number  of 
the  relatives.  Nov.  12,  1918,  I  was  discharged  and  sent 
back  to  Camp  Merritt,  but  I  had  no  time  to  visit  anyone 
except  a  few  hours  with  Cousin  Emma  Sheppard  at 
Hackensack.  We  were  transferred  to  Camp  Lee,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  going  via  Philadelphia  and  Washington.  In  about 
two  weeks  we  were  sent  back  to  California  via  Cincin¬ 
nati  Kansas  City,  La  Junta,  Albuquerque,  and  Los  An¬ 
geles  to  Camp  Kearney  near  San  Diego,  arriving  there 
Dec.  24,  1918,  and  was  discharged  from  the  service  Dec. 
28,  1918. 

After  resting  and  visiting  a  few  weeks  I  went  to 
work  for  the  Byron  Jackson  Pump  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Los 
Angeles,  for  whom  I  have  worked  to  the  present  time 
installing  pumps. 

In  November,  1924,  I  met  Miss  Irene  Edith  Camp¬ 
bell,  and  on  June  19,  1925,  we  were  married.  My  wife 
is  a  native  of  Minnesota.  She  has  been  in  California 
about  four  years,  and  expects  to  stay  for  some  time. 
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ARY  ELIZABETH  AVIS,  youngesli^daughter 
of  Paul  and  Sarah  Benezette  Avis,  was  bom 
at  Lincoln  Mill  April  11,  1867.  She  attend¬ 
ed  the  district  school,  and  as  the  older  chil¬ 
dren  married  and  left  home,  she  became  the 
housekeeper,  and  the  caretaker  of  her  parents,  both  in 
feeble  health. 

December  12,  1895,  she  was  married  to  William 
Davis  of  Monroeville,  bom  May  31, 1871.  At  the  time  of 
Paul  Avis’s  death  he  was  running  the  mill  and  when  the 
estate  was  settled  they  purchased  the  mill  and  the  farm 
in  1898.  The  old  mill  had  outlived  its  usefulness  and  in 
1920  it  was  tom  dovm  and  the  lumber  used  for  other 
purposes.  About  that  time  the  house  waa  repaired  and 
made  smaller,  and  an  electric  light  plant  was  installed. 
Tho'y  are  now  running  the  place  as  a  green  farm,  also 
raise  chickens  on  a  rather  large  scale.  It  was  no  doubt 
Sister  Lizzie’s  loyalty  and  pride  that  caused  her  to  retain 
the  old  homestead,  she  being  the  youngest—a  very  ap= 
prcpriate  thing  to  do,  and  one,  I  am  sure,  that  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  the  family  all  rejoiced  in. 

IMr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  had  three  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy: 
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I AWRENCE  AVIS  DAVIS,  I.,  bom  Jan.  22,  1899, 
died  July  11,  1899. 

ESSIE  ANTOINETTE  DAVIS,  II.,  bora  Mar.  12, 
1908,  died  Aug.  10. 1908. 


RANCIS  BENEZETTE  DAVIS,  HI.,  bom  May  8, 
1900;  is  a  graduate  of  the  Woodstown  High 
School  and  has  always  lived  and  worked  on  the 
home  farm.  Dec.  25,  1923,  he  married  Anita  Smith  of 
Daretown.  They  are  building  a  bungalow  near  the  old 
home  and  ejecting  to  locate  there. 
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The  family  are  all  members  of  the  Grange,  and  the 
Pittsgrove  Baptist  Church,  where  Francis  is  Assistant 
Choir  Master  and  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
School. 
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p^AMES  AVIS,  1819-1892,  son  of  George  Avis 
and  Hannah  Pritchard  Avis.  Born  Nov.  27, 
1819;  died  Aug.  26,  1892.  Married  Harriet 
Hitchner,  who  was  bom  in  1817 ;  died  Jan.  1, 
1892.  Children: 

1.  John  Hitchner  Avis,  bom  Dec.  24,  1845. 

2.  Harriet  Martin  Avis,  born  Jan.  26,  1850;  died 
Dec.  17,  1850. 

.  3.  Margaret  Jane  Avis,  born  Dec.  11,  1851,  Died 
Feb.  9,  1853. 

James  Avis  learned  the  milling  business  with  Aaron 
D.  Harris,  who  married  Mary,  sister  of  James  Avis.  They 
conducted  a  milling  business  together  at  “Harris  Mills,” 
about  two  and  one-half  miles  westerly  of  Deerfield,  Cum¬ 
berland  County,  New  Jersey,  until  about  1848.  At  this 
time  James  Avis  bought  a  farm  af  about  sixty-eight  acres, 
located  about  one-half  mile  northerly  of  the  center  of 
the  village  of  Deerfield,  and  conducted  this  farm  until 
John  H.  Avis  was  married  in  1866,  when  said  John  H. 
Avis  took  over  the  farm,  and  James  Avis  and  wife  lived 
in  a  small  house  built  on  farm  at  corner  of  Main  Street 
in  Deerfield  and  road  -leading  to  “Harris  Mills.”  John 
H.  Avis  left  the  farm  in  1870,  and  it  was  farmed  by 
tenants  from  that  time  until  the  dteath  of  James  Avis. 


OHN  HITCHNER  AVIS,  L,  born  Dec.  24, 1845.  On 
January  6,  1866,  married  Sallie  Barker,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  Barker  and  Hannah  .Reeves 
Barker,  who  lived  at  Alloway,  Salem  County,  New  Jersey. 
Their  children : 


1.  HATTIE  HITCHNER  AVIS,  bom  March  20,  1868. 

2.  HANNAH  BARKER  AVIS,  bom  May  10,  1869; 
died  Jan.  1,  1904. 

3.  JAMES  PAUL  AVIS,  bom  Aug.  26,  .1870;  died 
May  5,  19.19. 

.  4.  JOHN.  BOYD  AVIS,  born  July  11,  1875. 


John  H.  Avis,  immediately  after  marriage,  took 
charge  of  the  farm  of  his  father,  James  Avis,  which  he 
continued  to  operate  until  1870,  when  he  purchased  the 
stock  and  fixtures  of  a  general  store  business  at  Deer¬ 
field,  Cumberland  County,  New  Jersey,  which  he  oper¬ 
ated  in  a  rented  building  until  1889,  when  a  new  store 
building  was  erected  on  his  own  property  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  original  store.  He  was  interested  in  poli¬ 
tics,  as  a  Republican ;  was  a  member  at  one  time  of  the 
Board  of  Chosen  Freeholders,  and  in  1880  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  New  Jersey  General  Assembly  and  served 
in  the  session  of  1881.  In  1894  he  left  Deerfield  and  was 
in  various  pursuits  of  business  until  1904,  v/hen  he  was 
appointed  Game  Warden  for  Gloucester  County,  New 
Jersey,  in  which  position  he  served  until  November  1, 

1924,  at  which  time  he  retired. 

He  has  been  a  resident  of  Woodbury,  New  Jersey, 
for  over  twenty  years,  and  now  resides  in  Woodbury. 

Sallie  Barker  Avis  died  October  26,  1926. 

Children: 

1.  HATTIE  HI'TCHNER  AVIS,  in  1898  married 
Harry  H.  Richman,  and  they  reside  at  4826  Hazel  Avenue, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  No  children. 

2.  HANNAH  BARKER  AVIS,  in  1891  married  Dr. 

James  Hunter,  Jr.  They  settled  in  Westville,  Gloucester 
County,  New  Jersey,  where  she  died  Jan.  1, 1904: 

Child^ — ^Avis  Hunter,  bom  May  31,  1897;  married 
Carl  Rumpf,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  No  children. 

3.  JAMES  PAUL  AVIS,  in  1893  married  Ruth  Austin. 
Children: 

a.  Hallie,  bom  Nov.,  1894;  died  in  infancy;  b.  Ruth  > 
M.,  born  IVIarch  27,  1896 ;  c.  James  Boyd,  bom  Jan.  10,  ^ 

1898 ;  d.  Doris,  bom  Sept.  12, 1899 ;  e.  Jack  H.,  bom  Nov. 

18, 1901 ;  f.  Hannah,  horn  Feb,  1, 1904;  g.  Margaret,  bom 
March  31,  1908. 

James  Paul  Avis  entered  the  employ  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Railroad  Co.  in  1888,  and  continued  with  said 
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company  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  at  which  time  he 
was  a  chief  clerk  in  the  accounting  department  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.  For  many  years  he  was  active  in  church 
and  Sunday  School  work,  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Session  of  the  Wenonah  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School. 

Children : 

Ruth  M.  Avis  is  single  and  is  Superintendent  Nurse 
in  “Brewer  Hospital,”  Woodbuix  N.  J. 

James  Boyd  Avis  is  a  member  of  the  New  Jersey 
Bar,  practicing  law  at  Woodbury,  N.  J.,  with  the  firm  of 
Avis  &  Avis.  In  May,  1926,  he  married  Hazel  Morris, 
and  one  child,  a  son,  James  Boyd  Avis,  Jr.,  was  bom 
November  18,  1926.  He  lives  in  Woodbury,  N.  J. 

Doris  Avis  was  married  in  1923  to  Robert  Page,  and 
they  live  at  Clayton,  New  Jersey.  ^  ~  Suddenly,  at  Al)»econ,  If. 

T1TTA  -.  1-  i.A  March  25.  1932,  JACK  H..  beloved  husband 

Jack  H.  Avis  IS  a  member  of  t 
practicing  law  at  Woodbury,  N.  J.,  v  MemSra?pr,Vt’riL  ^ 

&  Avis.  He  lives  at  Wenonah,  N.  J 

Hannah  Avis  was  married  to  Cbiftiilu  ' 

Jr.  One  child,  Jean  Hungerford,  bom  in  December,  1923, 

Lives  at  Wenonah,  N.  ^  * 

Margaret  Avis,  now  attending  Woodbury  High 
School. 


4.  JOHN  BOYD  AVIS,  bom  July  11,  1876,  married 
Sept,  27,  1899,  Minnie  Genung  Anderson.  No  children. 

JOHN  BOYD  AVIS. — For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
centuiy  John  Boyd  Avis  has  been  an  important  factor 
in  the  political  life  of  South  Jersey.  His  legislative  career 
of  four  terms  in  the  House  of  Assembly  and  one  three- 
year  term  in  the  Senate  was  an  influential  one,  during 
v%’hich  time  one  of  his  most  valuable  contributions  was 
the  formulation  of  non-partisan  tax-equalization  boards 
in  several  counties  of  the  State.  He  haa  been  success¬ 
fully  engaged  in  legal  practice  in  Woodbury,  New  Jersey, 
since  1898. 

Bom  in  Deerfield,  Cumberland  County,  New  Jersey, 
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John  H.  Avis,  immediately  after  marriage,  took 
charge  of  the  farm  of  his  father,  James  Avis,  which  he 
continued  to  operate  until  1870,  when  he  purchased  the 
stock  and  fixtures  of  a  general  store  business  at  Deer¬ 
field,  Cumberland  County,  New  Jersey,  which  he  oper¬ 
ated  in  a  rented  building  until  1889,  when  a  new  store 
building  was  erected  on  his  own  property  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  original  store.  He  was  interested  in  poli¬ 
tics,  as  a  Republican ;  was  a  member  at  one  time  of  the 
Board  of  Chosen  Freeholders,  and  in  1880  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  New  Jersey  General  Assembly  and  served 
in  the  session  of  1881.  In  1894  he  left  Deerfield  and  was 
in  various  pursuits  of  business  until  1904,  v/hen  he  was 
appointed  Game  Warden  for  Gloucester  County,  New 
Jersey,  in  which  position  he  served  until  November  1, 

1924,  at  which  time  he  retired. 

He  has  been  a  resident  of  Woodbury,  New  Jersey, 
for  over  twenty  years,  and  now  resides  in  Woodbury. 

Sallie  Barker  Avis  died  October  25,  1926. 

Children : 

1.  HATTIE  HITCHNER  AVIS,  in  1898  married 
Harry  H.  Richman,  and  they  reside  at  4826  Hazel  Avenue, 
Philadelphia,  Pa,  No  children. 

2.  HANNAH  BARKER  AVIS,  in  1891  married  Dr. 
James  Hunter,  Jr.  They  settled  in  Westville,  Gloucester 
County,  New  Jersey,  where  she  died  Jan.  1,  1904: 

Child^ — ^Avis  Hunter,  bom  May  31,  1897;  married 
Carl  Rumpf,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  No  children. 

3.  JAMIES  PAUL  AVIS,  in  1893  married  Ruth  Austin. 
Children: 

a.  Hallie,  bom  Nov.,  1894;  died  in  infancy;  b,  Ruth  ^  / 
M.,  born  March  27,  1896;  c.  James  Boyd,  bom  Jan.  10, 

1898 ;  d.  Doris,  bom  Sept.  12, 1899 ;  e.  Jack  H.,  bom  Nov. 

18, 1901 ;  fe  Hannah,  born  Feb,  1, 1904 ;  g.  Margaret,  bom 
March  31,  1908. 

James  Paul  Avis  entered  the  employ  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Railroad  Co.  in  1888,  and  continued  with  said 
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company  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  at  which  time  he 
was  a  chief  clerk  in  the  accounting  department  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.  For  many  years  he  was  active  in  church 
and  Sunday  School  work,  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Session  of  the  Wenonah  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School. 
Children : 

Ruth  M.  Avis  is  single  and  is  Superintendent  Nurse 
in  “Brewer  Hospital,”  Woodbuiy,  N.  J. 

James  Boyd  Avis  is  a  member  of  the  New  Jersey 
Bar,  practicing  law  at  Woodbury,  N.  J.,  with  the  firm  of 
Avis  &  Avis.  In  May,  1925,  he  married  Hazel  Morris, 
and  one  child,  a  son,  James  Boyd  Avis,  Jr.,  was  bom 
November  18,  1926.  He  lives  in  Woodbury,  N.  J. 

Doris  Avis  was  married  in  1923  to  Robert  Page,  and 
they  live  at  Clayton,  New  Jersey.  No  children.  j 

Jack  H.  Avis  is  a  member  of  the  New  Jersey 
practicing  law  at  Woodbury,  N.  J.,  with  the  firm  of  Av, .. 
&  Avis.  He  lives  at  Wenonah,  N.  J.  M 

Hannah  Avis  was  married  to  Churchill  Hungerforu,"^ 
Jr.  One  child,  Jean  Hungerford,  bom  in  December,  1923. 
Lives  at  Wenonah,  N. 

Margaret  Avis,  now  attending  Woodbury  High 
School. 

4.  JOHN  BOYD  AVIS,  bom  July  11,  1875,  married 
Sept.  27,  1899,  Minnie  Genung  Anderson.  No  children. 

JOHN  BOYD  AVIS. — For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
centuiy  John  Boyd  Avis  has  been  an  important  factor 
in  the  political  life  of  South  Jersey.  His  legislative  career 
of  four  terms  in  the  House  of  Assembly  and  one  three- 
year  term  in  the  Senate  was  an  influential  one,  during 
which  time  one  of  his  most  valuable  contributions  was 
the  formulation  of  non-partisan  tax-equalization  boards 
in  several  counties  of  the  State.  He  has  been  success¬ 
fully  engaged  in  legal  practice  in  Woodbury,  New  Jersey, 
since  1898. 

Bom  in  Deerfield,  Cumberland  County,  New  Jersey, 


July  11,  1875,  John  Boyd  Avis  is  a  son  of  John  H.  and 
Sarah  Barker  Avis,  and  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Deerfield  Township.  Later,  after 
completing  his  preparatory  studies,  he  began  the  study  of 
law  in  the  offices  of  the  Hon.  David  0.  Watkins,  and  in 
February,  1898,  three  months  after  his  removal  to  Wood¬ 
bury,  which  occurred  December  1,  1897,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  New  Jersey  Bar  as  an  attorney,  and  three  years 
later  he  was  admitted  as  a  counselor.  He  opened  an  office 
in  Woodbury,  and  was  a  partner  of  ex-Govemor  David 
O.  Watkins,  from  1901  until  1907,  when  the  partnership 
was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Avis  continued  practice  alone. 
In  addition  to  his  private  practice,  Mr.  Avis  became  attor¬ 
ney  for  a  number  of  Gloucester  County  municipalities. 
From  the  beginning  he  took  an  active  interest  in  political 
affairs,  and  soon  became  a  member  of  the  Gloucester 
County  Republican  Committee,  which  he  served  for  one 
year  as  chairman.  In  1912  he  was  chosen  as  a  delegate 
from  the  First  Congressional  District  to  the  Republican 
National  Convention  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  where  he  served 
as  the  Nev/  Jersey  member  of  the  convention's  Committee 
on  Credentials,  and  gave  active  support  to  the  candidacy 
of  Colonel  Roosevelt  for  the  nomination. 

Mr.  Avis's  legislative  career  began  with  his  election 
in  1901  as  the  member  from  Gloucester  in  the  New  Jersey 
House  of  Assembly,  and  he  achieved  the  unusual  distinc¬ 
tion  of  being  re-elected  in  each  of  three  successive  years. 

The  House  of  1904  selected  him  as  its  Speaker,  and 
he  performed  the  functions  of  the  chair  with  an  accept¬ 
ability  that  prompted  the  Assembly  of  1905  to  make  him 
its  presiding  officer.  His  service  in  the  Upper  Chamber 
of  the  Legislature  was  for  the  term  of  1906-1908.  There 
he  was  appointed  to  the  leading  committee?,  and  exerted 
a  marked  influence  on  the  legislation  of  the  day.  His 
name  was  identified  with  the  act  of  creating,  the  county 
boards  for  the  equalization  of  taxes.  Senator  Avis,  be¬ 
lieving  that  a  system  for  the  equalization  of  taxes  should 


80 


be  devised,  formulated  and  drew  an  act  authorizing  the 


appointment  by  the  governor  of  non-partisan  tax  equali 


zation  boards  in  the  several  counties  of  the  State.  He 
advocated  the  act  with  an  earnestness  and  force  that 
eventuated  in  making  it  a  law.  In  subsequent  years 
attempts  were  made  to  repeal  the  act,  but  a  study  of  its 
effects  in  operation  discouraged  the  plea  and  the  efforts 
to  repeal  have  been  unsuccessful.  Mr.  Avis  has  won  in 
a  high  degree  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  associates. 
He  is  also  prominent  in  church,  social  and  fraternal  activ¬ 
ities,  being  a  member  of  Florence  Lodge,  No.  87,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  Woodbury,  which  body  he  served  as 
Worshipful  Master  in  1916;  of  the  Improved  Order  of 
Red  Men;  of  the  Junior  Order  of  United  American  Me¬ 


chanics  ;  of  the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose ;  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows ;  Foresters  of  America ;  and  of  the  Grange. 
His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  - "^*"^^^±he  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 

tian  !  Portrait  of  Avis  airman  of  the  county 
con^ .  .  ....  _  1  1913. 
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Portrait  of  Avis 
Unveiled  by  Sister 

A  portrait  of  the  late  Federal 
Judge  John  Boyd  Avis  was  unveiled 
yesterday  in  U.  S.  District  Court  in 
Camden  by  his  sister,  Mrs.  Holly 
Richman,  of  Woodstown. 

Attending  the  ceremonies  were 
Judges  John  Biggs,  Jr.,  Albert  B. 
Maris  and  Gerald  M.  F.  McLaugh¬ 
lin,  of  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals,  Philadelphia;  Judges  Guy 
Fake,  Philip  Forman,  William  F. 
Smith  and  Thomas  F:  Meaney,  of 
the  U.  S.  District  Court,  Camden. 

Also  present  were  State  Supreme 
Court  Justice  Ralph  W.  E.  Donges, 
Vice  Chancellor  Maja  L.  Berry, 
Judges  Albert  E.  Burling  and  Sam¬ 
uel  M.  Shay,  of  the  New  Jersey  Cir¬ 
cuit  Court;  Common  Pleas  Judges 
Bartholomew  A.  Sheehan,  Camden; 
Elmer  B.  Woods,  Gloucester,  and  S. 
Rusling  Leap,  of  Salem,  an*d  former 
State  Supreme  Court  Justice  Frank 
T.  Lloyd.  - 


‘  27,  1899,  John  Boyd 
^.nderson,  daughter  of 
Anderson,  of  New  York 

] 

Avis  and  James  Boyd 
rmed  a  partnership  for 
.lame  of  “Avis  &  Avis” ; 
(another  son  of  James 
firm,  and  they  (3)  are 
Woodbury,  New  Jersey, 


,  xy40;  is 

..-ic-.  zy  a  sister,  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Richman,  of  Woodstown;  a  nephew 
James  B.  Avis,  of  Woodbury,  and 
five  nieces. 

Burial  will  be  in  Wenonah  N.  J.) 
Cemetery  following  funeral  services 
at  the  Avis  residence  at  2.30  P.  M. 
Monday. 


July  11,  1875,  John  Boyd  Avis  is  a  son  of  John  H.  and 
Sarah  Barker  Avis,  and  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Deerfield  Township.  Later,  after 
completing  his  preparatory  studies,  he  began  the  study  of 
law  in  the  offices  of  the  Hon.  David  0.  Watkins,  and  in 
February,  1898,  three  months  after  his  removal  to  Wood¬ 
bury,  which  occurred  December  1,  1897,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  New  Jersey  Bar  as  an  attorney,  and  three  years 
later  he  was  admitted  as  a  counselor.  He  opened  an  office 
in  Woodbury,  and  was  a  partner  of  ex-Govemor  David 
O.  Watkins,  from  1901  until  1907,  when  the  partnership 
v/as  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Avis  continued  practice  alone. 
In  addition  to  his  private  practice,  Mr.  Avis  became  attor¬ 
ney  for  a  number  of  Gloucester  County  municipalities. 
From  the  beginning  he  took  an  active  interest  in  political 
affairs,  and  soon  became  a  member  of  the  Gloucester 
County  Republican  Committee,  which  he  served  for  one 
year  as  chairman.  In  1912  he  was  chosen  as  a  delegate 
from  the  First  Congressional  District  to  the  Republican 
National  Convention  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  where  he  served 
as  the  Nev/  Jersey  member  of  the  convention's  Committee 
on  Credentials,  and  gave  active  support  to  the  candidacy 
of  Colonel  Roosevelt  for  the  nomination. 

Mr.  Avis's  legislative  career  began  with  his  election 
in  1901  as  the  member  from  Gloucester  in  the  New  Jersey 
House  of  Assembly,  and  he  achieved  the  unusual  distinc¬ 
tion  of  being  re-elected  in  each  of  three  successive  years. 

The  House  of  1904  selected  him  as  its  Speaker,  and 
he  performed  the  functions  of  the  chair  with  an  accept¬ 
ability  that  prompted  the  Assembly  of  1905  to  make  him 
its  presiding  officer.  His  service  in  the  Upper  Chamber 
of  the  Legislature  was  for  the  term  of  1906-1908.  There 
he  was  appointed  to  the  leading  committees,  and  exerted 
a  marked  influence  on  the  legislation  of  the  day.  His 
name  was  identified  with  the  act  of  creating,  the  county 
boards  for  the  equalization  of  taxes.  Senator  Avis,  be¬ 
lieving  that  a  system  for  the  equalization  of  taxes  should 
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be  devised,  formulated  and  drew  an  act  authorizing  the 
appointment  by  the  governor  of  non-partisan  tax  equali¬ 
zation  boards  in  the  several  counties  of  the  State.  He 
advocated  the  act  with  an  earnestness  and  force  that 
eventuated  in  making  it  a  law.  In  subsequent  years 
attempts  were  made  to  repeal  the  act,  but  a  study  of  its 
effects  in  operation  discouraged  the  plea  and  the  efforts 
to  repeal  have  been  unsuccessful.  Mr.  Avis  has  won  in 
a  high  degree  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  associates. 
He  is  also  prominent  in  church,  social  and  fraternal  activ¬ 
ities,  being  a  member  of  Florence  Lodge,  No.  87,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  of  Woodbury,  which  body  he  served  as 
Worshipful  Master  in  1916;  of  the  Improved  Order  of 
Red  Men;  of  the  Junior  Order  of  United  American  Me¬ 
chanics;  of, the  Loyal  Order  of  Moose;  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows ;  Foresters  of  America ;  and  of  the  Grange. 
His  religious  affiliation  is  with  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  he  is  also  an  active  worker  in  the  Young  Men's  Chris¬ 
tian  Association,  having  been  chairman  of  the  county 
committee  since  its  organization  in  1913. 

At  Asbury  Park,  September  27,  1899,  John  Boyd 
Avis  married  Minnie  Genung  Anderson,  daughter  of 
Charles  H.  and  Ruth  A.  (Genung)  Anderson,  of  New  York 
City. 

January  1,  1920,  John  Boyd  Avis  and  James  Boyd 
Avis  (son  of  James  Paul  Avis)  formed  a  partnership  for 
the  practice  of  the  law,  under  the  name  of  “Avis  &  Avis” ; 
on  January  1,  1924,  Jack  H.  Avis  (another  son  of  James 
Paul  Avis)  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  and  they  (3)  are 
continuing  the  practice  of  law  at  Woodbury,  New  Jersey, 
under  the  above  firm  name. 


,  Cemetery  following  funeral  services 
^  I  at  the  Avis  residence  at  2.30  P.  M. 
^•[Monday. 


I  .  lifw;  IS 

I  zy  a  sister,  Mrs.  H.  H. 

'  Richman,  of  Woodstown;  a  nephew, 
James  B.  Avis,  of  Woodbury,  and 


five  nieces. 

Burial  will  be  in  Wenonah  N.  J.) 
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ARAH  AVIS  JAMES,  1821-1891,  daughter  of 
George  and  Hannah  Pritchett  Avis,  was  bom 
near  Swedesboro,  Gloucester  County,  N.  J., 
Oct.  27,  1821.  Her  early  education  was 
obtained  at  a  school  near  by.  She  learned 
the  dressmaking  trade  in  Philadelphia.  At  that  time  sew¬ 
ing  was  all  done  by  hand,  and  she  was  an  expert.  She  had 
regular  customers  in  the  city  who  were  Friends  and  who 
kept  her  busy  most  of  the  year,  only  living  at  home  on  the 
farm  a  short  time  in  the  summer. 

Dec.  19,  1858,  she  was  married  to  Lewis  Mulford 
James.  The  ceremony  was  performed  in  the  Nazareth 
M.  E.  Church,  at  the  close  of  the  evening  service,  by  the 
pastor.  Rev.  J.  W.  MacDougal.  She  wore  a  brown  silk 
dress  with  white  bayadere  stripes  and  a  velvet  mantilla. 
The  daughter  still  has  the  dress,  very  little  changed.  The 
last  time  she  wore  it  was  at  the  wedding  of  her  son, 
William,  in  1889.  They  went  to  housekeeping  on  Main 
Street,  AUoway,  in  a  house  owned  by  Chambers  Apple- 
gate.  Two  children  were  born  there,  Hannah  Avis  and 
William  Henry.  In  1863  they  purchased  the  home  on 
Greenwich  Street,  where  the  family  have  since  lived. 

The  youngest  son,  Frank  Ferry  James,  was  born 
there  July  10,  1864.  He  also  died  there  March  13,  1882, 
of  typhoid  fever,  in  his  eighteenth  year.  He  would  have 
graduated  from  the  AUoway  High  School  in  June. 

Mrs.  James  was  always  proud  of  her  Avis  blood  and 
fond  of  her  relatives.  She  was  a  real  friend  to  all  of  us. 
Her  judgment  was  good  and  her  advice  sound  and,  in 
the  family  councils,  what  Sarah  said  was  usuaUy  final. 

She  passed  away  with  uraemia,  after  only  one  week's 
sickness,  June  6, 1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine. 

Lewis  Mulford  James,  son  of  Lewis  Mulford  and 
Harriet  Davis  James,  was  bom  at  Bridgeton,  N.  J.,  Nov.  4, 
1822.  Educated  in  a  pay  school  and  the  Stone  Academy. 
Ovrlng  to  the  death  of  his  father  he  v/ent  to  work  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  for  Dr.  Lumley.  Helped  in  a  country  store 
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in  Deerfield,  then  worked  at  the  carpenter  trade.  About 
1850  he  went  in  a  sailing  ship  to  Savannah,  Ga.,  where 
he  worked  at  car  building  and  while  there  had  the  small¬ 
pox.  After  returning  he  learned  cabinet  making  and 
undertaking  from  Eli  Sayre  of  Bridgeton,  N.  J.  June  1, 

1855,  he  purchased  the  business  of  Josiah  Evans  in  Allo- 
way,  where  he  was  a  succesful  undertaker  for  many  years, 
until  failing  health  caused  him  to  give  it  up.  In  his  home 
there  are  some  fine  pieces  of  furniture  which  are  the 
work  of  his  hands.  He  passed  away  Aug.  16,  1906,  aged 
83  years,  and  was  laid  in  the  old  Deerfield  churchyard, 
by  the  side  of  his  father  and  mother,  wife  and  son.  He 
was  a  genial  host  and  the  life  of  every  gathering,  always 
ready  with  a  pleasant  word  or  a  joke.  He  was  also  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence,  taking  an  in¬ 
terest  in  the  events  of  the  time,  especially  along  politi¬ 
cal  lines.  Republican  in  politics  and  Presbyterian  in  re« 
ligious  faith.  __ 

ANNAH  AVIS  JAMES,  I.,  oaly  daug^er  ol  Cews 
and  Sarah  Avis  James,  was  born  in  Alloway, 

Dec.  13,  1859.  She  was  educated  in  the  Alloway 
Schools,  and  Ivy  Hall,  Bridgeton,  N.  J.  She  has  been  the 
faithful  daughter,  always  living  at  home,  caring  for  her 
parents  in  their  old  age,  and  keeping  house  for  her  father 
15  years  after  her  mother's  death.  She  lives  alone  in 
the  old  home,  yet  not  alone,  for  being  a  friend  to 
everybody  she  has  many  friends. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  Alloway  M.  E.  Church,  and 
has  taught  a  women’s  Bible  class  for  a  number  of  years. 

R.  WILLIAM  H.  JAMES,  II.,  son  of  Lewis  and 
Sarah  A.  James,  was  bom  at  Alloway,  N.  J.,  on 
July  2,  1861. 

He  received  his  early  education  in  the  Alloway  pub¬ 
lic  school.  At  the  age  of  17  he  entered  the  State  Model 
School  at  Trenton,  N.  J.  In  1881  he  entered  the  College 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Medical  Department,  of 

1  JAMES. — March  5.  1943,  WILLIAM  H. 
ae  j  JAMES,  M.  D.,  of  Pennsville,  N.  J.  Rela¬ 

tives  &  friends  invited  to  attend  ihe  fu¬ 
neral  on  Tuesday  March  9,  at  2  R  M.,  at 
the  Oscar  Denn  Funeral  Home,  Oak  st., 
Salem,  N.  J.  IntermaifeEast  View  Cemetery. 
'Fri'’nds  may  call  ^ohdhy  evening. 


Columbia  University.  He  attended  Columbia  two  years. 
In  1883  he  entered  the  University  of  Vermont  and  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  University  of  Vermont  College  of  Medi¬ 
cine  in  1885.  In  October  of  that  year  he  began  thd 
practice  of  Medicine  at  Pennsville,  N.  J. 

September  25,  1889,  he  married  Lena  Rivers  LeCroy, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Emeline  LeCroy.  They  have  one 
son,  S.  LeCroy  James,  a  business  man  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Dr.  James  has  practiced  medicine  in  Pennsville  for 
over  40  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical 
Association;  The  State  Medical  Society  of  New  Jersey; 
Salem  County  Medical  Society,  and  member  and  secretary 
of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Staff  of  the  Salem  County 
Memorial  Hospital  of  Salem,  N.  J. 

I.  S.  LeCROY  JAMES  was  born  at  Pennsville,  N.  J., 
1891.  He  graduated  from  the  Camden  Commercial  Col¬ 
lege  of  Camden,  N.  J.,  in  1910.  He  is  a  salesman  for 
Hires  &  Turner  Glass  Co,  of  Philadelphia,  Washington, 
Albany,  Rochester,  and  Baltimore. 


ANNAH  AVIS  SHEPPARD,  1824  - 1889, 
daughter  of  George  and  Hannah  Avis  was 
^  bom  in  Gloucester  Co.,  Dec.  17,  1824.  She 
I  began  her  education  in  the  school  house  near 
the  White  Place,  where  Mrs.  Antoinette 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  C.  C.  Avis  conducted  a  Sunday  School 
a  few  years  ago.  After  the  family  moved  to  Upper  Pitts- 
grove,  she  attended  the  Union  School,  near  what  is  now 
Newkirk  Station,  where  there  was  a  lady  teacher,  (un¬ 
usual  at  that  time),  and  the  girls  were  taught  sewing  as 
well  as  reading,  writing  and  ciphering.  As  a  young 
woman  she  learned  both  the  dresmaking  and  milliner 
trades,  which  she  carried  on  at  home.  She  did  some 
dressmaking  in  homes  at  35  cents  a  day,  and  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  sew  in  the  evening  so  as  to  make  a  full  day.  A 
woman's  life  was  not  easy  in  those  days. 

After  the  death  of  her  mother  she  kept  house  for 
her  father  with  the  aid  of  her  youngest  sister,  Hester. 
January  13,  1858,  she  was  married  to  E.  L.  L.  Sheppard 
by  Daniel  Kelsey,  Pastor  of  the  Pittsgrbve  Baptist 
Church.  The  ceremony  was  performed  in  the  Avis  home, 
with  only  the  immediate  relatives  present.  They  went  to 
housekeeping  in  a  new  home  built  on  -a  section  of  the 
Sheppard  farm.  They  beautified  the  grounds  with  trees 
and  shrubbery  and  planted  an  orchard  of  various  fruits 
which  in  time  became  prolific  bearers.  They  not  only 
enjoyed  the  fruits  of  their  labors  for  many  years  but 
many  of  the  trees  are  still  standing  and  the  home  re¬ 
mains  a  spot  where  both  Avis  and  Sheppard  relatives  love 
to  gather. 

Although  the  busy  mother  of  a  family,  and  the  wife 
of  a  farmer,  I  never  saw  Aunt  Hannah  either  ragged  or 
dirty.  She  was  always  neatly  clad  and  her  beautiful  hair 
v/as  brushed  before  she  came*  downstairs  in  the  morning. 
(E.  E.  A.  M.X  After  a- long  and  painful,  illness,  she  left  us 
May  30,  1889.  A  short  sketch  of  her  husband,  written 
by  his.  daughter,  seems  fitdng  here. . 
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"Ebenezer  Letson  Ludlum  Sheppard  was  bom  in 
Greenwich,  Cumberland  Co.,  N.  J.,  Feb.  25, 1817.  In  1828 
his  father  bought  a  farm  in  Predonia,  N.  Y.,  and  removed 
there  with  his  family.  After  spending  three  years  in  the 
Fredonia  Academy,  he  entered  Brown  University,  Prov* 
idence,  R.  I.,  graduating  Sept.,  1839.  His  diploma  was 
signed  by  Francis  Wayland.  He  then  entered  the  law 
office  of  James  MuUett  of  Fredonia,  N.  Y.,  and  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  bar  May  17,  1844.  During  the  gold  rush 
in  1849  and  '60,  he  went  to  California  in  a  sailing  vessel 
around  Cape  Horn ;  was  six  months  going.  Placer  mined 
while  there.  No  record  of  much  gold  found.  Returning 
made  the  journey  partly  by  water,  and  crossed  the  Isth¬ 
mus  in  a  two-wheeled  cart  drawn  by  oxen.  After  return¬ 
ing  from  California  he  lived  with  his  father  on  the  pres¬ 
ent  Sheppard  Farm.  He  taught  school  in  several  places, 
He  was  Township  Superintendent  of  Schools;  and  Dis¬ 
trict  Clerk  of  Daretown  District  for  a  number  of  years. 
Was  Trustee  and  Church  Clerk  in  the  Pittsgrove  Baptist 
Church  until  disabled  by  age.  He  always  maintained 
family  worship  and  read  a  chapter  in  his  Greek  Testa¬ 
ment  every  day.  At  the  time  of  the  Civil  War,  he  was 
2nd  Lieutenant  in  a  company  of  Home  Guards.  Major 
Judah  Foster  was  in  command.  Both  men  were  too  old 
for  active  service.  They  used  to  drill  in  a  vacant  lot  near 
the  Daretown  School. 

He  was  intensely  patriotic  and  always  interested  in 
the  political  life  of  the  country.  Greeley's  New  York 
Tribune  stood  next  to  his  Bible. 

He  enjoyed  very  much  having  his  friends  visit  him, 
and  could  relate  many  interesting  incidents  which  had 
come  under  his  observations. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheppard  had  five  children. 

1.  A  girl,  only  lived  a  few  days,  born  Oct.,  1868. 
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|ANNAH  AVIS  SHEPPARD,  IL,  bom  in  the  Shep¬ 
pard  home,  educated  in  the  Daretown  School, 
one  year  in  the  Williamsport  High  School,  and 
graduated  at  the  Philadelphia  Lying-in  Charity  Hospital 
and  Nurses'  School,  incorporated  in  1832.  It  claims  to  be 
the  first  hospital  of  its  kind  in  this  country.  She  re¬ 
ceived  her  nui'se's  diploma  from  this  school  in  1891.  She 
followed  nursing  for  about  20  years,  and  has  since  been 
living  in  the  house  where  she  was  bom.  She  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Pittsgrove  Baptist  Church  and  the  Oak  Tree 
Chapter  of  the  D.  A.  R.  She  has  two  suits  of  clothes, 
one  belonging  to  her  Grandmother  Avis,  and  one  to  her 
Grandfather,  each  almost  a  hundred  years  old,  which  she 
delights  in  showing.  Unmarried. 

lUDSON  EBENEZER  SHEPPARD,  III.,*w& 

Dec.  4,  1862;  was  educated  in  the  Daretown 
School  and  New  Jersey  State  Normal.  After 
teaching  school  a  short  time,  he  returned  home  and  ran 
the  farm.  After  the  fathers'  death  he  fell  heir  to  what 
was  known  as  the  Boon  place,  where  he  has  lived  ever 
since,  and  conducts  a  farming  and  huckster  business.  He 
was  twice  married,  now  living  with  his  second  wife,  who 
was  Elizabeth  Radspiner.  They  are  members  of  the 
Pittsgrove  Baptist  Church.  , 

|UTH  SHEPPARD,  IV.,  was  bom  and  has  always 
lived  on  the  Sheppard  Farm,  where  she  has  been 
the  home  maker. 

She  received  her  education  in  the  Daretown  School, 
obtained  a  teacher's  certificate,  and  taught  for  a  few 
years;  but  owing  to  the  illness  of  her  mother  she  gave 
up  teaching,  and,  after  her  mother's  death,  never  re¬ 
turned  to  it.  She  has  inherited  her  mother's  disposition, 
together  with  her  good  sense  and  executive  ability,  also 
her  native  artistic  talent,  as  shown  by  her  management 
of  the  home,  her  skill  in  costume  designing,  and  her  love 
of  nature  and  flowers.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Pitts- 
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grove  Baptist  Church  and  the  Daretown  W.  C,  T.  U. 
Unmarried. 

MMA  ELIZA  SHEPPARD,  V.,  was  born  on  the 
Sheppard  Farm  and  received  her  early  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  Daretown  School.  She  received  her 
third  grade  teacher's  certificate  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
while  still  a  school  girl. 

She  began  teaching  at  Shirley  in  1887  for  $30  a 
month.  It  was  an  old  style  building  with  desks  around 
the  wall.  She  taught  there  three  years  and  in  the  mean¬ 
time  received  her  second  and  first  grade  county  certifi¬ 
cates.  In  1891  she  became  teacher  in  the  Pittsgrove 
School.  She  was  there  two  yeairs,  and  two  years  in  Har- 
risonville,  Gloucester  Co.  She  spent  the  next  two  years 
in  the  N.  J.  State  Normal  School,  graduating  June,  1897, 
receiving  the  Normal  Life  Certificate. 

Her  first  lessons  in  Art  were  taken  at  the  Normal 
School  where  she  had  special  work  under  Miss  Field,  Art 
Instructor. 

After  graduating  she  taught  five  years  in  Haddoh- 
field,  N.J.,  continuing  her  Art  Studies  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Museum  and  School  of  Industrial  Art  in  Philadelphia, 
where  she  received  a  certificate.  She  came  to  Hacken¬ 
sack  in  1902.  There  are  seven  schools  and  two  hundred 
teachers.  She  is  still  there  as  Supervisor  of  Art,  Art 
teacher  for  the  Junior  High,  and  special  Art  teacher  for 
High  School,  and  Supervisor  for  the  grades.  Makes  out 
the  course  of  study  and  teaches  the  teachers  how  to  teach 
the  children,  and  receives  almost  four  times  the  salary 
she  did  in  1902. 

Since  living  in  Hackensack  she  has  continued  her 
studies  on  Saturday  and  evenings  in  Columbia  Univers¬ 
ity,  Teachers'  College.  Has  no  “scrap  of  paper"  to  show 
but  has  credits  almost  equal  to  a  diploma  which  requires 
a  year's  residence  work. 

She  has  taken  various  courses  in  New  York  Uni- 

&8 


versity  and  in  the  School  of  Fine  and  Applied  Arts ;  spent 
one  term  at  Summer  School  in  Boston,  and  spent  one 
summer  abroad  with  the  N.  Y,  University  course  in  Art. 
Unmarried. 


OUR  MOTHER 

It  is  difficult  to  express  our  gratitude  for  our 
mother’s  life  and  influence. 

Her  great  love  for  us,  her  wise  judgment  in  practical 
affairs,  her  understanding  and  insight  of  character,  her 
executive  ability  as  shown  in  what  she  accomplished, 
stand  out  as  we  try  to  look  into  the  past. 

The  appreciation  of  the  beautiful  was  a  prominent 
characteristic  of  our  mother.  The  beauty  of  nature, 
flowers,  trees,  with  which  she  surrounded  our  home, 
stand  as  a  memorial  to  her.  This  same  love  of  beauty 
appeared  in  all  her  life,  the  home,-  her  choice  of  litera¬ 
ture,  her  handwork;  She  has  told  us  how  when  a  child 
she  used  to  make  pictures  in  school  and  how  she  was  pun¬ 
ished  for  so  doing.  “The  good  old-fashioned  days”  had 
some  cruel  practices. 

The  highest  tribute  we  can  pay  to  our  mother  is  her 
beautiful  Qiristian  character.  Her  abiding  faith  and 
trust  in  a  Heavenly  Father  as  evidenced  in  her  life  of 
love  and  sacrifice  for  others,  a  life  of  deeds,  not  words. 
Her  calm  endurance  under  most  trying  conditions,  her 
high  sense  of  honor,  of  justice,  of  truth,  her  appreciation 
of  all  that  was  high  and  good.  The  bravery  and  patience 
with  which  she  met  the  great  suffering  of  her  final  ill¬ 
ness  with  the  constant  thought  of  those  she  must  leave, 
the  trust,  ,  that  in  the  midst  of  such  pain  could  say,  “Bless 
the  Lord,  0  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits.”  . 

The  memory  of  these  grows  brighter  with  time  and 
makes  us  desire  to  so  live  that  we  may  be  ready  to  meet 
her  and  all  the  dear  ones  who  have  gone  before. 

(Signed)  HANNAH,  RUTH,  EMMA. 
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SWING.— Isabella  A.  Swlnj?,  wife  of  Jobn  K 
Swing,  aged  76  yrs,  died  Dec.  Sth,  1902,  and 
was  buried  from  ner  husband’s  residence, 
near  Shirley,  on  Thursday  llth  Irst,  at 
Aldlne. 

SABEL  AVIS  SWING,  1826-1902,  daughter 
of  George  and  Hannah  Avis,  was  bom  in 
Gloucester  Co.,  Oct.  27,  1826,  but  while  a 
child  her  parents  purchased  and  moved  to 
a  farm  near  Daretown.  She  attended  the 
Daretown  School,  where  Joel  Sayre  and  Price  Hills  seem 
to  have  been  her  pet  aversion  as  teachers. 

In  Sept.,  1851,  she  was  married  to  John  M.  Swing, 
son  of  Jonathan  and  Rebecca  M.  Swing.  Jonathan  Swing 
was  a  Ruling  Elder  in  the  Daretown  Presbyterian  Church, 
a  typical  gentleman  of  the  old  school.  His  wife  was  also 
one  of  the  ladies  of  the  olden  times.  John  Swing  was 
bom  in  the  old  homestead  near  Swing’s  Comer,  now 
Shirley,  in  1827. 

One  year  after  their  marriage  they  moved  into  a 
new  house  built  on  one  side  of  the  Swing  farm,  where 
they  spent  their  lives.  All  of  their  eight  children  except 
the  oldest  daughter  were  bom  there. 

He  was  a  wheelwright  by  trade;  but  followed 
farming  most  of  his  life. 

October  11,  1901,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swing  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding,  at  which  fifty  relatives  and  friends 
were  present.  Dec.  8,  1902  she  passed  away  and  in  just 
nine  weeks,  Jan.  27,  1903,  her  husband  followed  her  and 
the  home  was  broken  up  and  the  property  sold.  They  had 
eight  children,  as  follows: 

MMA  JANE  SWING,  I.  May  6,  1852.  Married 
Samuel  Garrison.  Lived  in  Bridgeton ;  buried  one 
son  and  a  daughter ;  has  two  daughters  and  one 
son  living. 

1.  CARRIE  GARRISON,  married  Hairy  Shunter. 
She  has  five  children. 

2.  NORA  GARRISON,  married  Samuel  Shaw;  has 
three  children. 

3.  DAVID  GARRISON,  married  Clara  Binn;  no 
children. 
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[ANNAH  PRITCHETT  SWING,  II.,  Sept.  27, 1854, 
married  Leonard  Duffield,  deceased.  Lived  in 
_ Elmer ;  had  one  child  who  died  in  infancy.  Han¬ 
nah  is  still  living. 


ARY  ELLA  SWING,  HI..  July  16,  1856,  died  June 
20, 1892.  Married  Albert  Harris,  also  dead.  They 
left  two  daughters,  Louie,  who  lives  in  Johnson- 
burg,  and  Irene,  in  Detroit 

ARRIET  AVIS  SWING.  IV.,  bom  Aug.  20,  1859. 
She  was  married  to  Harry  Mixner  (bora  1856) 
Dec.  22, 1874.  He  was  bom  and  raised  on  a  farm, 
near  Besbie  Run.  In  March,  1900,  they  moved  to  Bridge- 
ton  where  he  worked  in  a  chandelier  factory  until  all  of 
their  five  children  were  married.  In  1912  they  went  to 
Wildwood  with  two  of  their  children  and  with  them  built 
up  an  automobile  business.  They  lived  there  five  years, 
then  on  account  of  Mr.  Mixner’s  failing  health  they  re¬ 
turned  to  Bridgeton,  where  he  died  inside  of  the  year. 
She  still  lives  in  Bridgeton,  active  in  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Children  as  follows: 

1.  CHESTER  MIXNER,  married  Etta  S.  McLaugh¬ 
lin  Aug.  17,  1904.  They  have  two  daughters,  Gertrude 
Harriet  Mixner,  and  Laura  Frances  Mixner,  both  at  home. 
Mr.  Mixner  is  a  machinist  and  lives  in  Bridgeton. 


2.  ALBERT  J.  MIXNER,  married  Alice  Woodruff, 
April  16,  1902.  He  owns  a  garage  and  sells  cars  in  Wild¬ 
wood,  N,  J.  Also  owns  a  home  there.  No  children. 

3.  LAURA  MIXNER,  married  Walter  Harris,  a 
fanner  near  Durfield,  April  7, 1897.  They  have  four  chil¬ 
dren:  Ralph  M.  Harris,  Maud  P.  Harris,  George  P.  Harris, 
and  Frances  L.  Harris. 


a.  Ralph  M.  Harris,  son  of  Laura  Mixner  Harris, 


married  Florence  Long  and  they  have  three  daughters: 
Millicent,  Ruth,  and  Alice,  being  the  great-grandchildren 
of  Harriet  Swing  Mixner.  Live  in  Bridgeton. 

4.  HATTIE  AVIS  MIXNER,  married  Walter  Butter- 
field  on  July  19,  1899.  He  is  a  machinist  in  Bridgeton. 
They  have  three  sons;  Robert  J.  Butterfield,  Jason 
Butterfield,  and  Walter  Butterfield,  Jr. 

5.  ROBERT  MIXNER,  married  Hannah  Cox  Sept.3, 
1908.  He  owns  a  show  room  and  machine  plant  in  At¬ 
lantic  City  and  sells  Chrysler  and  other  cars.  He  has  a 
large  business  and  owns  a  home  at  Ventnor,  Atlantic 
City.  No  children. 

6.  SUSIE  J.  MIXNER,  bom  Oct.  11,  1881,  died  Nov. 
13,  1886. 
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^BOHN  HOWARD  SWING,  V.,  was  born  July  8, 
I860.  Attended  the  Shirley  district  school  and 
^^1  worked  on  the  farm  with  his  father.  October 
24,  1885,  he  married  Mary  M.  Garrison  of  Elmer, 
N.  J.  She  was  a  sufferer  with  asthma  for  many 
years,  and  on  February  16,  1896,  she  passed  away. 
There  were  six  children,  namely :  Harry  W.,  Estella, 
Willie,  Paul  A.,  Enoch  G.,  and  Clara.  All  died  in  in¬ 
fancy  except  Estella  and  Enoch,  who  lived  to  be  nine  and 
four  years  respectively^  and  both  died  with  diphtheria  in 
September,  1896. 

His  second  wife  was  Mary  J.  Fisher  of  Waynesburg, 
Chester  Co.,  Pa.,  married  Sept.  25,  1897.  There  are  four 
children ; 

.  .  .1.  BENJAMIN,  who  died  in  infancy. 

’  2.  WALTER  T.  SWING,  book-keeper  at  Bridgeton, 
New  Jersey.  f  ^  ?G  • 

3.  VERNA  M.  SWING,  private  s^retary  and  treas¬ 
urer  at  Bridgeton,  N.  J.  ^  A 

4.  FRANK  A.  SWING,  student  at  Drexel  Institute, 
Phila.,  formerly  of  Bucknell  University,  Lewisburg,  Pa. 

He  and  his  wife  purchased, the  homestead  farm^of 
John  M.  Swing  March  7,  1898,  and  lived  in  the  old  home 
of  Jonathan  Swing,  and  sold  it  to  David  M.  Schultz  of 
Shirley,  N.  J ,  Aug.  23,  i920.  This  fam  has  been  in  the 
Swing  family  since  ,1823.  He  is  now  living  on  a  farm 
three  miles  from  Monroeville,  N.  J, 

.  GIDEON  PRITCHETT,  SWING,  VL,  son  of  John  M. 
and  Isabel  Avis  Swing,  born  1864;  died  in  infancy. 
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SABEL  AVIS  SWING  was  the  seventh  child 
of  John  M.  Swing  and  Isabel  Avis,  bom  and 
raised  about  one-half  mile  from  Shirley,  then 
known  as  Swing's  Comer.  At  the  old  district 
school,  called  the  Washington,  under  several 
good  teachers  I  received  a  common  school  education,  since 
augmented  by  reading,  for  I  had  a  genuine  love  for  books, 
which  has  been  a  source  of  joy  all  my  life.  I  shall  always 
revere  the  memory  of  one  teacher  I  had,  Miss  Mary  Os¬ 
borne,  daughter  of  Rev.  Ethan  Osborne,  who  was  such  a 
help  in  many  ways. 

I  married  William  E.  McPhereon  of  Alloway,  on 
March  11th,  18S2.  My  husband  was  the  son  of  Jeremiah 
and  Elizabeth  Osborne  McPherson,  bom  in  Alloway  and 
raised  there,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  years  on  farms 
in  this  vicinity.  We  bought  our  present  home  in  1894, 
rebuilt  it  in  1898,  and  make  a  comfortable  living  on  the 
land  and  with  our  White  Wyandotte  poultry  for  eggs  and- 
market.  It  is  just  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town  near  the 
fine  new  Alloway  Grammar  School.  Two  of  our  children 
were  bom  on  a  farm  a  mile  away  from  Alloway,  and  the 
two  younger  ones  in  town. 

Our  only  son,  and  oldest  child: 

^LDRED  GRAY  McPHERSON,  I.,  lived  and  was 
educated  here,  leaving  at  the  age  of  eighteen  to 
enter  the  service  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad, 
and  he  has  served  as  telegrapher  and  agent  at  Iona,  Mon¬ 
roeville,  Anglesea,  Swedesboro,  Clayton,  Bridgeport,  and 
for  several  years  has  been  cashier,  at  the  tenninal  and 
ferry  house  on  the  Philadelphia  side,  foot  of  Market 
Street.  While  at  Monroeville  he  married  Anna  Castor 
Hellerman,  of  Iona,  on  April  28th,  1904,  Rev.  Benjamin 
Sheppard  officiating.  Two  children  were  bom; 

1.  ALMA  JANVIER  McPHERSON,  Sept.  29th,  1906, 
who  is  now  married  to  George  Rinear  and  living  at  Atco, 
New  Jersey. 


2.  WILLIAM  WEYMAN  McPHERSON,  born  Oct. 
29,  1909,  who  is  working  in  the  general  office  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  on  Broad  Street,  Philadelphia,  and 
living  with  his  parents  at  their  present  home,  813  Merrick 
Ave.,  Collingswood. 

The  son-in-law,  Mr.  Rinear,  is  also  an  employee  in 
the  General  Office.  They  were  married  April  28th,  1924, 
at  Florence,  N.  J. 

lOLET  ELIZABETH  McPHERSON,  H.,  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  then  High  School  at  Alloway,  and 
after  County  examination  taught  in  the  Pri¬ 
mary  department  at  Alloway  for  five  years,  leaving  to 
become  the  wife  of  Dayton  Buck  Burt,  son  of  Nathaniel 
Burt  and  Mary  Buck,  born  near  Aldine  on  the  farm  they 
owned. 

They  were  married  Feb.  22,  1908,  at  Pleasantville, 
N.  J.,  by  Rev.  E.  A.  Miller,  a  former  pastor  of  the  Alloway 
M.  E.  Church.  Mr.  Burt  now  holds  a  responsible  posi¬ 
tion  with  the  Bell  Telephone  Company.  Two  children 
were  bom: 

1.  MARGUERITE  ISABEL  BURT,  now  doing  High 
School  work. 

2.  DAYTON  BURT,  Jr.,  a  lad  of  twelve  years. 

The  whole  family  are  music  lovers  and  gifted  along 
that  line.  They  have  lived  for  the  last  twelve  years  in  a 
pleasant  home  they  had  built  at  206  Chrestmont 
Terrace,  Colingswood,  N,  J. 

MMA  LUELLA  McPHERSON,  HI.,  was  also  grad¬ 
uated  from  Alloway  High  School,  and  taught 
school  for  several  years,  at  Penton,  Auburn, 
Alloway  and  Elmer.  She  married  Raymond  P.  Bates,  a 
son  of  Joseph  Bates  and  Mary  Patterson,  of  Alloway. 
They  were  married  October  11, 1914,  by  Rev.  E.  A.  Miller, 
with  a  quiet  home  wedding,  going  direct  to  their  home  in 
Philadelphia,  where  the  groom  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
American  Ice  Company.  About  five  years  ago  they  had 
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a  home  built  at  Westmont,  N.  J.,  39  Landis  Fame  Ave., 
and  on  the  opening  of  the  new  Delaware  River  Bridge, 
Mr.  Bates  secured  a  position  as  teller  on  the  bridge.  .Two 
girls : 

1.  MARY  ISABEL  BATES. 

2.  RUTH  McPherson  bates. 

both  intelligent  and  lovable  children,  help  to  brighten 
their  home. 

THEL  WATSON  McPHERSON,  IV.,  our  youngest 
girl,  was  an  Alloway  High  School  graduate,  tak¬ 
ing  an  advanced  course.  She  taught  school  for 
twelve  years.  At  first  a  school  near  Canton,  at  York- 
town,  then  at  Woodstown,  where  she  taught  Drawing  and 
Handwork,  which  studies  she  had  taken  up  at  the  State 
Summer  School,  and  won  her  State  Certificate.  An  ac¬ 
complished  pianist,  she  was  organist  at  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Alloway  for  several  years.  All  of  our  children 
sang  in  that  choir  before  marriage. 

At  Bridgeton,  on  April  2,  1919,  she  became  the  wife 
of  George  Milton  Harris,  then  a  member  of  the  lumber 
yard  firm  of  Smick  &  Harris,'  at  Quinton,  N.  J.  He  was 
the  son  of  Josiah  Harris  and  Margaret  Robinson  of  Quin?' 
ton.  Three  year's  ago  Mr.  Harris  sold  out  to  Mr.  Smick 
and  went  to  Salem,  where  he  is  in  the  real  estate  and 
insurahce  business. 

One  child,  Ethelmay  Harris,  a  bonnie^girt  of  six 
years,  bom  April  26, 1921,  makes  sunshine  in  their  home, 
at  271  Craven  Avenue,  Salem,  N.  J.  * 
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RANK  F.  SWING,  youngest  son  of  John  M. 
and  Isabella  Avis  Swing,  was  born  February 
25th,  1869,  at  Swing’s  comer,  (now  known 
as  Shirley),  Salem  CJounty,  New  Jersey.  On 
April  8,  1896,  I  married  Jennie  V.  Parker,  of 
Woodsto\vn,  N.  J.  To  us,  four  children  were  bora : 

1.  RAYMOND  J.  SWING;  2.  HARRY  P,  SWING; 

3.  JENNIE  PARKER  SWING;  4.  MARY  PARKER 
SWING. 

All  the  children  were  graduated  from  the  Bryn  Mawr 
Grammar  School,  and  the  Lower  Merion  High  School,  at 
Ardmore,  Pa. 


AYMOND  J.  SWING,  L,  graduated  from  Rutgers 
College  in  1919  as  a  chemist,  and  is  now  Sales 
Executive  for  J.  T.  Baker  Chemical  Co.  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  Ill.  He  married  Frances  L.  Boyle,  of  Narberth,  and 
they  have  one  son. 


^EHARRY  P.  SWING,  H.,  studied  at  Rutgers  College, 
and  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  as  an  Elec- 
trical  Engineer,  and  is  now  proprietor  of  the 
Suburban  Electrical  Co.,  of  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa.,  doing  elec¬ 
trical  engineering  and  construction  worlc.  He  married 
Margaret  B.  Stewart,  of  Oakmont,  and  they  have  one 
daughter. 


ENNIE  PARKER  SWING,  III.,  graduated^  from 
Pierce’s  Business  School,  in  Philadelphia,  as  a 
Private  Secretary.  She  married  Joseph  C.  Pettit, 
a  dairyman  and  farmer,  living  at  Blue  Bird  Meadows, 
Woodstown,  New  Jersey.  They  have  two  sons  and  one 
daughter. 


\RY  PARKER  SWING,  IV.,  single,  is  living  at 
home  with  her  father  and  mother.  She  is  book¬ 
keeper  and  saleslady  in  the  Bryn  Mawr  Store  of 
Wm.T.  McIntyre,  the  Main  Line  Caterer  and  Confectioner. 
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I  was  connected  with  the  Bryn  Mawr  Hardware  Co. 
for  thirty  years,  and  at  present  I  am  connected  with  my 
son,  Harry  P.  Swing,  trading  as  the  Suburban  Electrical 
Co.  I  am  known  to  my  numerous  friends  as  “The  Main 
Line  Expert  Locksmith.” 


ESTER  AVIS  WENTZELL,  1831  -  1908 
Hester  Ann  Rogers  was  the  youngest  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  and  Hannah  Avis.  She  was 
born  on  the  White  farm  near  Woodstown 
April  28,  1831.  The  family  tradition  has 
always  been  that  when  she  was  seven  years  old  the  fam¬ 
ily  moved  to  the  farm  in  Upper  Pittsgrove  which  her 
father  had  purchased. 

As  a  child  she  attended  a  dame  school,  kept  by  Eliza 
Wood  near  her  home.  She  then  went  to  the  Daretown 
School.  She  always  lived  at  home,  and  after  her  sisters 
were  married  kept  house  for  her  father.  Sept.  13th,  1860, 
she  was  married  to  Simon  S.  Wentzell,  b.  Jan.  7,  1839. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  a  licensed  exhorter  of  the  M.  E, 
Church.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than  usual  native  ability 
and  through  his  efforts  many  lives  were  made  better  and 
happier.  Theirs  was  a  Christian  home,  where  there  was 
no  strife  or  contention,  and  their  children  were  raised 
in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.  She  died 
April  26th,  1908,  and  her  husband  January  4th,  1918. 
Her  son  Edgar  says  of  his  mother:  “She  was  a  quiet  per¬ 
son  and  had  many  friends  because  she  was  a  friend 
to  everybody.  She  also  had  a  good  knowledge  of 
neighborhood  and  family  events.” 

Five  children  were  bom  to  them : 

BILLIAM  EDGAR,  I.,  bom  on  the  Avis  homestead, 
Apr.  30,  1861.  He  was  educated  in  the  District 
School  and  worked  on  the  farm  with  his  father. 
In  1881  he  went  to  Kansas.  While  there  he  bought  a  farm 
of  forty  acres.  As  it  was  too  small,  he  sold  it  at  a  loss 
of  $20  when  he  returned  to  Jersey  in  1886.  After  work¬ 
ing  on  a  farm  a  couple  of  years  he  went  in  with  Howard 
Avis  at  Baraesboro  and  learned  the  roller  and  milling  bus¬ 
iness,  from  1888-1893.  Was  in  the  stove  and  tin  busi¬ 
ness  with  his  brother  George  two  years,  when  he  moved 
to  Camden  in  1895.  Worked  for  N.  J.  and  Sea  Shore  R.  R. 
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lOF  U.S.  COUAl  Dll 

’  U.  S.  District  Court  Judge  Jol 
Boyd  Avis,  who  had  sen'ed  in 
New  Jersey  judicial  district  sit 
1929,  died  last  night  in  Joseph 
Memorial  Hospital  here.  He  was 
Judge  Avis  had  been  brought] 
the  hospital  here  after  suffering 
stroke  last  November. 

APPOINTED  BY  HOOVER 
Admitted  to  the  bar  in  1898,  Juc 
Avis  was  appointed  to  the  Fedei 
bench  by  President  Hoover  afj 
serving  in  the  New  Jersey  State  / 
sembly  from  1901  to  1905,  and' 
State  Senator  from  1906  to  1908. 

For  20  years  before  his'elevat 
to  the  bench,  he  practiced  lai 
Gloucester  county,  serving  in  n 
civic  capacities  and  becoming 
of  the  most  respected  members 
the  Gloucester  County  Bar  Associ 
tion,  of  which  he  was  president  f^ 
many  years. 

1  NATIVE  OF  DEERFIELD 

A  native  of  Deerfield,  N.  J.,  Juc 
I  Avis  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Wcx 
{bury,  where  he  lived  at  48  Newl 
ave.  The  youngest  Assemblym 
and  State  Senator  ever  elected  in  t| 
county,  he  also  was  an  elder  oCI 
I  Presbyterian  Church,  Woodbury: 
past  master  of  Florence  Lodge'  I 
Masons  and  a  member  of  ms| 

I  other  organizations. 

Judge  Avis,  whose  wife,  the^ 
[Minnie  G.  Anders<)n,  of^ 
county.  New  York,  die 


for  ten  years,  did  their  roofing  work  for  them,  then 
opened  business  for  himself  in  Camden,  continued  from 
1905  to  1925.  June  13,  1893,  he  married  Ruth  Davis  of 
Deerfield,  N.  J.,  b.  Oct.  20,  1861.  She  is  an  invalid  and 
his  life  is  devoted  to  caring  for  her. 


EOHGE  AVIS  WENTZELL,  II.,  was  bom  near 
Woodstown,  N.  J.,  June  1,  1863.  Was  educated 
in  the  district  schools  and  learned  the  tinsmith 
trade  in  Woodstown,  N.  J.  Was  proprietor  of  a  hardware 
store  in  Elmer,  also  did  a  general  line  of  tinsmith  business 
in  Elmer  for  several  years. 

April  29,  1891,  he  married  Anna  Ruff,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Annetta  Ruff  of  Woodstown,  N.  J.,  who 
passed  away  March  22,  1897,  leaving  a  daughter  a  few 
weeks  old,  Anna,  bom  1897.  Her  grandmother  cared  for 
her  tenderly  during  her  infancy  and  early  childhood.  She 
is  now  a  trained  nurse. 

March  30,  1910,  Mr.  Wentzell  took  as  his  second 
wife  Achsah  E.  Fisher  of  Fulton  Co.,  Pa.,  married  at 
York,  Pa.  She  died  May  5,  1921,  aged  46  years. 

By  her  he  had  one  child,  Carlin,  who  lives  with  her 
father.  c  J  H  ovf  ^3,  Iff- 


AMES  AVIS  WENTZELL,  III.,  third  son  of 
Simon  S.  and  Hester  Avis  Wentzell,  was  bom 
Dec.  9, 1865.  After  fitting  himself  for  entrance 
to  Princeton  University,  he  belonged  to  the  class  of  1894. 
He  taught  school  19  years,  was  County  Superintendent 
seven  years  and  has  been  a  State  Examiner  in  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Banking  and  Insurance  of  New  Jersey  for 
15  years. 

He  married  Lenora  Denelsbeck.  The  family  live  on 
White  Horse  Pike,  Haddon  Heights,  and  are  members  of 
the  Fifth  Baptist  Church,  Philadelphia.  They  have  one 
daughter,  Helen,  who  was  born  April  26,  1905.  Was 
graduated  from  Camden  High  School  Feb.,  1922,  and 
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from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  (specializing  in 
Latin)  June,  1926. 


-^gnARY  PRITCHETT  WENTZELL,  IV.,  daughter  of 
Simon  and  Hester  Avis  Wentzell,  was  bom 
Aug.  18,  1867,  and  married  to  Thomas  N. 
Jordan,  farmer,  of  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  in  1888. 

After  a  long  and  serious  illness  she  passed  away 
March  19,  1908.  They  had  six  children : 

1.  CLARENCE;  2.  ARTHIBIA;  3.  RAYMOND; 
4.  ROY ;  5.  VIOLA ;  6.  LEONA. 

VARETTA,  V.,  the  youngest  child  of  Simon  and 
Hester  Wentzell,  was  bom  July  14,  1869,  died 
March  10,  1871. 


I^rs.  Helen  Wentzell  Johansen  Died  In 
Haddon  Heights 


Helen  \V.  Johansen,  aged  38,  wife  of 
Sigfried  G.  L.  Johansen,  died  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  February  17,  1944,  at  her  home  in. 
Haddon  Heights. 

She  had  been  ill  since  January 
suffering  with  a  malignant  growth, 

Mrs.  Johan-sen  was  the  daughter  of 
,Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Wentzell,  and  for- 
nierly  resided  in  Elmer,  when  Mr.  Weirt- 
lell  was  principal  of  Elmer  High  School, 
Mr.  Wentzell  was  also  superintendent 
of  schools  in  Salem  County. 

Mrs.  Johansen  has  been  employed  as 
secretary  of  Collingswood  High  Schoo], 
She  is  survived  by  her  husband  and 
parents. 

Funeral  sendees  will  be  held  on  Mon¬ 
day,  Februar3'  21st  at  2.30  p.  m.,  from 
the  residence  of  her  parents,  at  9  Whi^ 
Horse  Pike,  Haddon  Heights.  IntV 
ment  will  be  made  in  Chestnut  |Gro 


tery,  Elmer, 
y  evening. 
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WED  IN  ELMER 

Miss  Helen  Beaver  Wentzell,  daugh 

James  A.  Wentzel 
of  Haddon  Heights,  and  Mr.  Sigfriec 
L.|  Johansen  of  Philadelphia,  wer< 
united  in  marriage  Saturday  morning 

Elmer  Baptist 
Church,  by  Rev.  George  M.  Owen  of 
,  Elmer. 

The  bride’s  parents,  who  attended  the 
I  wedding,  moved  from  Elmer  25  years 
^  ago  Rev.  Owen  had  baptized  the  bride 
early  in  his  ministry  at  Elmer.  James 
A  Wentzell  is  a  former  principal  of 
,  Elmer  High  School  and  later  served  as 
balem  County  superintendent  of  schools. 

years  he  has  been  connected 
with  the  State  Department  of  Banking 
an  nsurance  as  an  accountant  and 
^examiner  of  Building  and  Loan  Asso¬ 
ciations. 

The  groom,  who  was  born  in  Den- 
mark,  is  a  salesman  in  Philadelphia. 
They  will  reside  with  the  bride’s  par-  i 
ents  for  the  present. 


ANNAH  PRITCHETT  AVIS.  Paul  Mtchet^^ 
and  Elizabeth  Sutton  were  married  by  the 
Rev.  William  Worth,  Pastor  of  the  Pitts- 
grove  Baptist  Church,  April  16,  1788.  He 
died  while  a  young  man,  leaving  a  family 
of  small  children.  As  there  was  no  Mother’s  Assistance 
Fund  at  that  time  and  no  gainful  occupations  for  women, 
there  was  nothing  a  poor  widow  could  do  but  “put  out” 
her  children. 


ANNAH  PRITCHETT,  I.,  was  “taken”  by  Benja¬ 
min  Davis  and  wife  near  Woodstowm,  and 
through  them  she  became  a  member  of  the 
Orthodox  Friends  Meeting.  She  never  joined  another 
church.  She  was  bom  in  1790,  married  George  Avis  in 
1810,  and  died  in  1853. 


IDEON  PRITCHETT,  II.,  eloped  with  Polly  Wat¬ 
son  when  she  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  They 
had  one  son  named  Paul,  who  died  in  infancy. 
In  later  years  “Uncle  Giddy”  was  greatly  crippled  with 
rheumatism  and  kept  a  small  store  in  Buttonwood  St., 
Philadelphia.  He  died  in  September,  1863.  Uncle  and 
Auntie  Pritchett  were  greatly  beloved  by  all  the  family, 
ich,  r^nd  their  latch  string  was  always  out.  She  lived  to  be 
am'  ^ery  old  and  died  in  the  Methodist  Home  for  Old  Ladies 
1  Philadelphia. 

OSEPH  PRITCHETT  settled  in  Champagne  Co., 
Ohio,  when  a  young  man. 

LIZA  PRITCHETT,  IV.,  married  Hugh  B.  Perry 
and  lived  in  Philadelphia.  She  died  July  3, 1882. 
They  had  ten  children,  viz. : 

1.  ANNA  ELIZA,  married  Charles  MacNichols,  lived 
i\«use,  was  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

Trseh?^  2.  EDWIN,  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War.  Died  in 

•  .•  best' 
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3.  FRANCES  Asbury,  R.  R.  employee.  Killed  in 
a  wreck. 

4.  MARY,  married  Charles  Shin  of  Woodstown,  N.  J. 
Left  a  son  and  daughter. 

6.  HANNAH.  (6)  ANTHONY,  and  (7)  CHARLES, 
all  unmarried. 

8.  KATE,  married  John  Bayley,  contractor  and 
builder,  also  pastor  of  the  Mennonite  Church  in  German¬ 
town.  She  is  still  living  with  her  daughters,  Anna  and 
Rose,  who  have  a  millinery  store  in  Germantown.  Mrs. 
Carrie  Webb  is  another  daughter. 

9.  CAROLINE,  married  Joseph  Blizzard,  merchant, 
on  Dock  Street. 

10.  MARTHA,  married  Fred  Sampson  of  New  York. 
Left  one  son. 

The  families  of  Hannah  Avis  and  Eliza  Ferry  were 
intimately  associated.  i- 

Elizabeth  Pritchett,  widow  of  Paul  Pritchett,  was 
married  to  John  Brown  by  the  Pastor  of  the  Baptist 
Church  at  Woodstown,  N.  J.,  no  date.  She  died  at  the 
home  of  her  daughter,  Eliza  Ferry,  Oct.  21,  1836. 

Hannah  Sheppard  has  a  sampler  that  is  marked 
“Ann  M.  Sutton,  her  sampler,  worked  in  the  seventeenth 
year  of  her  age,  1789.”  Probably  a  sister  of  Elizabeth 
Sutton  Pritchett.  There  is  also  a  record  of  Hannah  Sut¬ 
ton  being  married  to  Elijah  Johnson  by  the  Rev.  William 
Worth,  Sept.  1, 1779.  She  was  the  mother  of  Amy  John¬ 
son,  who  married  Joseph  Plummer,  whose  son,  Samuel 
Plummer,  was  sheriff  of  Salem  Co.,  in  1852,  Assembly- 
man  in  1856,  and  State  Senator  in  1867-69. 

THE  AVIS  FAMILY  REUNION 

In  the  year  1924,  A.  B.  Avis  and  wife,  of  Pomona, 
California,  were  visiting  their  old  home  and  relatives  in 
New  Jersey.  Before  leaving,  A.  B.  Avis  conceived  the  idea 
of  having  an  Avis  picnic.  He,  with  C.  C.  Avis  of  Woods- 
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tov/n,  and  P.  H.  Avis  of  Mullica  Hill,  decided  to  have  this 
affair  at  Alcyon  Park  on  Aug.  23,  1924. 

It  was  a  success  and  at  a  little  meeting  after  lunch 
the  following  officers  were  elected: 

President,  P.  H.  Avis,  Mullica  Hill. 

Secretary,  Olin  Avis,  Woodstown. 

Treasurer,  J.  Paul  Heritage,  Vineland. 

Tile  number  of  members  about  sixty. 

In  1926,  Walter  M.  Avis  and  wife,  of  Pomona,  Cali¬ 
fornia,  and  brother  of  A.  B.  Avis,  came  to  Jersey  for  a 
visit  also,  and  the  second  Avis  reunion  was  held  at 
Alcyon  Park  on  Aug.  28,  1926. 

At  this  meeting  the  following  officers  were  elected: 

President,  C.  C.  Avis,  Woodtstown. 

Vice  President,  H.  C.  Avis,  Haddonfield. 

Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Martha  C.  Avis  Ridgway, 
Mullica  Hill. 

The  time  set  for  this  annual  reunion  was  the  first 
Saturday  in  September. 

The  Avis  history  was  interestingly  related  by  E.  E. 
A.  McMinn  of  Williamsport,  Pa.,  She  was  requested  to 
write  it  up  for  publication,  and  Walter  M.  Avis  spoke 
feelingly  of  renewing  old  acquaintances,  and  stated  if 
Cousin  Emma  McMinn  would  complete  the  Avis  family 
record  he  would  have  it  printed  and  distributed  to  the 
families  interested  at  the  succeeding  reunion.  Other 
remarks  of  interest  were  by  C.  C.  Avis  and  Harry  C.  Avis, 
and  communications  read  from  Boyd  Avis  of  Woodbury 
and  Hugh  B.  Avis  (son  of  the  late  Matthew  Avis)  of 
Denver,  Colorado.  The  number  of  members  attending 
about  seventy. 

(Sec'y)  MARTHA  C.  AVIS  RIDGWAY, 

MuUica  Hill,  N.  J. 
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NOTE: — The  large  initial  letters  show  the  beginning  of  each  family 
(the  first  generation).  The  small  initial  letters  show  the 
second  generation.  The  figures,  as  1,  2,  3,  etc.,  show  the 
third  generation,  and  the  letters,  as  a,  b,  c,  etc.,  show  the 
fourth  generation. 
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